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On the cover are Andy Trundle and CtK youth singing and dancing at 
Vacation Bible School 2019! 

 For a new member event last fall, I put together a top 
ten list of the things I appreciate about CtK. Someone at the 
event said, “Everyone needs to see this!” So here it is. 

 Keep these things in mind…especially number 10…as 
I update you on our CMG (Community Ministry Grant)  
process.   
 As you may remember, what drew me to this  
opportunity through the Center for Congregations was as 
much the process as it was the outcome.  The process  
involved forming a core team charged with listening to  
the community (as we defined community) and to the  
congregation.  Through our listening, the outcome of the  
project was to discern a new, collaborative, asset-based,  
relational, community ministry.  Since I was new not only to 
CtK but also to the community, and since CtK had already 
made a commitment to go INTO the world (see number 2 
above), this opportunity seemed too good to pass up,  

Top Ten Things I Appreciate about CtK 
 
10. There is freedom to experiment…to try something new and to 
learn as we go. 
9. This is a place where faith and life are taken seriously, but not 
at the expense of fun and laughter.   
8. This is a family-friendly place. Children and youth 
are supported and appreciated. Children and youth, 
then, often feel “at home” here.    
7. There is room for questions (about faith, life,  
policy, etc.) in the midst of great trust.   
6. There is positive momentum in many areas: CMG, 
Sunday School, technology, mission, community 
building, etc.   
5. People appreciate and expect our best efforts, but 
there is also grace and forgiveness when necessary. 
4. While we have to be good financial stewards (your gifts  
matter), leadership is able to focus on mission and ministry rather 
than maintenance. 
3. Music. Need I say more? 
2. We are the church beyond 17195 Cleveland Road: there is an 
intentional focus on mission. 
1. This place is holy. The Word is spoken, God’s grace is  
extended in bread, wine, and water, and we are the church  
together. This place is human…including its pastors.  No one 
gets it right all the time.  (We are all saint and sinner.)  Yet, this 
place is healthy. CtK accepts and manages the human part so 
that the holy is felt and experienced. 

Continued on page 3 
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Letter from Pastor Caroline Continued 

especially since the Center for Congregations was willing to grant matching funds of up to 
$30,000. 
 As the core team (dubbed the “Stirring Team,” or the team charged to stir up the Holy  
Spirit) listened to members of the community and members of Christ the King, a core purpose 
arose: to be a place where lonely people can become meaningfully connected with others over  
a meal.  If that sounds like a mouthful, think of it this way: our vision…or the picture that best  
describes this core purpose…is “community Eucharist.”  Some of our neighbors will never join us 
at the Lord’s Table (even though they are welcome), but “at least we can have pizza with them on 
the front lawn!”*  
 This core purpose became our desired outcome.  Now, how might we get there?   
 Based on the passionate interests and life experiences of several CtK faithful together with 
our proximity to two funeral homes and Seasons Counseling, the idea of forming a Grief Share 
Group and a Fresh Hope (mental health support) Group came forward.  Certainly, these two  
ministries are in line with our mission of “loving and serving the world” and they meet the Center 
for Congregation’s criteria for the CMG grant: they are new, collaborative, asset-based, relational, 
and both involve community partners and serve the surrounding community.   
 But what about the food piece of the vision?   
 This is where the idea of a community garden morphed into the idea of a community oven.  
An oven, we thought, could involve people with all sorts of gifts (engineers, builders, bakers, 
woodchoppers, greeters, etc.)  It’s something unique that draws people together, we heard from 
churches in Minnesota.  It may allow us to not only build relationships with those within CtK, but 
could also bring about our vision of “community Eucharist” on the front lawn.  A community oven 
became the proposed platform for accomplishing our discerned purpose. 
 However, more listening has revealed that a community oven is not a good fit for us at CtK 
right now.  The CMG Stirring Team, the Church Council and the CtK staff all agree that this  
platform for “community Eucharist” will not come to the congregation for further consideration. (At 
this point, I invite you to reread #10 above.  How grateful I am for the freedom to experiment and 
learn as we go!) 
 At the same time, the CMG Stirring Team, the Church Council, and the CtK staff all remain 
supportive of the core purpose our listening revealed: to be a place where lonely people can  
become meaningfully connected with others over a meal.  To that end, then, the CMG Stirring 
Team, with the blessing of the Church Council, plans to submit a grant proposal asking for the  
following: 
1) A coach to help continue the conversation about community ministry.   
2) Grief Share and Fresh Hope.  These groups hope to begin as originally planned. 
3) Community events.  Let’s practice inviting people to join us at the table (well…the table on our 

front lawn) and see what happens! 
4) Upgraded kitchen appliances.  If we want to gather over food, our kitchen could use an  

upgrade.  Although the grant won’t allow for extensive renovation, we hope it will upgrade 
kitchen components.     

 While the first draft of the grant proposal is currently in the works, the final draft is not due 
until November 1.  It is possible, then, that the above list will be tweaked along the way.  I’ll keep 
you updated as the process continues.  
 As always, the CMG Team of Marie Blunt, Jill Harms, Tom Jordan, Bill Montgomery,  
Pastor Brad and myself welcome your questions and comments.  The CMG Team may be taking 
the lead on this project, but we’re all on this journey together.    
 And for at least ten reasons (see left), I’m grateful. 

