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John’s Gospel contains a very long prayer known as the “High Priestly Prayer.” As Jesus 
prepares to finish his earthly mission, he prays on behalf of those whom he loves, asking 
God to protect them, to watch over them, and to love them in his absence.

We do something similar during the Rite of Confirmation every year (this year scheduled 
for October 30). As our young men and women publicly affirm their faith, we pray the 
“High Priestly Prayer” of Confirmation; we ask God to confirm their faith, guide their life, 
empower them in their serving, give them patience in suffering, and bring them to 
everlasting life.

We pray this prayer on their behalf because, like Jesus could no longer protect his friends 
in quite the same way, we can no longer protect our confirmands from the realities of faith 
and life. As they become adults in the eyes of the church, we can no longer protect them 
from adult realities such as: life isn’t fair, church is not a perfect place, everyone wavers 
between faith and doubt, and there are always difficult decisions to be made. We can no 
longer protect them from these adult realities, but we can pray on their behalf. And so we 
do. We ask God to watch over them, to love them, and to hold them close.

As summer finally begins in earnest, perhaps this is something you need to hear, too. 
Reflecting on the realities many of you will experience over the next few months…during 
the span of time represented by this newsletter…perhaps the best thing I can do is pray on 
your behalf. And so I do. I ask God to watch over you, to love you, and to hold you close as 
you experience:

 1) A school graduation. Creator God, some of your people are starting  
  something new. This is a time of hopes and dreams…and a little bit  
  of anxiety. Guide them. Inspire them. Shine through them. Help them  
  remember they are made in your image, and you are a God who is always  
  doing something new.

 2) The marriage of a child. God, looking back on baby blankets and sleepless   
  nights, on visits from Santa Claus and the Tooth Fairy, on learning how to ride  
  a bike and drive a car, it all seems like so long ago and like yesterday at the  
  same time. Bless those who will usher their children into a new chapter of life  
  this summer, that all will appreciate what has come before and what is yet  
  to come, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

 3) Traveling abroad. I am working on booking an anniversary trip first planned  
  for 2020. I know some of you are doing the same. As you travel, may God grant  
  you the ability to be respectful guests, to appreciate the rich diversity of  
  language and culture, and to see Christ in the faces of people around the world.

 4) The illness of someone you love. Loving God, pour out your Spirit on all people  
  living with illness, as well as their families and loved ones. Refresh them when  
  weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them  
  in discouragement. Be with us, and give us peace at all times and in every way,  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 5) Summer rest. Lord, let my friends live grace-fully for a spell, that they may be  
  re-created by sun and slow motion, heavy purple evenings and the song of the  
  cricket, the silence of sunrise and the laughter of play. Let this season be for  
  them a time of gathering together the pieces into which their busyness has  
  broken them, that they may rest in you and be made whole.

As you experience all the challenges and blessings these days of sun and slower motion 
may bring, please know I pray on your behalf. I ask God to watch over you, to love you,  
and to hold you close.

   
   Summer blessings,

 

   Pastor Caroline
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VOLUNTEER FOR SPECIAL MUSIC THIS SUMMER!
During the summer months, the Sanctuary Choir and Alleluia Ringers observe a summer recess. This leaves the  
Offertory during the 8:15 and 11:15 worship services wide open for volunteer musicians to share their gifts. 

If you sing or play an instrument, please consider signing up to sing or play something for Sunday morning special  
music. You can sign up for the 8:15 service, the 11:15 service, or both! If you need assistance selecting music, please  
contact Hillary Doerries, Director of Music, and she will be happy to help you find something just for you. 

If you are interested, please sign-up on the kiosk in the narthex. Many dates for June, July, and August are still available. 

Questions? Please contact Hillary (hillarydoerries@gmail.com) for more information. 

COMMUNITY SUMMER CLARINET CHOIR BEGINS  
REHEARSALS ON JUNE 1

This summer, a community clarinet choir for players of  
all ages will meet to practice and make music right here  
in Michiana. Rehearsals take place at Clay United Methodist 
Church, Firehouse Campus, 17646 Cleveland Road in  
South Bend. Rehearsals are every Wednesday afternoon  
from 2–3:30 pm, from June 1 through August 24.
 
For more information and to register, go to  
https://clarinet.lighthousepapercraft.com/clarinet/home/. 
 
Please feel free to share this invitation with other clarinetists 
who may be interested in joining us!

