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A Future Not Our Own

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise  
  that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the kingdom  
  always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about:
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water the seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity  
  for God’s grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
But that is the difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

Bishop Kenneth Untener, “Prophets of a Future Not Our Own” 

These are wise words. Once you embrace them, they do not say as much about your 
limitations as they say about your potential. You can’t do everything, but you can do 
something. You can plant seeds. You can lay foundations. You can provide yeast. 
You can provide an opportunity for God’s grace to enter and do the rest.

Thanks to all who planted the seeds, laid the foundations, and provided the yeast 
that has grown into Christ the King Lutheran Church. May we, in turn, do the same…
whatever that looks like in 2022.

Happy New Year. And happy planting.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Annual Meeting on January 30 
The 2022 annual meeting of Christ the King will be held Sunday, January 30, at 12:30 pm. The purpose of the meeting 
includes:

 • Electing members to the Church Council, Trust Fund Committee, Nominating Committee,  
  and Memorial Fund Committee

 • Approving a 2022 budget

 • Celebrating 2021 highlights and looking forward to 2022

This will be a hybrid meeting, held in the sanctuary and virtually. If you would prefer to participate in the proceedings  
electronically, please submit your name and email address at ctkluth.com/annualmeeting or contact the church office. 
Login information will be sent to you directly.

Mission Grant Update 
Four community organizations received Mission Grant Funds in 2021, totaling $14,300. Any CtK member who is affiliated 
with a ministry independent of or originated within CtK can apply for a grant. Ministries outside of CtK must have  
a mission in line with CtK’s mission statement: “As the body of Christ, we are called and sent to love and serve the 
world.” The grant request must be for a project or capital need that has not yet taken place or for program support,  
supplies, and capital needs that contribute to the care of the people served by the ministry. 

In 2021, CtK fulfilled the following four applications:

 • Camp Friedenswald, $1,500: This grant helped pay for the construction of new playground equipment.
 • Phebe School, $5,300: This grant supplemented CtK’s funding to sponsor 60 students at Phebe School in Liberia.
 • Seasons Counseling of Michiana, $2,500: This grant provides financial assistance to clients who are uninsured  
  and/or unable to afford counseling services.
 • Christ Child Society of South Bend, $5,000: This grant helped Christ Child Society replenish depleted supplies  
  of new clothing.

ELCA Disaster Relief 
On the night of December 10, a devastating outbreak of more than 30 tornadoes swept through six states. Kentucky was 
impacted the most, with more than 70 people reported dead. Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with partners in  
the affected areas, including our own Indiana-Kentucky Synod, to respond to immediate needs. Given the initial damage 
assessments, recovery will likely take years, and Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared to accompany survivors until  
the response is complete. To contribute to these efforts, please visit the CtK website (click “Give to CtK”) or place a check in 
the offering clearly marked “ELCA Disaster Response.”

CtK Musical Ensembles Early 2022 Scheduling
CTK SANCTUARY CHOIR
Wednesday, 12/29 – NO Rehearsal
Wednesday, 1/5 – NO Rehearsal
Wednesday, 1/12 – NO Rehearsal
Wednesday, 1/19 – First Rehearsal  
of 2022! 7–8 pm in the Music Room
Sunday, 2/6 – First Sunday to sing  
in worship 

CTK ALLELUIA RINGERS
Thursday, 12/30 - NO Rehearsal
Thursday, 1/6 - NO Rehearsal
Thursday, 1/13 - NO Rehearsal
Thursday, 1/20 – First Rehearsal of 2022!
6:30–7:30 pm in the Sanctuary
Sunday, 2/27 – RING IN WORSHIP  
for Transfiguration

XALT!
12/26 – No Xalt/No Drive-In service
Thursday, 12/30 – regular rehearsal,
7:30–8:30 pm
Sunday, 1/2 – First INDOOR 9:30 service 
since COVID began!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Sunday School Update
After nearly two years, Sunday school returns indoors this January! Our first day back in the classrooms will be  
January 9. To help ensure everyone’s continued safety (especially that of our youngest students, who are not yet  
vaccine eligible), we will have the following measures in place:

 • The preschool/kindergarten class will meet in our largest classroom (Room 405). Each family will be placed  
  at their own table to ensure adequate social distancing.
 • Masks will be required of all students in all classrooms.
 • Take-home Sunday school materials will be provided to any families who are not yet comfortable joining  
  us in person. 