Blessings along the way, 
Pastor Caroline  

 *Quote attributed to the wise and witty Pastor Loren Van Oort.  
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God’s work. Our hands. —  Mission & Ministry Activity Calendar 

Now until 
Sunday, September 22 

Note:  These dates have 
changed 

 

MUM SALE 
It’s that time of year to start thinking of fall flowers. Mums are $6 / plant and 
come in a variety of colors. Order forms will be available in the narthex and 
must be submitted with a check by Sunday, September 22. Plants can be 
picked up outside the church on Saturday, September 28 from 10:00 a.m.—
2:00 p.m. Proceeds will go to the Madison Food Packs. Call Jill Harms with 
any questions at 515 451-9788. 

Friday, September 6 
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

  

HOOK & NEEDLE YARN MINISTRY 
Make prayer shawls and hats for Madison School, Memorial Hospital 
“Neonatal Unit,” and Women’s Care Center or bring your own personal work.  
Don’t know how to knit or crochet, but want to learn? They will even give  
tutorials. If you can’t make it on Fridays but would like to contribute to the  
effort, please bring completed prayer shawls and hats to the church. 

Monday, September 9—  
Friday, September 13 

plus all of September and 
into October 

 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. —SHOWING GOD’S LOVE TO THE COMMUNITY 
Mark your calendars for a wonderful week of giving to our community.   
Whether it’s reaching out to our shut-ins, playing games at Healthwin,  
donating baby supplies for Women’s Care Center, serving at Ronald  
McDonald House or praying for our congregational members who are out 
serving our community, you will have a great time and feel fulfilled. 

Wednesday, September 11 
11:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

Clay Firehouse 
  

2ND HALF ADVENTURES—A SOCIAL PARTNERSHIP WITH CLAY UMC 
For those who are in the second half of your life, join new and old friends for 
this new monthly social luncheon. Doors at the Clay Firehouse building will 
open at 11:30 a.m., lunch will be served at noon followed by a performance by 
composer, arranger and famed pianist  Marilyn Hamm. Sign up in the narthex 
at least one week prior to the event. A $7 donation per person is requested 
when you sign up. 

Friday, September 13 
10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

 

CARD MINISTRY 
Join the Card Ministry for fellowship as they create beautiful cards stitched on 
cardstock made for those in our congregation who are hurting. If you would 
like to make cards but this time doesn’t work, please call Freda Scheibelhut at 
(812) 972-1658. 

Sunday, September 22 
12:30 p.m.—1:30 p.m. 

VanOort Hall 

 

JAMAICA MISSION TRIP 2020 
Have you ever been interested in participating in or learning about the  
Jamaica Mission Trip? Here’s your chance. Join us on Sunday, September 22 
at 12:30 p.m. to learn about what we do at the Sunbeam Boys Home and 
whether this is something you would like to do. Mission alums will be there to 
answer any and all questions you may have. We are hoping to travel early  
July. If you have questions before this date, feel free to call Chuck & Andy 
Trundle or Don Zerfas. 

Sunday, September 22 
Saturday, September 28 

4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 

 

CENTER FOR HOMELESS—SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 
Sign up on the narthex kiosk to serve dinner, cafeteria style, to residents at 
the Center for the Homeless. CtK members visit the Center on the fourth  
Saturday and Sunday of each month. This is a great service opportunity for a 
family to do together. Simply go to the Center for Homeless at 813 South 
Michigan Street and check in at the front desk. 

Tuesday, September 24 
6:00 p.m.—7:15 p.m.

 

DISMAS HOUSE—PREPARING DINNER & FELLOWSHIP 
This mission involves making dinner for residents at Dismas House who are 
working towards independent living after jail or prison. CtK members sign up 
to prepare and take a meal and eat in fellowship with the residents. The meal 
is self-serve/buffet style & the residents do the clean up. Sign up on the  
narthex kiosk and/or contact Bill Montgomery for more details. Dismas 
House is located at 521 S. St. Joseph Street in South Bend. 
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Spotlight On Ministry & Ministries 

 God’s Work. Our Hands. is an “opportunity to  
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to 
serve and love our neighbor.” Just like last year, our 
opportunities will encompass a month of service.  
Most activities are scheduled for the second week  
of September, but many will continue throughout  
the month. Below is a list of the opportunities  
available. You can bring donations and sign up for any of these activities at the God’s Work. 
Our Hands. display in the narthex. When you sign up, be sure to grab a God’s Work. Our 
Hands. t-shirt to wear as you volunteer. 
 Christ the King Lutheran Church: Volunteers are needed to (1) bake cookies for  

shut-ins, (2) make cards for shut-ins, (3) visit shut-ins and deliver the cookies and cards, 
(4) help shut-ins on projects around their home, (5) clean up the church after the church 
picnic, (6) help with a rummage sort and (7) pray for the CtK members doing God’s Work. 
Our Hands. in our community. Donations being collected are cookies for shut-ins and food 
for the church picnic.  

 Center for the Homeless: Volunteer to serve a meal to the residents of the shelter. 
 Clay Food Pantry: Donated items being collected for the food pantry include (1) $10  

donations, as Meijer on Portage Road will match any donations in a designated time, (2) 
personal items (shampoo, conditioner, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, razors, 
lotion, etc (3) gently used toys to be given at their Island of Misfit Toys Christmas event, 
where pantry guests can “shop” for Christmas gifts.   

 Cultivate Culinary: Process frozen meals to be prepared and given to the communi-
ty. 

 Dismas House: Volunteer to make a meal and dine with the residents of the home. 
 Habitat for Humanity: Volunteers are needed to work on the landscaping at this 

year’s Matthew 25 Home. Volunteers are also needed to make and serve lunch to the  
landscapers at the site. 

