
Saturday, April 16, 2022, 7:00 pm 
The Resurrection of Our Lord: The Great Vigil of Easter  
    

 

“This is the night!” 
 

+     +     + 
 

Indeed, this is the night.  
 

This is the night…we commemorate our Passover with Christ.  
 

This is the night…we embark on a journey from darkness into light, from bondage into 
freedom, from death into life.  

 
This is the night…we gather around the warmth of the fire to reflect on the resurrected Christ 

as proclaimed in word and sign.  
 

This is the night…we light the paschal candle, a symbol of Christ’s presence with his people.  
 

This is the night…we listen to the ancient stories of our faith through the reading of holy 
scripture and the singing of Psalms.  

 
This is the night…we pause to remember and affirm our baptisms as we are spritzed with holy 

water. 
 

This is the night…we adorn the barren altar and dress the chancel with the fragrant flowers of 
spring.  

 
This is the night…we come together around the Lord’s table to share the lifegiving food and 

drink of the promised land.  
 

This is the night…we rejoice as we are once again raised with Christ, going forth into the 
night aflame with the hope of the resurrection. 

 
 

+     +     + 
 

 

 



✝ LIGHT ✝ 
 

The Assembly gathers around the new fire outside the church. Each person receives a candle. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 
The Assembly responds, “And also with you.” 
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed 
from death to life, we gather with the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This 
is the Passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and 
wine, we celebrate Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's triumph over sin and death, 
and await Christ's coming again in glory. 
 
Let us pray: Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless 
this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's rising, 
until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 
The Assembly responds, “Amen.” 
 
Christ, yesterday and today, 
the beginning and the ending. 
To Christ belongs all time and all the ages; 
to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever. 
 
The Assembly responds, “Amen.” 
 
 The Paschal Candle is lit; everyone then lights their individual candle from the Paschal flame.  
  
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.  
           
The Paschal Candle is raised. The Cantor sings raising her candle, and the Assembly responds, raising their 
candles: 
 
                      
    Cantor:                                                Assembly: 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The Cantor moves to the entrance of the sanctuary, where this is repeated. Lastly, the Cantor leads the 
procession into the sanctuary. When all have found their places in the pews, the assembly raises their candles 

as we chant for a third time.  
 
EXSULTET (EASTER PROCLAMATION) HYMN 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of the 
earth. By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and 
ignite us with your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
The Assembly responds, “Amen.” 

 
The Assembly is seated as all candles are extinguished and placed in plastic containers located by the center 
aisles.  

 

✝ WORD ✝ 
  

THE FIRST READING + The Creation  
Anonymous author 

Lorrie Bjornstad, reader 
 

Day one brought heaven, earth, and light. 
It must have been so very bright! 

Day two God made the clear blue sky. 
A place for many birds to fly. 

Day three brought land apart from seas. 
With all the plants, grass, and trees. 

Day four shone forth moon, stars and sun. 
The work of God was not yet done. 
Day five we see the fish and birds. 

God did all of this with just His words. 
Day six God formed all beasts and man 

To finish His creation plan. 
Day seven was especially blessed, 
A day for worship and for rest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SECOND READING + The Flood  
“The Late Passenger” 

by C. S. Lewis 
Carmen Burlingame, reader 

 
The sky was low, the sounding rain was falling dense and dark, 
And Noah's sons were standing at the window of the Ark. 
The beasts were in, but Japhet said, ‘I see one creature more 
Belated and unmated there come knocking at the door.' 
 
‘Well let him knock,' said Ham, ‘Or let him drown or learn to swim. 
We're overcrowded as it is; we've got no room for him.' 
‘And yet he knocks, how terribly he knocks,' said Shem, ‘It's feet 
Are hard as horn–but oh the air that comes from it is sweet.' 
 
‘Now hush,' said Ham, ‘You'll waken Dad, and once he comes to see 
What's at the door, it's sure to mean more work for you and me.' 
Noah's voice came roaring from the darkness down below, 
‘Some animal is knocking. Take it in before we go.' 
 
Ham shouted back, and savagely he nudged the other two, 
‘That's only Japhet knocking down a brad-nail in his shoe.' 
Said Noah, ‘Boys, I hear a noise that's like a horse's hoof.' 
Said Ham, ‘Why, that's the dreadful rain that drums upon the roof.' 
 
Noah tumbled up on deck and out he put his head; 
His face went grey, his knees were loosed, he tore his beard and said, 
‘Look, look! It would not wait. It turns away. It takes its flight. 
Fine work you've made of it, my sons, between you all tonight!' 
 
‘Even if I could outrun it now, it would not turn again 
–Not now. Our great discourtesy has earned its high disdain. 
‘Oh noble and unmated beast, my sons were all unkind; 
In such a night what stable and what manger will you find? 
 
‘Oh golden hoofs, oh cataracts of mane, oh nostrils wide 
With indignation! Oh the neck wave-arched, the lovely pride! 
‘Oh long shall be the furrows ploughed across the hearts of men 
Before it comes to stable and to manger once again, 
 
‘And dark and crooked all the ways in which our race shall walk, 
And shrivelled all their manhood like a flower with a broken stalk, 
‘And all the world, oh Ham, may curse the hour when you were born; 
Because of you the Ark must sail without the Unicorn.' 