Class will begin at 10:30 and wrap up at 11:10. As always, please be sure to sign your child in and out of the classroom. 

If you have questions or would like to reserve a take-home packet, please contact Sarah Felde.

Adult Study Opportunities  
CtK offers a range of adult study opportunities throughout the week. Read on to find a group that’s right for you.  
All are welcome!

 • Parsing Scripture with Pastor Steve: Join Pastor Steve for a closer look at the week’s Gospel reading.  
  This group meets in person on Sundays at 10:15 am in Room 502/504; another session is held via  
  Zoom on Monday evenings at 7 pm. Connect at www.ctkluth.com/ps2.
  
 • Women’s Journey: This group meets Wednesday mornings at 10 am in Room 303 with Pastor Caroline. 
  All are welcome! (Please note this group is on hiatus until January 12.)
  
 • Men’s Study Group: The Men’s Study Group meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each month  
  at 8:30 am. Topics vary and are selected by the group. Formats have included video/discussion, book study,   
  and Bible study. Contact Chuck Trundle or the church office for more information.
  
 • Women on Wednesdays: Women on Wednesdays (WOW) meets the first and third Wednesday of each   
  month at 2:30 pm in Room 504 and uses Gather magazine as the focal point of their study. The magazine  
  is available online at gathermagazine.org. For more information, please contact Jan Irvine.

“Your Theology in 66 Verses” Continues
All are invited to “Your Theology in 66 Verses,” led by Pastor Brad, as we read our 
way through the Bible, one book at a time. As we finish each book, we’ll select one 
verse that best reflects the heart of our faith.

Meetings will be held via Zoom on the Sundays listed below, beginning at 12:30 pm. 
Meeting dates and corresponding books are as follows:

 • January 9: Psalms 76 to 150
 • January 23: Proverbs
 • February 6: Ecclesiastes
 • February 20: Song of Solomon
 • March 6: Isaiah
 • March 20: Jeremiah

Log in with meeting number 881 0686 0112 and passcode 66verses. 

New faces are always welcome! Drop in for a session, even if you haven’t been reading along so far! For more information, 
please contact Pastor Brad or Sarah Felde.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

CtK Outdoor Nativity Event
On December 19, over 40 people gathered for a unique, meaningful, and fun journey to Bethlehem... all without leaving 
CtK’s backyard! 

Our journey began in the outdoor chapel, where a pair of angels set the scene and prepared us for our trip. We then  
traveled to five different stations around the rear parking lot. At each station, we met folks from the Nativity story, 
played by CtK’s youth and some other familiar faces. Along the way, each family gathered the pieces of a kid-friendly, 
hand-painted Nativity set to take home. The journey concluded where it began—in the outdoor chapel—where we 
welcomed baby Jesus and heard a brief message from the pastors. We then wrapped up the fun with cookies and hot 
cocoa for everyone.

Many, many thanks to all the youth and adult volunteers made this event a success: Allison Roggow, Ellie Satre,  
Jensen Harms, Leah Schuman, Maryn Harms, Molly Schuman, Parnasi Bandyopadhyay, Will Roggow, Kara Clark, 
Matt Douhan, Pastor Brad, and Pastor Caroline. You were fantastic!

Youth Crew Resumes in January
Youth Crew (Sunday school for grades 6–12) resumes on January 9 at 10:30 am. The middle school group will meet in 
Room 303, and the high school group will meet in the youth room. Everyone is welcome!

Winter Event at St. Patrick’s Park
The Fellowship and YFF Committees are planning a church-wide event for all ages to connect and enjoy the winter  
season! Join us on Saturday, February 20, from 5:30–7:30 pm at St. Patrick’s Park. If you want to tube—or your kids do— 
go for it! We will have a cozy warming station where folks can hang out, play games (feel free to bring your own),  
and enjoy hot cocoa and snacks. This event has something for everyone. Save the date on your calendar and plan to join  
us for what’s sure to be a fun evening!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

A Note from Hillary Doerries, Director of Music Ministries
Greetings, CtK!