 Healthwin Specialized Care: Volunteers are needed to (1) play bingo with the  
residents and (2) make artificial flower displays with residents for the nurses stations and 
(3) deliver and possibly plant mums outside the facility. Donations being collected include: 
vases and silk flowers, (2) bingo prizes, (3) $12 to cover the cost of 2 mums. 

 The Humane Society: Donations are being collected and volunteers are needed to 
drop off the donations. Donated items include: canned dog and cat food, new or used  
towels, new or used blankets, empty toilet paper rolls, Kong dog toys and pine rabbit  
bedding.   

 Ronald McDonald House: Volunteers are needed to organize and clean different  
areas of the House.   

 The Women’s Care Center:  A volunteer is needed to deliver donated items. Items to  
donate include:  baby blankets, baby footie sleepers (all sizes), diapers (all sizes), 100 
count baby wipes, sippy cups & baby mirror for cars (can get at Walmart). 
 

 Opportunities are added weekly, so please continue to review the God’s Work. Our 
Hands. display. If you sign up to participate, you will receive an email reminding you of your  
commitment and giving you any needed instruction. Thanks to all who are participating in 
showing our community that here at CtK, as a body of Christ, we are called and sent to love 
and serve the world.  
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Child Faith Formation & Adult Faith Formation 

Newly Restructured Children &     
Youth Choir at CtK 
 The music ministry is VERY excited to offer a 
new choir for the young people of CtK! Rehearsals 
begin Sunday, September 22. Perfect for younger 
siblings of confirmation students and high schoolers, 
this group will intentionally meet in conjunction with 
CtK’s successful Sunday evening programing,  
Sunday Night Live! 
 Before each rehearsal, singers and a parent or 
guardian are invited to share a meal together with 
other CtK families in Van Oort Hall. Youth Choir will 
practice from 4:30 p.m.–5:00 p.m., dinner will be from 
5:00 p.m.–5:30 p.m., followed by rehearsal with the 
children’s group from 5:30 p.m.–6:00 p.m. The choir 
will be led by Ms. Erin Wendt, a graduate choral  
conducting student at the University of Notre Dame. 
Ms. Erin brings several years of public school music 
teaching experience to this newly restructured choir 
and she is looking forward to working with and  
teaching the Church’s song to CtK’s kids. 
 If you have any questions about this new 
group, please reach out to Sarah Felde, Director of 
Child Faith Formation, Hillary Doerries, Director of 
Music Ministries, or Erin Wendt, CtK’s Sacred Music 
Intern. 

Sunday School: Coming Soon! 
 It’s September, which means Sunday School season 
is here! All children from age 2 through 5th grade are invited 
to join us for another year of faith, fun, and service to others. 
We’ll kick things off on September 8 (Rally Day) at 10:30 
a.m. Kids will gather in their classrooms to get acquainted 
with their teachers and work on a special project, while  
parents meet in Van Oort Hall to learn more about children’s 
programming for the year ahead. Both groups will wrap  
up by 11:10 a.m., just in time for the late service and  
congregational picnic. 
 We’ll then launch into our regular lesson series  
starting September 15. Children should be dropped off in 
their classrooms at 10:30 a.m. and picked up in the same 
spot at 11:10 a.m. Each Sunday, kids will have half an hour 
of classroom learning, followed by group music time with 
Miss Erin and updates on our yearly offering project. 
 Parents: Please watch your e-mail for more  
information about Sunday School, including registration 
forms and classroom assignments. You can also contact 
Sarah Felde at sfelde@ctkluth.com or (317) 627-1707 
with any questions. Thanks, and see you soon! 

Adult Bible Study  
 The Adult Sunday School (9:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.) and the Wednesday 
Adult Bible Study Group (10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.) are using the book Hymns, 
Hymnists, and their History. The groups 
will look at favorite hymns and not-so-
favorite hymns and include the text,  
writers and history behind each hymn. 
Join us to learn more about the stories 
behind our favorite sacred songs. 
 Please note we will not have class 
on September 8 because of adult forum 
speaker Ken Melani presenting. 
 Beginning in October, both groups 
will begin an 8-week study of Walking in 
God’s Grace, a book from Sarah Young’s 
Jesus Always series. In this study, we’ll 
explore what the Bible has to say about 
grace, learn how we can experience 
grace by embracing God’s truths, and 
consider how we can trust in God’s  
provision and depend on Him for 
strength. Nancy Hanson will lead the 
study, which will last through the end of 
November. 
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Youth Faith Formation 

Prepare for battle at the Flour Bouts! 
 Join us for the third annual CtK Youth Crew Flour 
Bouts on September 21! Grab all your friends (6th graders 
and up) and head to CtK for this fun outdoor event!  
 Flour Bouts is a high energy cross-over game of 
“Capture the Flag” meets “Laser Tag” using “bombs” made 
out of flour wrapped in tissue. Use the bombs to tag your 
opponent and eliminate them from the game. We will play 
multiple rounds and then have a campfire and cookout. 
The event will even feature a round of ADULTS vs. 
YOUTH! Make sure you wear old clothes and sturdy shoes 
for running. Watch the youth Facebook page and weekly 
announcements for more information and a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board!  
 
Flour Bouts Event: 
Date: September 21 | Time: 3:00—7:00 p.m. | Location: CtK  

Sept. 21  
@ 3 p.m. 

Laser tag meets  
Capture the Flag… 
with Flour Bombs 

 

YO!  6th thru 12th Graders 
Bring a Friend! 

Trunk or Treat 2019 
 
Save the date for the 8th annual 
Trunk or Treat! We will be looking 
for volunteers to host trunks, help 
with set up and clean up and to 
assist with the meal. More details 
coming soon. 
 
