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Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 
of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”     
             Matthew 25:34–36 

God,
Guide me, if I’m willing,
 (drive me if I’m not),
  Into the hard ways of sacrifice 
   Which are just and loving.
Make me wide-hearted for love,
 And for the unloved,
  Who are the hardest to touch
   And need it the most.

The above is an excerpt from a prayer entitled “Breathe into Me the Courage to Make Something 
New.” Found in the most weathered book on my shelf, a prayer book called Guerrillas of Grace, 
I’ll print more next month as the season of Lent begins. For now, it’s enough to focus on these 
few lines. Read them again, will you?  

If these words speak to you, read on. If they don’t, please back up and try again!  

It seems to me these few words reveal the heart of what it means to love and serve the world. 
They reveal what I feel…but could never say in quite this way…when I hear the familiar passage 
found in Matthew 25. There are some harsh words in this passage. (Jesus doesn’t mess around 
when he emphasizes loving and serving). But there are also some clear blessings in the difficult 
work of serving those who are “hungry, thirsty, unknown (a stranger), poor, sick, and imprisoned.”  

This Lenten season, we’re going to join with several community partners in an effort to do just that.  

As you can see from the calendar of events on the following pages, the Matthew 25 Project  
provides many ways to explore issues named in this well-known Scripture reading. It provides 
ways to understand more fully with one’s mind, to experience more deeply with one’s heart,  
and to serve in some small way with one’s hands.   

There’s a book study in cooperation with the Civil Rights Heritage Center and IUSB. There’s  
looking at Matthew 25 through art and photography at the Snite Museum of Art on the campus 
of Notre Dame. There’s a film series, held at the public library, in cooperation with the Browning 
Cinema of the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center at Notre Dame. (By the way, our own CtK Movie 
Group has already discussed two of the movies in this series!) There’s a presentation by an 
Afghan refugee who has written a young people’s book about her experience. (We’re planning  
a field trip to that event!) There will be opportunities to contribute to a project benefitting women 
in Malawi and children in the Near Northwest Neighborhood of South Bend. And there will be an 
opportunity…hosted by CtK and Clay Church…to participate in a simulation of living as one who  
is “hungry, thirsty, unknown (a stranger), poor, sick, and imprisoned.”  
This is our unique contribution to this year’s Matthew 25 Project.

Please look over the schedule of events now and mark your calendars for whatever moves your 
heart…or fits into your already busy life. And just as with the portion of the prayer at the beginning 
of this article, if at first glance you don’t find anything, please back up and try again!

God,
Guide me, if I’m willing,
 (drive me if I’m not),
  Into the hard ways of sacrifice 
   Which are just and loving.
Make me wide-hearted for love,
 And for the unloved,
  Who are the hardest to touch
   And need it the most.

Alongside you on the journey,

Pastor Caroline
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ALONGSIDE YOU ON THE JOURNEY
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MATTHEW 25 PROJECT

Events by Category
Worship
The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday 
(March 2). Join us at 11 am or 7 pm for a traditional 
Ash Wednesday service, including imposition 
of ashes. “Drive-through” ashes will also be available in the front parking lot between noon and 1 pm.

Throughout Lent, Sunday worship services will be held at their regular times: 8:15 am (traditional), 9:30 am (contemporary), 
and 11:15 am (traditional). On Wednesdays, Holden Evening Prayer services will be offered virtually via YouTube; log on 
and watch anytime.

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday (April 10), with three services offered at the usual times. CtK will also conduct  
in-person worship services on Maundy Thursday (April 14) and Good Friday (April 15), as well as an Easter Vigil service 
on Saturday, April 16. All three services will begin at 7 pm.

After two years away, we will once again celebrate Easter in the sanctuary! Join us on Sunday, April 17, at 8:15, 9:30,  
or 11:15 am to celebrate this most joyful day in the church year!

Giving
Throughout Lent, CtK will engage in special giving initiatives in three focus areas:

Weeks 1 and 2: Food Ministries
All are encouraged to bring in product donations for the Spring Break Food Pack Initiative conducted in conjunction 
with Clay Food Pantry. We will also collect cash donations to purchase ingredients for “Cooking for a Cause.” 
(See the “Service” section for more information.)

Weeks 3 and 4: Easter Baskets
In conjunction with First Presbyterian Church of South Bend, CtK has committed to providing Easter baskets for over 
100 children at LaSalle Park Homes. Bring in items to fill the baskets or make a monetary donation to help bring joy 
to children in our community.

