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MEDITATION  
Please take a few moments to ponder these poetic words aloud or in your hearts before the prelude music begins. 

 
“The Spiritual Procession” 
by Susan Palo Cherwien 

 
They lived. 
Their lives vibrate in our bones. 
Their memories reside inside our cells. 
They lived.  
Their footsteps ring beneath our feet. 
Their voices are alive in the walls. 
Their light lights our way. 
We are not alone. 
They lived. 
The procession 
spirals and winds 
before us 
They, the vanguard 
Their songs on our lips 
their poems in our hearts 
their wisdom, our guide 
their failings our warning 
we do not travel alone 
the procession winds 
and spirals 
around us 
deeper. 
deeper  
into God. 
They, the forerunners 
deeper. 
deeper 
into God— 
the procession  
home. 
 
PRELUDE 

In This Darkness, by John L. Bell 
Hillary Doerries, organist & vocalist 

 
In this darkness I do not ask to walk by light; 

but to feel the touch of your hand 
and understand that sight is not seeing. 

 
In this silence I do not ask to hear your voice; 

but to sense your Spirit breathe  



and so bequeath my care to your keeping. 
 

In unknowing I do not ask for fearless space; 
but for grace to comprehend  

that neither you nor I are diminished. 
 

In this death I do not ask to forfeit pain; 
but to gain the strength to love 

through loss and cross the bridge of waiting.  
 

Text based on a poem by Pat Bennett © 2001 
 

WELCOME  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, we gather this evening as a people acquainted with loss and grief.  
 Our burdens sit heavily on our chests and in our hearts. 

(Matthew 11:28-29) 
 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, for your burden is light. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, look with mercy upon the troubles and afflictions of your people. 
 Consider with compassion the depth of our sorrow. 

(Psalm 10:14) 
 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, for your burden is light. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, we are the broken-hearted, the lonely, and the lost. 
 Bring us healing and bind up our wounds. 

(Psalm 147:3) 
 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, for your burden is light. 
 
Leader: Lord Jesus, this evening, may your holy presence pierce through our darkness. 
 Ease the inner thoughts and feelings that overwhelm us. 
 Accept our tears as offerings; hold us as we weep.  

(Psalm 61) 
 

All: Come, Lord Jesus, for your burden is light. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING PRAYER 
 
God of mercy,  
hear our prayers during this season of Advent.  
Listen to the inner murmurings of our hearts  
as we confront painful memories from Christmases past. 
Grant us strength and courage to face 
the loss, grief, separation, or crippling stress  
that take us right back to that place where the sun never seems to rise,  
where the wind is never at our backs— 
where we cannot even remember what hope feels like.  
Lord Jesus, restore our hope; 
Bring us peace for the past. 
We ask these things in the name of Christ Jesus,  
Who shares our life of joy and sorrow, 
of death and new birth, 
of despair and promises. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN 

O God, We Pray for Those in Pain 
Verses 1 & 2 by Edith Sinclair Downing; Verse 3 by Edmond Sears 

sung to the tune of It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 



 

+ WORD + 
 
THE FIRST READING                  Isaiah 61:1-4 
 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
 to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 
 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 



 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. 
 
 Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
A CANTICLE FOR LIGHT & DARKNESS 
 

A cantor will sing the responses; please join the cantor in singing the Refrain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GOSPEL                Luke 2:1-14 
 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Glory to you, O Christ. 
 
REFLECTION                                     Pastor Brad Davick 
 
Silence follows the reflection for personal prayer & meditation. 
 
 

+ CANDLE LIGHTING & LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE + 

 
Leader: We light this Advent candle to remember those we have loved and lost. We pause to  
 remember their name, their face, their voice. We give thanks for the memory that binds 
 them to us not just during this season, but forever. 
 
All: May God’s eternal love surround them. 

 
In light of this year’s virtual service of Blue Christmas, we now invite you to arrange a space in 

your home to light a candle with us as we proceed with the Candle Lighting and Litany of 
Remembrance portion of the service. A pastor will light four separate candles—one for each 

candle found in the Advent wreath—but you may light as many or as few candles as you wish.  
 



Please, sing as you are able: 
Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 

‘round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Leader: We light the second candle to redeem the pain of loss: the loss of relationships, the loss of  
 jobs, the loss of health. As we gather up the pain of the past, we offer it to you, O God,  
 asking that into our open hands you will place the gift of your peace. 
 
All: Refresh, restore, and renew us, O God, and lead us into your light. 
 

Please, sing as you are able: 
Silent night, holy night 

griefs abound, ever in sight, 
Christ now comes in the manger bare, 
Holds our loved one in his holy care. 

Joy, at last, to be ours. 
Joy, at last, to be ours.  

 
Leader: We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and 
 remember the past few weeks, months, or, for some of us, years of pain and suffering that 
 we’ve endured. We remember the poignancy of memories, the grief, the sadness, and the 
 hurts of reflecting upon our own mortality. 
 
All: Let us remember that dawn defeats the darkness. 
 

Please, sing as you are able: 
Silent night, holy night 

shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 

heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Leader: This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope that God offers to each  
 of us in the story of his birth. We remember that God, who shares our lives with us,  
 promises us a place and time where pain and suffering are no more. 
 
All: Let us remember the One who shows us the way and goes with us into our tomorrows. 
 