Date: October 27  
Time: 5:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m.  

Jamaica Mission 
Trip 2020 
 Have you ever been 
interested in participating in 
or learning about the  
Jamaica Mission Trip? Here’s 
your chance. Join us on  
Sunday, September 22 to 
learn about what we do at the 
Sunbeam Boys Home and 
whether this is something you 
would like to do. Mission  
alums will be there to answer 
any and all questions you 
may have. We are hoping to 
travel early July.  
 If you have questions 
before this date, feel free to 
call Chuck and Andy Trundle 
or Don Zerfas. 
 
Date: September 22 
Time: 12:30 p.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Location: VanOort Hall 
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Rally Day 2019 

First day of Sunday 
School for ages  
2-18 and parent 
meeting: 10:30 a.m. 
 
Congregational  
picnic:  
12:30 p.m.  
 
Youth and parent 
meeting:  
1:30 p.m. 

 Summer may be ending but the 
party is just beginning at CtK! Join us 
for Rally Day on September 8! This day 
is dedicated to celebrating our active 
congregation, kicking off our fall  
schedule and learning more about child  
and youth faith formation activities. 
 After worship at 8:15 a.m. & 9:30 
a.m. we “rally” at 10:30 a.m. for the first 
day of Sunday School and a parent  
information meeting. After 11:15 a.m. 
worship (around 12:30 p.m.) we will 
have a congregational picnic filled with 
delicious food, games, fellowship and 
fun for people of all ages. Participate in 
a group game at 1:15 p.m. All are  
invited to attend! Youth and parents will 
have an orientation meeting at 1:30 
p.m. to explore the fantastic adventures 
of the CtK youth program, while  
younger children and adults continue 
the fun and fellowship at the picnic. 
 Please join us for a day  
to meet new church members, catch up 
with old friends, learn about new  
opportunities and share in our mission 
as the Body of Christ: We are called 
and sent to love and serve the world! 
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Rally Day 2019 

Rally Day—
Children’s Events 
 
 Please join us on  
September 8 for the first day 
of Sunday School, along 
with an informational  
meeting for parents! 

 Children will meet in their 
classrooms at 10:30 a.m. to 
get acquainted with their 
teachers and work on a  
special kickoff project. 

 Parents will meet in Van 
Oort Hall to fill out enrollment 
forms, review the Sunday 
School calendar, and learn 
more about CtK’s child and 
family programming during  
the 2019–2020 school year. 
 Everyone will wrap up 
by 11:10 a.m., just in time for 
the late church service and 
the picnic that follows. 

Rally Day—Youth Events 
 
 Youth Orientation 
for Confirmation  
Students (6th-8th  
graders), Senior High 
Students (9th-12th  
graders) and parents is 
Sunday, September 8, 
from 1:30 p.m.–2:30 p.m. 
in room 502/504. 
 Find out more 
about our fun and  
energizing Sunday Night 
Live! program, monthly 
youth events planned for 
the year, and get a sneak peek at the adventures that lie ahead for the summers 
of 2020 and 2021! Catch the enthusiasm we have for our youth! 
 It’s Youth Crew time again–come and join us weekly starting September 8 
from 10:30 a.m.–11:10 a.m. for interesting discussions connecting faith and life. 
6th–8th graders meet in room 303 and 9th–12th graders meet in the youth room. 
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Thank You 

We Are Blessed 
 
WOW! What great experiences—
and your gifts to CtK’s General 
Fund made it all possible. Thank 
you! 
 
Confirmation Camp 
 $100 for each camper came out 

of budgeted youth funds. 
 
REACH Trip 
 1/3 of the cost came out of 

budgeted youth funds and an-
other third came from fundrais-
ing. 

 
Vacation Bible School 
 FREE to families for the second 

year in a row! 
 All supporting funds came from 

CtK’s general fund. 
 
Family Campfire 
 S’mores and fun galore! The 

general fund came through 
again! 

REACH Trip 

Vacation Bible School 

Family Campfire 

Confirmation Camp 



 

 

As the Body of Christ, we are called and sent to love and serve the world.                                                                       Page 11 

ELCA Sanctuary Designation 

911 E. 86th Street, Suite 200, Indianapolis, IN 46240 + 317-253-3522 + www.iksynod.org 

Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop Email: bishopbill@iksynod.org 

August 12, 2019 
 
Dear Members and Friends of the Indiana-Kentucky Synod, 
 
As you know, the triennial Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America met in Milwaukee, Wisconsin August 5-
10, 2019. On Wednesday August 7, the Assembly adopted a resolution that, among other things, declared the ELCA to be “a sanctuary 
church body.” This declaration has triggered a great deal of interest, debate, and criticism in social and news media, as well as among 
the members and friends of the ELCA across the country and this synod. Some of this has risen to a confused frenzy of questions and 
accusations, many of which arise from misunderstanding and, in some cases, misrepresentation of what the resolution actually says and 
means. With this letter, I invite you to take a deep breath with me and take some time to explore this resolution under the classic Luther-
an catechetical question, “What does this mean?” 
 
Given the sorts of misrepresentation and misinformation that have been floating around, before engaging in any discussion of this deci-
sion – or posting on social media about it – it is crucial that we all become familiar with the “original sources.” Here are some links 
that will assist you and your congregation to access these sources: 
 
The text of the resolution itself as reported in the Assembly’s Legislative Update: https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.guidebook.com/
upload/151152/11knAW9oxkPo5YZAeqlVhMih9vkH yOBVvTvb.pdf 
Videos of the discussion on the floor of the Assembly. You will need to use the slide bar on the bottom of the video to get to the time 
mark indicated (hour.minute). 