Weeks 5 and 6: Feminine Hygiene
Feminine hygiene products are a necessity—yet their cost is a burden for many women across the globe. Bring in  
feminine hygiene supplies for distribution through the Clay Food Pantry, or provide a monetary donation to support 
efforts to make reusable pads for girls in Malawi.

Service
There are plentiful opportunities to love and serve the world this Lent, including the following:

Card Making
Stop by the narthex between 10:30 and 11 am on March 6 and 13 to make one-of-a-kind greeting cards. Throughout  
the year, the Pastoral Care Committee will send these cards to individuals in need of prayer or simply a kind word.

Cooking for a Cause
Help prepare meals for CtK community members in need of TLC. We’ll gather in Van Oort Hall from 12:30 to 2:30 pm 
on March 6, 13, and 27 to make casseroles and baked goods. Finished meals will be stored in the church freezers for 
distribution in the months ahead.

Spring Break Food Packs Sorting and Distribution
Join us at the Clay Church Firehouse Campus on Saturday, March 26, to help sort and repackage donations for the 
Spring Break Food Packs project. We’ll gather again on Monday, March 28, to deliver the finished Food Packs to 
locations across the community.

Continued on the next page
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Easter Basket Service Events
Come to the narthex between 10:30 and 11 am on Sunday, March 20, to make Easter basket goodies for the children  
at LaSalle Park Homes. Join us again in Van Oort Hall on Sunday, March 27, for an intergenerational event where folks  
of all ages (including Sunday school students and youth) help sort and pack our Easter basket donations.

Benefit Concert for St. Margaret’s House
All are invited to CtK at 3:30 pm on Sunday, March 20, for a concert featuring piano, viola, and vocal performances.  
The concert is organized by St. Mary’s College faculty member Rose Wollman as part of an Indiana Campus Compact 
community engagement grant. Proceeds from the event will be donated to St. Margaret’s House.

Dinner at Dismas House
Sign up to make and take a meal to Dismas House on Tuesday, March 29, then stay and eat in fellowship with the  
residents, who are working toward independent living after jail or prison. (This is a recurring monthly ministry— 
so if you can’t make it in March, stay tuned for additional opportunities!)

Making Pads for Malawi
In some parts of the world, girls miss up to one week of school per month because they lack access to feminine hygiene 
products. Help promote women’s education by coming to the narthex between 10:30 and 11 am on Sunday, April 3,  
to cut material that will be sewn into reusable pads for girls in Malawi. 

Learning
Expand your mind and your heart this Lent through participation in the following events:

Film and Discussion Series
Join us for a film series focused on themes from Matthew 25. Movies will be screened on five consecutive Mondays  
at the new downtown library, starting at 6 pm. Each film will be followed by discussion led by Notre Dame faculty.  
This series is sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of South Bend in cooperation with Notre Dame’s Browning  
Cinema and Department of Film, Television, and Theater. 

International Women’s Day “Party with a Purpose”
Stop by the Fireside Room at IUSB between 11 am and 3 pm on Tuesday, March 8, to celebrate International Women’s 
Day and learn about ways to help women across the globe. Enjoy presentations by several nonprofits dedicated to 
women’s empowerment; buy fair-trade goods made by women artisans; and participate in hands-on service projects. 
This event is sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of South Bend and the IUSB Honors Program.

Looking at Matthew 25 Through Art and Photography
Explore artwork featuring the hungry, thirsty, unknown, poor, sick, and imprisoned, all from the collections at Notre 
Dame’s Snite Museum of Art. This event is sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of South Bend and will be held twice: 
on Saturday, March 19, from 1 to 3 pm, and again on Thursday, March 24, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.

Courage Book Talk
Join Afghan refugee and Calvin College student Freshta Tori Jan for a discussion of her young people’s book Courage: 
My Story of Persecution. We’ll gather for lunch at CtK, then travel as a group to the presentation at First Presbyterian. 
Following the book talk, there will be a book signing and opportunity to learn more about Afghan refugee programs  
in Michiana.

Until Justice Be Done Book Study
Learn more about the history of civil rights in the United States by taking part in a three-session study of Until Justice 
Be Done by Kate Masur. Meetings will be held on March 24, March 31, and April 7 at First Presbyterian Church in South 
Bend. This series is a cooperative effort of First Presbyterian, the Civil Rights Heritage Center, and IUSB.