I write to you this month with an urgent request. I would love to recruit some additional singers 
for the Sanctuary Choir. For many years, you have seen the same dedicated faces singing from the 
choir loft. It’s time to add some more voices to our choir family! It’s been a difficult year and our 
attendance suffered in the fall season. The enduring pandemic kept some of our regulars away.  
We are also losing a few members to warmer climates after the holidays. N-O-W is the time to join us! 

Here’s the nitty-gritty:

The Sanctuary Choir is an open, non-auditioned group. If you like to sing or if you enjoy music, you’re already qualified!
The choir rehearses every Wednesday evening from 7–8 pm in the Music Room. For the time being, masks are still  
worn during rehearsals. The choir sings 3–4 Sundays a month at alternating 8:15/11:15 worship services. 

If you’re still on the fence, just remember: Singing is GOOD FOR YOU—physically, spiritually, and socially! Come give us  
a try! Our first rehearsal in 2022 is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19, from 7–8 pm. 

In the meantime, if you have additional questions or concerns, please reach out to me and I’d be happy to speak  
with you!

Grace and peace,

Hillary

ShopWithScrip Fundraising for CtK Missions
ShopWithScrip has proven to be an excellent fundraiser for the Community Missions Committee. All proceeds from  
this program are given to local missions. Purchase and pick-up dates in January are Sunday, January 2, and  
Sunday, January 16.

GriefShare: New Session Begins January 11
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult  
experiences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. You may register for GriefShare at  
www.ctkluth.com/griefshare.html. The next session will be held in person in Van Oort Hall and will run on  
Tuesdays from 10 am to noon. The first meeting of the session will be on January 11, and the last will be on April 12. 
Please plan on joining us for lunch from noon to 1 pm on January 11.

Sunday Night Live!
The first SNL of 2022 is on Sunday, January 9. We’ll kick off the New Year by providing a meal from 5:00–5:30 pm.  
The entree is pizza, and we ask that everyone brings $5 to cover the cost. 

The next SNL night is Sunday, January 23, and it will feature a meal provided by Jill Harms. Both youth and parents are 
invited to join us! That evening, we’ll have a sign-up available for families to select the date on which they would like  
to provide a meal for a future SNL or cover the cost of ordering food. 

SNL will now meet from 5–7 pm, to allow time for dinner before we break into groups. We’re looking forward to the new 
year and bringing back dinner!
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CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – NOVEMBER 30, 2021

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts NOVEMBER YTD

 ELCA Mission Work   $31,919

 Community Mission   $72,248

 International Mission  $14,552

 INTO Mission Fund   $1,811 

 Seminary Fund   $2,090

 CMG - Word and Table      $23,185

 Sunday School   $468

 Youth Activities     $6,710

    $152,982 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   NOVEMBER YTD   
 Income $47,469 $537,516

 Expenditures $50,625  $571,009

 Surplus (Deficit) ($3,156) ($33,494)  

   NOVEMBER    
 Trust Memorial Fund $7,305  

 Trust Endowment Fund $132,556

 Total $139,861

Loose Offering
 Angel Tree $930
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Beginning January 2, all weekly worship returns to the sanctuary!

Sundays at 8:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia!  
Ringers, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice are also available). This service is mask-optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, this service includes a Young People’s Message  
and is quite family friendly, but speaks to people of all ages. Masks are required for all age 2 and older, regardless  
of vaccination status, and Holy Communion is celebrated with prepackaged elements.

Sunday School for all ages meets from 10:30–11:10 am 

Sundays at 11:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia!  
Ringers, a Young People’s Message, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine  
(gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available). Masks are required for all age 2 and older, regardless  
of vaccination status. 

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am worship 
service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video, the worship folder for 
Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online donation link to continue your tradition 
of giving at worship.

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”

2 Corinthians 5:17