Wed. morning – Discussion begins at 1.09: https://youtu.be/EbOyMdeAqV0 

Wed. afternoon – Discussion starts at 1.21: https://youtu.be/a0-QMl5szYU 
The ELCA’s Social Teaching Statement on Immigration will also be helpful in providing some of the context and history that informed this 
decision. Through this page you will also find links to a couple of other documents about immigration that have been adopted since this 
one in 1998: https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Immigration 
 
In this resolution, the ELCA in Assembly reaffirmed “the long-term and growing commitment of this church to migrants and refuges and to 
the policy questions involved.” In other words, declaring the ELCA to be a sanctuary church body is a public declaration that we will contin-
ue and deepen what we have been doing as a church for some time in support of refugees and immigrants. Partnering with agen-
cies like Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS), we will continue to assist refuges and other immigrants to find homes and 
communities to welcome them and assist them in establishing a flourishing life in this country. The ELCA will also continue to accompany 
and advocate for immigrants who are seeking asylum and do what we can to see that undocumented immigrants are aware of, understand, 
and live into their rights under US law. This sort of ministry is expressed most clearly through AMMPARO, Accompanying Migrant Minors 
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. 
This resolution also “recognizes that the ELCA in congregations, synods and the churchwide organization are already taking the actions recommended 
by this memorial” and requests “that appropriate staff” from various agencies and ministries “review the existing strategies and practices by the five 
current sanctuary synods and develop a plan for additional tools that provide for education and discernment around sanctuary.” Note the verbs used 
here: recognize, request, review, provide. Note well: There is no requirement that any particular synod, congregation, or person provide sanctuary or 
engage in advocacy or other ministry with or on behalf of refugees or other immigrants. In other  words, the Churchwide Assembly’s declara-
tion that the ELCA is a sanctuary denomination binds only the ELCA Churchwide Organization; it does not bind congregations, synods, or other or-
ganizations. 
 
The ELCA and its leadership, including yours truly, support the work that some among us engage with and on behalf of refugees and oth-
er immigrants. We are committed to providing resources in support of that ministry. At the same time we do not require that others among 
our number to engage such ministry, advocacy, and action. We are also committed to “love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor” in the name of Jesus across our differences in perspective and action in this and other concerns [Romans 
12:10]. 
 
Please note: The Churchwide Assembly did not call for any illegal actions, all actions mentioned by the Churchwide Assembly are legal. 
Whether any person or organization chooses to engage in civil disobedience (and therefore accept the consequences) is up to them. Nev-
ertheless, one panelist in one of the news reports that I saw misguidedly proclaimed that the ELCA is violating both federal law and the 
Word of God in declaring itself a sanctuary church body. To make his point he quoted Romans 13:1ff: “Let every person be subject to the 
governing authorities.” Of course, the Word of God also says, in many places, that we are called to welcome, accompany, advocate for, 
and protect those who come from other places to live among us: 
 
“Do not oppress a foreigner; you yourselves know how it feels to be foreigners, because you were foreigners in Egypt.” 

Continued on page 12 
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https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.guidebook.com/upload/151152/11knAW9oxkPo5YZAeqlVhMih9vkHyOBVvTvb.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.guidebook.com/upload/151152/11knAW9oxkPo5YZAeqlVhMih9vkHyOBVvTvb.pdf
https://youtu.be/EbOyMdeAqV0
https://youtu.be/a0-QMl5szYU
https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Immigration
https://www.lirs.org/
https://www.elca.org/ammparo
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ELCA Sanctuary Designation 

 
 
 
 
 
What does becoming a sanctuary denomination mean for the ELCA? 
 

 In its simplest form, becoming a sanctuary denomination means that the ELCA is publicly declaring that 
walking alongside immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith. The ELCA Churchwide Assembly,  
the highest legislative authority of the ELCA, declared that when we preach on Sunday that Jesus told us to  
welcome, we will use our hands and voices on Monday to make sure it happens. 

 Being a sanctuary denomination does not call for any person, congregation or synod to engage in any 
illegal actions. 

 We have a broken system regarding immigration, refugees and asylum- seekers. To declare ourselves a 
sanctuary church body is to say that we seek to provide concrete resources to assist the  most  vulnerable  who  
are  feeling  the sharp edges of this broken system. 

 Being a sanctuary denomination is about loving our neighbors. While we may have different ideas about 
how to fix this broken system and may have different ways of loving our neighbors, our call to love our neighbor is  
central to our faith. 

 Being a sanctuary denomination will look different in different contexts. It may mean providing space for 
people to live; providing financial and legal support to those who are working through the immigration system; or 
supporting other congregations and service providers. We cannot mandate or direct our congregations and  
ministries to respond in specific ways. Each must work out what this means for them in their context. 

 While we don't yet know the full scope of the work that this declaration will open for the church, we do 
know that our faith communities are already doing sanctuary work. Sanctuary for a congregation may 
mean hosting English as a second Language (ESL) classes; marching as people of faith against the detention of 
children and families; providing housing for a community member facing deportation; or, in some of our  
congregations, having thoughtful conversations about what our faith says about immigration. All of these are a   

[Exodus 23:9] 
 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in.” [Matthew 25:35] 
 
“The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were 
aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” [Leviticus 19:34] 
 
“Do no wrong to the resident alien.” [Jeremiah 22:3] 
 
Ministries of welcome, advocacy, accompaniment, and protection for refugees and other immigrants are rooted in God’s Word and 
enlivened by the Spirit of Jesus. Freed in Christ crucified and risen, we are sent to love our neighbors as Jesus has loved us. We  
disagree with one another about how that love is expressed in the context of a dysfunctional immigration system and in light of the 
vulnerability of many refugees and immigrants among us. We also disagree with one another about whether, how, and when to resolve 
the tension between the call to “be subject to governing authorities” and the call to invite the stranger in and to “do no wrong to the 
resident alien.” 
 