Intergenerational Sunday School: Exploring Matthew 25
All are invited to an intergenerational Sunday school event on Palm Sunday (April 10). We’ll gather in Van Oort Hall from 
10:30 to 11 am to engage in a variety of hands-on activities that help us better recognize that people in need are not 
always remote from us. Everyone from age 1 to 99 is encouraged to attend!

Poverty Simulation
Come to the Clay Church Firehouse Campus from 9 am to 1 pm on April 23 to participate in a simulation of living as one 
who is hungry, thirsty, estranged, poor, sick, and imprisoned. This powerful event is a collaborative effort of CtK and Clay 
Church. Lunch and materials will be provided.

Continued on the next page
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Dismas House: Dinner and Fellowship 
This mission involves making dinner for residents at Dismas House who are  
working toward independent living after jail or prison. CtK members sign up  
to prepare and take a meal and eat in fellowship with the residents. Sign up  
on the narthex kiosk and/or contact Bob Clausen for more details.  
Dismas House is located at 521 S. St. Joseph Street in South Bend.

Second Half Adventurers 
Wednesday, February 9 | 11:30 am–1:30 pm 
Our Second Half Adventurers invite you to their next gathering! Join us at  
Clay Church Firehouse Campus for lunch, fellowship, and an informational  
seminar by Kirsten Sharpe on Downsizing for Seniors. You can order a box  
lunch for $10 or bring your own. Registration is required; sign up at  
www.ctkluth.com/events.

Winter Party at St. Patrick’s Park 
Sunday, February 20 | 5:30–7:30 pm 
The YFF and Fellowship Committees have teamed up to host a snow tubing party at St. Patrick’s Park on Sunday,  
February 20, from 5:30–7:30 pm. We’ve reserved a hill and warming room where we’ll have hot chocolate and snacks  
available. If tubing isn’t your thing, we’ll also have some board games on hand (or feel free to bring your own). This is  
a church-wide event—all are welcome—so we hope for a great turnout of all ages.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

ShopWithScrip
ShopWithScrip provides the opportunity for you to order gift cards for yourself and others, allowing you to shop the 
brands you love while helping our local community missions. Look in the narthex between services on February 6  
and 20 to place and pick up your orders.  

GriefShare  
Continues
If you or someone you know  
has suffered the loss of a loved  
one, please consider joining  
GriefShare. No matter how long 
ago, how recent, or what kind  
of loss it was... all are welcome!  
This support group meets on  
Tuesdays from 10 am to noon  
in Van Oort Hall.  

St. Margaret’s House Winter Walk 2022 
Walk a mile in her shoes. Registration is now open for Winter Walk 2022! Join our community in walking in  
solidarity with the women and children of St. Margaret’s House. Walk in person or virtually!  Find more information  
at stmargaretshouse.org.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

“Your Theology 
in 66 Verses” 
Continues
All are invited to “Your Theology in 66 Verses,” 
led by Pastor Brad, as we read our way 
through the Bible, one book at a time. 
As we finish each book, we’ll select one 
verse that best reflects the heart of our faith.

Meetings will be held via Zoom on 
the Sundays listed below, beginning 
at 12:45 pm. Meeting dates and 
corresponding books are as follows:

 • February 6: Ecclesiastes
 • February 20: Song of Solomon
 • March 6: Isaiah
 • March 20: Jeremiah

Log in with meeting number 881 0686 0112 and passcode 66verses. 

Looking for something new this winter? Drop in for a session, even if you haven’t been reading along so far! For more  
information, please contact Pastor Brad or Sarah Felde.

Sunday School Update 
In January, Sunday school classes for kids ages 2 through grade 5 successfully transitioned back indoors. Everyone enjoys 
being together in the classroom (hooray!) to hear Bible stories, learn together, and have fun with friends! Special thanks to 
January’s dedicated team of teachers, who have done a wonderful job sharing God’s love while adapting to our new Covid 
safety procedures: Amy Layman, Chad Roggow, Julie Markiewicz, and Sarah Felde.

New (and returning) faces are always welcome to join us! Classes meet each Sunday from 10:30 to 11:10 am in the class-
rooms adjacent to the narthex. Please contact Sarah Felde if you have any questions.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Adult Study Opportunities  
CtK offers a range of adult study opportunities throughout the week. Read on to find a group that’s right for you.  
All are welcome!