 
 



THE THIRD READING/SCRIPTURE IN SONG + The Testing of Abraham 
Isaac and Abraham, by Joan Baez, Kenny Greenberg, and Wally Wilson 

Rita Kurtz, soloist, with Xalt! 
 

Hard times, hard times in Canaan land 
Trouble in the mind of a man 

A voice came whispering softly to him 
Go offer, offer up the lamb 

 
Abraham took his only son 

High up on a hill 
His test of faith had finally come 

As the wind, the wind begin to chill 
 

Cold steel, cold steel in the father's hand 
Tears falling from the sky 

The angels, the angels did not understand 
Why the righteous, the righteous boy should die 

 
Abraham most mysteriously 
Laid down that deadly knife 

Said, "My darlin' son, I wish I was the one 
Who spared you, spared your precious life" 

 
Oh Isaac, the light of all your days 
Will shine upon this mountain high 

And never, never fade away 
And never fade away 

 
 

THE FOURTH READING + Moses Parts the Red Sea 
“The Crossing of the Red Sea” 

by Maureen LeFanue 
Howard Hanson, reader 

 
Moses raised his rod, 

As God told Him to do. 
The Red Sea suddenly parted 

For the children of Israel to walk through. 
The great walls of water 

Stayed on either side by God’s power, 
Until all His people crossed 

Then the waters began to lower. 
Pharaoh’s army followed them 



Into the sea so deep. 
So when the waters lowered 

Many a widow did weep. 
All drowned by God’s power 

Not a trace to be found. 
The Israelites praised God; 

The desert echoed the sound. 
 

The crossing of the Red Sea— 
A type of water baptism. 
For the chosen of God 

Were shown great favoritism. 
Saved from the Passover 

And then the Red Sea depths, 
How could they turn to idols— 

God loved them at such lengths? 
 

Maybe we’re no different, 
Often take God for granted 
Accept His daily miracles 
No eternal life coveted. 

Remember the Red Sea crossing— 
God’s care for His wayward children. 

Ask for His forgiveness 
Graciously accept His loving pardon. 

 
THE FIFTH READING  

Isaiah 55:6-11 
Nancy Hanson, reader 

 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
  call upon him while he is near; 
 let the wicked forsake their way, 
  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
 let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 
  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
  nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 
 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
  so are my ways higher than your ways 
  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 



 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 
THE SIXTH READING/SCRIPTURE IN SONG + The Dry Bones 

Dry Bones, Jon Egan, Mia Fieldes 



 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE NEW TESTAMENT READING + Baptized into Christ 
Romans 6:3-11 

Andrea Trundle, Matt Douhan, and Rita Kurtz, readers 
 

In remembrance or in anticipation of Holy Baptism and our journey with Christ through death into life,  
all will be spritzed during the following reading: 

 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from 
sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 Word of God. Word of Life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
The Assembly stands as the Canticle of Praise is introduced. 

 

All are invited to participate in the journey into new life by retrieving a potted Easter flower or an altar 
appointment from the tables in the Narthex and bringing it forward during the singing of the Gospel 

Acclamation. Let us set the table together for the Easter feast! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       

This Is the Feast of Victory for Our God, ELW Setting III 
 

The assembly sings together: 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb, who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God.  

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are his.  

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation. 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might  
be to God and the Lamb forever, Amen. 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

For the Lamb who was slain 
has begun his reign, alleluia! 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 

+ GOSPEL READING + 
John 20:1-18 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 
itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 



have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 
               The Gospel of the Lord. 
               Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

✝ MEAL✝ 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 ...as we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
“Holy, holy, holy” (spoken together) 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might. 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
  Our Father in heaven,  
   hallowed be your name,  
   your kingdom come,  
   your will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
   Forgive us our sins  
   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
  Save us from the time of trial  
   and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever.     
   Amen. 
 

The Assembly is seated. 
 

DISTRIBUTION INSTRUCTIONS for HOLY COMMUNION: 

All people are invited to participate in Holy Communion;  
there is room for everyone at Christ's table.   

 
Please come forward when directed by the ushers. Receive the bread in your hand (gluten-free wafers 

are available upon request), then lift either the wine or grape juice from the tray. Place your empty cup 
in the wooden bowl as you return to your seat by way of a side aisle.  

 
Children and others who do not yet receive Holy Communion may come forward for a blessing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION SONG 
Beautiful Things, M. Gungor 

 



 



 



The Assembly stands. 
 
THE TABLE BLESSING                          
 
The Assembly responds, “Amen.” 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray: 
 
We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
 
The Assembly responds, “Amen.” 

✝ SENDING ✝ 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  

DISMISSAL 
 
As the body of Christ,  
we are called and sent to love and serve the world. 
 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                     

Glory to God Forever (Easter version)/S. Fee, V. Beeching 
 

         
 
 
 

You are welcome to take this booklet with you at the end of the Easter Vigil. 
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