Nevertheless, the call to love the neighbor is so central to our faith that each of us in our local contexts are called to figure out how 
God is calling us to embody this love as individuals and as communities of faith and witness. We engage this discernment in deep and 
honest discussion, debate, prayer, study, and discernment with our siblings across the community, the synod, and the church. We do 
so centered in Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the life of the world. In the end, as one bishop has put it, “For us, welcoming people 
is first and foremost a matter of faith which impacts how we live out all our vocations in God's world, including our political life.” 
 
Dear people of God, I invite you to take a moment to breathe deeply of the presence of God in this and so many other significant and 
challenging situations. Then, gather with others in whatever ways are most appropriate in your context to study and discuss these  
resources, dwell in scripture together, pray with and for one another with openness to the movement of the Spirit in your life together, 
and to seek wisdom about how you as individuals and as a community might grow, deepen, and expand your love of your neighbors, 
whoever they are. And, along the way, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God.” [1 John 4:7] 
 
Peace be with you, 
 
 
Rev. Dr. William O. Gafkjen, Bishop 

Continued on page 13 
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ELCA Sanctuary Designation/New Ministry Opportunity 

A New Mutual Ministry Called 2nd Half Adventure 
For those in the 2nd half of their lives 
 
 Once again, we are partnering with Clay Church, inviting anyone in the 
2nd half of life to come together around the table. This ministry is for folks who 
like to eat, learn and enjoy fellowship with people in our community.   
 There are three events scheduled in the fall and three in the spring.  A 
luncheon will take place at either Clay Church or CtK. Doors will open at 11:30 
a.m. and the meal will be served at noon. Following lunch, a program will  
entertain or inform. The program schedule for the fall is: 

 Wednesday, September 11, at Clay Firehouse: Performer Marilyn Hamm, composer, arranger 
and famed pianist. 

 Wednesday, October 9, at CtK: Speaker Rachel Coates, Special Projects Coordinator for the 
Kroc Center. 

 Wednesday, November 13, at Clay Firehouse: Speaker Eve Finessy, Executive Director of  
Forever Learning Institute. 

 To help defray the cost of the luncheon and program, a suggested donation of $7 per person is 
asked for at the time of registration. You must be registered to attend the program and you can do this 
on the two Sundays prior to the event in the narthex or in the front office during normal business hours or 
register online at https://www.claychurch.com/adventurers.  
 All are welcome to join in the fun, so please mark your calendars and invite any friends who may 
otherwise be eating alone. This is a unique opportunity for us to get to know our neighbors and to come 
together to form meaningful relationships and discuss meaningful things with those we may not  
otherwise have the opportunity to know.  

       step closer to sanctuary in our faith communities and sanctuary in our world for people who must leave their        
       homes 

 

 

 At our last churchwide assembly, we also committed to walking alongside Central American children 
and families fleeing their communities by  passing the AMMPARO strategy (Accompanying Migrant 
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://elca.org/ammparo


 

 

VBS 2019 
  
 Vacation Bible School 2019 
was a “splashing” success! Fifty-
six children joined us for a week-
long, fun-filled journey in “Splash 
Canyon.” Through songs, skits, 
interactive storytelling, crafts, 
snacks, and games, kids explored 
five different water-themed Bible 
stories, each of which highlighted 
how God is always with us on life’s 
wild ride. Children also participated 
in three different mission projects 
aimed at helping other kids  
navigate “rough waters.” At the 
end of the week, all attendees  
received a memento and music 
CD/DVD so they could keep the 
VBS experience alive at home. 
 Many, many thanks to the 
23 youth and 23 adult volunteers 
whose hard work and enthusiasm 
made Splash Canyon a reality! 
Thanks also to everyone in the 
congregation who donated funds 
and supplies, allowing us to once 
again offer a free VBS. Your time, 
talent, and generosity are essential 
to CtK’s VBS program—and our 
efforts to love and serve children in 
our congregation, our community, 
and the world at large. 
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Vacation Bible School 2019 



 

 

A Page In My Journey is a new monthly column written by a member of the congregation 
about their faith journey. If you are interested, submit your story to media@ctkluth.com 