 • Parsing Scripture with Pastor Steve: Join Pastor Steve for a closer look at the week’s Gospel reading.  
  This group meets in person on Sundays at 10:15 am in Room 502/504; another session is held via  
  Zoom on Monday evenings at 7 pm. Connect at www.ctkluth.com/ps2.
  
 • Women’s Journey: This group meets Wednesday mornings at 10 am for discussion led by Pastor Caroline.    
  The first Wednesday of the month the group volunteers at Cultivate Food Rescue; the rest of the month half   
  the group joins via Zoom and half meets in person in Room 303. Call the church office for login information   
  or simply show up in Room 303. All are welcome! 
 
 • Men’s Study Group: The Men’s Study Group meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each month  
  at 8:30 am. Topics vary and are selected by the group. Formats have included video/discussion, book study,   
  and Bible study. Contact Chuck Trundle or the church office for more information.
  
 • Women on Wednesdays: Women on Wednesdays (WOW) meets the first and third Wednesday of each   
  month at 2:30 pm in Room 504 and uses Gather magazine as the focal point of their study. The magazine  
  is available online at t gathermagazine.org. For more information, please contact Jan Irvine.

CtK Movie Club:  
Coming Attractions 
CtK’s Movie Club is back! Watch each month’s movie at home, then come  
to CtK at 10 am on the selected Saturday morning for meaningful (and fun!)  
conversation with a lively group of folks of all ages. Childcare is available 
to those who need it.

We’ll gather on February 5 to discuss Fargo, then again on February 26 
to discuss Twelve Angry Men. Please contact Josh Weinhold or 
Sarah Felde for more information.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

February Youth Crew Update
CtK’s Youth Crew for middle and high school students continues to meet each Sunday at 10:30 am. We are looking forward 
to hearing faith stories from some of our CtK members over the next few weeks. We know these conversations will be 
meaningful and provide time for all of us to connect in a unique way. 

If you haven’t been attending Youth Crew, we strongly encourage you to come when you can! We have great conversations 
focusing on the sermons of the week and always spend time sharing with each other. Our youth are welcoming to all 
who join. They are great kids and so supportive of one another. 

Howard Park Youth Skating Event
All 6th through 12th graders are invited to meet at Howard Park on Saturday, February 5, from 6–8 pm. Come and skate,  
or just hang out and visit! Ctk will cover the cost of admission and skate rental. The only money you will need is for snacks. 

Sunday Night Live
SNL will meet February 13 and 27 from 5:00–6:30 pm. No meals are planned at this time.
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CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – DECEMBER 31, 2021

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts DECEMBER YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $2,371  $34,831

 Community Mission       $6,600  $84,500

 International Mission $8 $14,567

 INTO Mission Fund –  $1,811 

 Seminary Fund $150  $2,390

 CMG - Word and Table $40     $37,053

 Sunday School –  $500

 Youth Activities $608    $7,925

   $9,776 $183,576 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   DECEMBER YTD   
 Income $86,554 $537,516

 Expenditures      ($59,356)  $630,795

 Surplus (Deficit) $27,198        ($6,296)  

   DECEMBER    
 Trust Memorial Fund $7,305  

 Trust Endowment Fund $132,556

 Total $139,861

Loose Offering
 Broadway Christian $720
 Broadway Christian $1,095
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17195 Cleveland Road 
South Bend, IN 46635
A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is part of every  
Sunday morning worship service.   
Distribution varies as described below. 

Office Hours 
9 am - 2 pm
Monday through Friday 
Phone: (574) 272.4306 

Seasons Counseling Center  
(574) 277.0274

Executive Director
Alexandra Sobieski
Director of Operations  
Deborah Campoli
Business Director
Don Zerfas
Professional counselors available by appointment.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Sundays at 8:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia!  
Ringers, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice are also available). This service is mask-optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, this service includes a Young People’s Message  
and is quite family friendly, but speaks to people of all ages. Masks are required for all age 2 and older, regardless  
of vaccination status, and Holy Communion is celebrated with prepackaged elements.

Sunday School for all ages meets from 10:30–11:10 am 

Sundays at 11:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia!  
Ringers, a Young People’s Message, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine  
(gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available). Masks are required for all age 2 and older, regardless  
of vaccination status. 

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am worship 
service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video, the worship folder for 
Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online donation link to continue your tradition 
of giving at worship.
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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

2 Corinthians 5:17