Please, sing as you are able: 
Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 



Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

 
Leader: Let us pray. God, we come to you as Christmas dawns with pains growing inside us. As the  
 nights have grown longer, so has the darkness wrapped itself around our hearts. In this  
 season of our longest nights, we offer to you the pain in our hearts, the traumas that some  
 of us cannot even put into words but are nonetheless known to you. Loving God, hear our  
 prayer. 
 
All: And in your merciful love, answer us. 
 
Leader: Compassionate God, there are those who grieve things that might have been. A death or 
 loss has forever changed their experience of Christmas. We also grieve tonight for those 
 plans and dreams that may have died— 
     For those who have lost their life or their health to COVID-19; 
      For those who choose to remain isolated in their homes this Christmas,  
   unable to safely gather with friends and family; 
      For those who know the searing pain of infertility or miscarriage; 
       For those who are stuck in relationships that are destructive or abusive; 
      For those who have been furloughed and lie awake at night wondering how they’re  
   going to feed their families; 
    For those who live with a mental illness and have lost hope; 
  Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 
All: And in your merciful love, answer us. 
 
Leader: The Christmas season reminds us of all that used to be and cannot be anymore. The 
 memories of what was, the fears of what may be, stifle us. All around us we hear the sounds 
 of celebration. But all we experience is a sense of feeling blue. Please, be near us this night. 
 Loving God, hear our prayer. 
 
All: And in your merciful love, answer us. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC 

Joyful is the Dark, by Hillary Doerries 
Text by Brian Wren 

 
Joyful is the dark, holy, hidden God, 

rolling cloud of night beyond all naming; 
Majesty is darkness, energy of love, 

Word-in-Flesh, the mystery proclaiming. 
 

Joyful is the dark, Spirit of the deep, 
winging wildly o’er the world’s creation, 

silken sheen of midnight, plumage black and bright, 
swooping with the beauty of a raven. 

 

Joyful is the dark, shadowed stable floor;  



angels flicker, God on earth confessing, 
as with exultation, Mary giving birth, 

hails the infant cry of need and blessing. 
 

Joyful is the dark, coolness of the tomb, 
waiting for the wonder of the morning; 

never was the midnight touched by dread and gloom: 
darkness was the cradle of the dawning. 

 

Joyful is the dark, depth of love divine, 
roaring, looming thundercloud of glory; 

holy, haunting beauty, living, loving God. 
Hallelujah! Sing and tell the story.  

 
LITANY FOR THE NIGHT 
 
Leader: Lord, it is evening. The darkness thickens all around us, and we wonder again: 
 
All: How will we survive another long night? 
 
Leader: Lord, despite your promise that you will never leave us, in the dark corners of our homes, 
 our hearts cry to you: 
 
All: How long will loneliness be our only companion? 
 
Leader: Lord, remind us again of the hope, love, joy, and peace that this season of Advent brings. 
 
All: May the hope, love, joy, and peace of Christ reign in our hearts forever. 
 
Leader: And finally, Lord, strengthen us for our journeys. Empower us with the notion that we are 
 all survivors because we worship a God who survived the pains of being human: 
  who confronted the vast darkness of the world while hanging on a cross, 
  who returned to earth bearing holy scars of suffering before ascending to heaven, 
  and whose divine brokenness we remember as we partake in the gifts of bread and  
  wine: 
 

“This is my body,” said our Lord, “broken for you.” 
 
All: Though we, too, are broken, we humbly rejoice, even in darkness.   
 
 

 
 

The service ends in silence.  
You may now extinguish your candles,  

or remain in their light for additional prayer and meditation.  
 



SUPPORT RESOURCES AVAILABLE  
AT CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH: 

  

GRIEFSHARE: 
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s 
most difficult experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. GriefShare 
seminars and support groups are led by people who understand what you are going through and 

want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable GriefShare resources to help you recover from your loss 
and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, GriefShare sessions are conducted online via Zoom: 

 
Tuesdays, 10:00-11:00 AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84581055305?pwd=VkQ3NGZiU283aXhzUmdTNFNQb3dvZz09 
Meeting ID: 845 8105 5305 

Passcode: 513338 
 

Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81967038073?pwd=NjRoam5QVEpvRkFqSExROVRyaS9JQT09 

Meeting ID: 819 6703 8073 
Passcode: 281235 

 
For more information visit: www.ctkluth.com/griefshare or call the church office: (574) 272-4306 

  

FRESH HOPE FOR MENTAL HEALTH:  
Fresh Hope is an international network of peer-to-peer Christian support groups for those living 
with a mental health diagnosis and their families. At the core of Fresh Hope is the belief that it is 

possible to live well in spite of having a mental health challenge. Fresh Hope creates a safe, 
encouraging, honest environment where real hope and healing can take place. Consider joining us 

for a meeting. 
 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Fresh Hope sessions are conducted online via Zoom: 
 

Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 PM: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82877996627?pwd=cnNyVEJ0L2hrWXVVeFFXemIyeDBGZz09  

Meeting ID: 828 7799 6627 
Passcode: 516201 

  
For more information visit: www.ctkluth.com/freshhope or call the church office: (574) 272-4306. 

  

SEASONS COUNSELING OF MICHIANA: 
Seasons Counseling is located on the campus of Christ the King Lutheran Church. Seasons is proud 

to offer a full range of counseling services and is happy to assist you in determining if your health 
insurance will cover the cost of therapy. If you lack insurance or your insurance will not cover the 

cost of therapy, you may qualify to receive assistance through the Client Assistance Fund.  
Seasons Counseling can be reached by calling (574) 277-0274. 
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