 Growing up, church was never a 
choice. 
 I’m the son of a Lutheran  
pastor (though from a decidedly more  
conservative denomination than the 
ELCA), so I never had much say in  
whether I wanted to go to church or be 
involved in it. As we moved around to  
congregations in Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa, I performed in 
Christmas pageants, spent countless  
services as an acolyte, and always  
knew the correct answers in confirmation 
class. 
 My faith became my own,  
however, at summer camp. From fourth 
grade through high school, I spent one 
week a year at a small but vibrant LCMS 
camp in central Iowa, forming new friendships and having my spirituality reignited around the campfire. 
While I was an undergrad at Valparaiso University, I returned to work as a counselor for two summers, 
helping a new generation of campers conquer the climbing wall, canoe down a river, and grow more  
confident in their faith. 
 Toward the end of that second summer, though, changes started happening, and the camp that I 
loved was lost. I saw the politics of church at play, as backward-thinking pastors worked to exert control 
over every detail of camp activities — showing more concern over whether every word that was said and 
sung was theologically perfect than whether it was bringing kids closer to God. 
 Were the meal prayers we sung to the tunes of the “Superman” or “Flintstones” themes or  
campers performing “music videos” to contemporary Christian rock songs “good and most certainly true,” 
as Martin Luther would say? Probably not, but those activities were meeting young people where they 
were at — showing them a form of Christianity that they could understand and relate to. 
 The more I thought about it, the more I realized the church I had grown up with didn’t match my 
understanding of Jesus. I saw a church focused on keeping people out rather than welcoming them in, 
more eager to pass judgment on individuals than to accept them as they were. I didn’t think I would find a 
church that was clearly and intentionally for anyone and everyone — until I came to the ELCA and Christ 
the King. 
 My wife, Mallory, and I moved here from Chicago shortly before our first child arrived, and we 
wanted to find a loving, supportive, welcoming community for our kids to grow up in. We knew we had 
found it the first time we visited CtK, and we experience it again each time we come back. We hear  
prayers focused on social justice, helping the poor and oppressed, and protecting the environment. We 
sing songs and follow liturgy that blends global influences with timeless traditions. We engage in service 
opportunities to help the homeless and those recently released from prison. We listen to messages that 
assure us that no one is perfect, but God loves everyone for who they are. 
 Four years later, church is a choice, and being involved at CtK is one of the best decisions we’ve 
ever made. It’s been amazing getting to know so many different people through various committees and 
events, and to now learn more about the inner workings of the congregation as I serve as vice president. 
 “We are called and sent to love and serve the world” is literally a one-of-a-kind mission statement 
— if you Google it, CtK is the only search result that comes up — and it fills my heart with warmth and joy 
to hear us collectively say it together at the end of every service. It’s a powerful declaration of who we are 
and what we believe, and it’s a message that strongly resonates with younger generations growing up in 
turbulent times. As we head into our second half-century as a congregation, I can’t wait to see the new 
opportunities we will have to love and serve the world together. 
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A Page In My Journey—Josh Weinhold  
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Stewardship Stew 

 Stewardship speaks directly to the wonderful 
diversity of people and their different abilities and  
capabilities. These 
may range from  
singing in the choir  
to organizing and 
leading a Bible study, 
or to ministering to 
someone in need. It 
has been said that 
"My life is God's gift to 
me. What I do with it 
is my gift to God." In 
exercising our talents, 
we increase them and 
enhance the lives of 
those around us. 
 Related to the 
idea of exercising our 
talents is the use of 
our time. Sometimes 
we find ourselves  
taking time for  
granted, and at  
other times we find 
ourselves so busy 
that time passes  
without conscious 
thought or  
appreciation. But  
truly, each of us has 
an unknown amount 
of time that is given to 
us, and the phrase 
"spending our time" is 
quite accurate. Being 
a steward of our time 
means being aware of 
its importance and using it wisely in the service of 
God.   

Submitted by 
Deb Frecka 
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Save the Date 

Christ the King Lutheran Church AND  
Seasons Counseling of Michiana present: 

 

6th Annual Hymn Festival of Healing and Hope 
 

Date: October 4, 2019  
Time: 7:00 pm 

Location: Christ the King Lutheran Church 
 

Please join us as we kick-off National Mental Illness Awareness Week  
for an evening of music, prayer, anointing, readings, and healing. 

Featuring the musicians of CtK, the Notre Dame Children's Choir, and  
the Ripple Effect. 

 
All are welcome. Light reception to follow the program.  
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CtK Business Update, Thank You’s & Volunteer Needs 

Thank you 
 Thank you to all those who volunteered 
their time and/or donated money to the 2019 A 
Backpack & Beyond. 337 children attended this 
year's event and these children could not have 
been served without your generosity. Also, 
thank you to our partners: JC Penney, Macy's, 
Boling Vision, Clay United Methodist Church, 
Christ the King Catholic Church, St. Michael, 
Sinai Synagogue, All Angels Episcopal Church 
and Lydick United Methodist Church.  

The kitchen committee 
would like to thank  

everyone who bought 
items and donated  

money for the kitchen.  
We were able to  

purchase 100 place  
settings of dishes and  
other items needed. 

Thanks to everyone who 
was able to come to the 

shower.  

Volunteers needed 
 Seeking Altar Care volunteers for all services, especially after 8:15 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
services. Training will be provided.  Please contact Jan Irvine (574) 277-8805 or Peggy 
Sudrovech (574) 333-3766 if interested. 

Canopy update: We have received all $156,290.10 needed for the canopy project. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
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September 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Mum Sale - benefiting 

Madison Food Pack 
8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 

School 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 
11:15 a.m. Traditional 

Worship 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

2 
No Worship Monday! 
Office Closed - Holiday 
 

3 
6:00 p.m. Shamrock 

Open House - In 

Classroom 405 
6:15 p.m. Pastoral Care 

Committee Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Social  

Ministry Committee 

Meeting 

4 
10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

In Rm 201 
10:00 a.m. Women's 

Journey In 303 
12:00 p.m. Staff  

Meeting 
3:30 p.m. Women on 

Wednesdays Room 103 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

5 
Scandinavia Trip 
6:00 p.m. Worship 

Committee Meeting 

RM 201 
7:00 p.m. Xalt  

Rehearsal 

6 
Scandinavia Trip 
10:00 a.m. Hook and 

Needle Yarn Ministry 
7:00 p.m. AA Mtg. 

7 
Scandinavia Trip 
8:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

In 504 
10:00 a.m. Michiana 

Calligraphy Guild 

8 
Mum Sale - benefiting 

Madison Food Pack 
Rally Sunday and picnic. 
Scandinavia Trip 
8:15 a.m. Traditional  

Worship 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 

School 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 
11:15 a.m. Traditional 

Worship 
5:00 p.m. Sunday Night 

Live! 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

9 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
12:00 p.m. Men's 

Lunch Group 
6:00 p.m. Mosiac 

South Advocacy In 

504 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
7:00 p.m. Alleluia 

Ringers 

10 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
12:00 p.m. Stephen 

Ministries Network 

Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Property 

Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Stephen 

Ministry Supervision In 

500 

11 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

In Rm 201 
10:00 a.m. Women's 

Journey In 303 
11:30 a.m. 2nd Half 

Adventure - Clay  

Firehouse 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Adult Faith 

Formation Room 201 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

12 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
8:00 a.m. Men's Bible 

Study Rm 201 
7:00 p.m. Xalt Re-

hearsal 

13 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
10:00 a.m. Card  

Ministry 
7:00 p.m. AA Mtg. 

14 
God's Work. Our 

Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
8:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

In 504 
 

15 
God's Work. Our Hands. 
Scandinavia Trip 
8:15 a.m. Traditional  

Worship 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 

School 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 
11:15 a.m. Traditional 

Worship 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

16 
Scandinavia Trip 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
7:00 p.m. Alleluia 

Ringers 

17 
Scandinavia Trip 
 

18 
KH Articles Due 
Scandinavia Trip 
10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

In Rm 201 
10:00 a.m. Women's 

Journey In 303 
12:00 p.m. Staff  

Meeting 
3:30 p.m. Women on 

Wednesdays Room 

103 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

19 
Scandinavia Trip 
7:00 p.m. PHJC & 

Assoc. 
7:00 p.m. Xalt  

Rehearsal 

20 
Scandinavia Trip 
7:00 p.m. AA Mtg. 

21 
8:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

In 504 
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary 

Choir - Fall Retreat - 

VOH 

3:00 p.m. Flour 

Bouts kick off event for 

fall  

22 
8:15 a.m. Traditional  

Worship 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 
11:15 a.m. Traditional 

Worship 
5:00 p.m. CtK Children's 

Choir during SNL -  

Rehearsal 
5:00 p.m. Sunday Night Live! 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

23 
12:00 p.m. Men's 

Lunch Group 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
7:00 p.m. Alleluia 

Ringers 

24 
6:00 p.m. CMG offsite 

7:00 p.m. Sandwich 

Group Meeing at the 

Pub on Cleveland 

25 
10:00 a.m. Adult Study 

In Rm 201 
10:00 a.m. Women's 

Journey In 303 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

26 
8:00 a.m. Men's Bible 

Study Rm 201 
7:00 p.m. Xalt Re-

hearsal 

27 
5:30 p.m. ND  

Children's Choir Fall 

Fundraiser/Talent 

Show - VOH 
7:00 p.m. AA Mtg. 

28 
8:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

In 504 

10:00 a.m. Mum Sale 

Pick Up 

29 
8:15 a.m. Traditional  

Worship 
9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday 

School 
9:30 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 

10:30 a.m. Sunday 

School 
11:15 a.m. Traditional 

Worship 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

30 
4:00 p.m. Seasons 

Counseling of  

Michiana's 2019 Board 

of Directors meeting 
6:30 p.m. Worship 
7:00 p.m. Alleluia 

Ringers 

1 
6:15 p.m. Pastoral 

Care Committee  

Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Social  

Ministry Committee 

Meeting 

2 
10:00 a.m. Adult 

Study In Rm 201 
10:00 a.m. Women's 

Journey In 303 
12:00 p.m. Staff  

Meeting 
3:30 p.m. Women on 

Wednesdays Room 103 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Choir 

3 
7:00 p.m. Xalt  

Rehearsal 

4 
10:00 a.m. Hook and 

Needle Yarn Ministry 
7:00 p.m. AA Mtg. 
7:00 p.m. Hymn  

Festival of Healing and 

Hope 

5 
8:00 a.m. AA Meeting 

In 504 
9:00 a.m. Michiana 

Calligraphy Guild - 

workshop 
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A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 
 
Holy Communion 
Sunday 8:15, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m. 
Monday 6:30 p.m. 
 
Office Hours 
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday 
Phone: (574) 272-4306 
 
Seasons Counseling Center 

(574) 277-0274 

Executive Director     

Alexandra Sobieski 

Director of Operations  

Deborah Campoli 

Business Director                    

Don Zerfas 

Professional counselors available  

by appointment. 

Get Involved 

New Volunteers Welcome 
 Do you know what “helping 
hands” is at CtK? 
 Members are called to provide 
salads and desserts for funeral  
luncheons. We also prepare meals for 
shut-ins, families with medical issues, 
and someone in need of one or more 
meals for a short time.    
 If you are interested in being a 
part of this group and added to the  
list of volunteers please call Carolyn 
Nowakowski at (574) 277-5409.    

Madison Food Packs 
 The start of school 
always brings the start  
of the fundraising for  
the Madison Food Packs. 
CtK committed to  
sponsoring 40 children  
at Madison STEAM  
Academy who receive  
a backpack full of food  
for the weekend every  
Friday. The cost to feed  
a child for the school  
year is $140. Look in  
the narthex starting this 
month to see apples  
hanging on the wall.  
Each apple represents 
one student sponsored.  
The loose change offering for August and September 
will go toward this program, as well as all profits from 
the CtK mum sale.  