CTK MUSICIANS: MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
FOR THE FALL 2022 SEASON

SANCTUARY CHOIR
The first rehearsal of the fall season will be held on WEDNESDAY, August 31, 2022, 

from 7–8:30 pm in the Music Room. 
 *Please note the return to a 90-minute rehearsal time*

ALLELUIA RINGERS
The first rehearsal of the fall season will be held on THURSDAY, September 1, 2022, 

from 6–7:30 pm in the Music Room. 
*Please note the return to a 90-minute rehearsal time*

XALT!
Xalt! rehearses all year round, but if you are interested in joining this ensemble, 

consider doing so this fall! We are welcoming vocalists and instrumentalists. 
We rehearse on THURSDAY evenings from 7:30–8:45 pm in the Sanctuary.

SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE (SNL) CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Check back for more information about this group in the coming months. Formation of the SNL children’s choir  

will depend on what the COVID numbers are doing in the fall. 
Stay tuned!

If you would like additional information about any of these groups, please contact Hillary Doerries,  
Director of Music Ministries: hillarydoerries@gmail.com
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ADDRESS UPDATE
The Wendlings recently moved and would like to share their new address with the  
congregation:
 
 Merl and Karen Wendling
 6140 Simonton St., Apt. 2307
 Granger, IN 46530
 
The Wendlings no longer have a landline but can be reached via cell phone at 574-800-1892 
(Merl) and 574-360-7239 (Karen).

HAPPENING AT CtK

Congratulations
Congratulations to Rob Irvine, son of Janice and Doug Irvine, who received the Wayne Township School District’s “Dare to 
Dream” Administrator’s Award on May 10. “Dare to Dream” is an advocacy program for special education. Rob is in his first 
year as principal at Westlake Elementary School in Indianapolis, after being assistant principal at Stout Field Elementary 
School in Indianapolis for 10 years.

Second Half Adventurers 
Wednesday, June 8, 
11:30 am–1 pm 
On June 8, join the Second Half Adventurers at the  
Clay Church Firehouse Campus for lunch, fellowship, 
and a sneak peek performance from the students of 
Musical Mission Tour. Go to the CtK Events page 
(www.ctkluth.com/events.html) to register.

CtK at the South Bend Cubs – Friday, July 8 
Let CtK take you out to the ballgame on Friday, July 8, at Four Winds Field! 
We’ve reserved access to the left field outdoor picnic area that evening so  
we can all spread out and enjoy the game together. 
 
The Fellowship Committee is sponsoring this event—which means your 
price of admission is ONLY $15 per person or a maximum of $60 per family. 
Not only will you get a ticket to the game, but you will enjoy food at the park 
while it lasts, prepared and available just for us. The game starts at 7:05 pm, 
and fireworks will end the evening. There are only 70 seats available... 
so purchase your tickets in the narthex beginning Sunday, June 5.  

Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to connect, eat some ballpark fan 
favorites, and maybe even watch a little baseball! 

Dismas House: Dinner and Fellowship  
Tuesday, June 28, and Tuesday, July 26, 6–7:15 pm 
This mission involves making dinner for residents at Dismas House who are working toward independent living after jail or 
prison. CtK members sign up to prepare and take a meal and eat in fellowship with the residents. Sign up on the narthex 
kiosk and/or contact Bob Clausen for more details. Dismas House is located at 521 S. St. Joseph Street in South Bend.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

A Backpack & Beyond – Saturday, August 13, 2022
CtK is again partnering with Clay Church, Christ Child Society, and the Michiana Interfaith Missions Team to donate 
backpacks and school supplies to local elementary students. Watch the weekly Constant Contact e-newsletter for  
volunteer and donation opportunities. 

Senior Suds
Born from Word & Table, CtK is partnering with Clay Food Pantry, the St. Joseph County Health Department, and Burton’s 
Laundry to host Senior Suds, a program that offers free laundry services for seniors every other Tuesday. While registered 
seniors are washing their clothes, they are able to order food from Clay Food Pantry, talk with staff from Oak Street 
Health, and receive a meal to eat. Volunteers are needed to make sack lunches prior to each laundry day, and two  
volunteers are needed at the laundromat during each Senior Suds event to connect with the guests and give them  
the sack lunches. To sign up for either volunteer opportunity, please go to ctkluth.com/seniorsuds.

Strawberry Social on Pentecost Sunday 
On Sunday, June 5, join us for fun and fellowship at the annual Strawberry Social! Enjoy shortcakes, ice cream,  
strawberries, and more in the narthex between services.

Rummage Sale: All Hands on Deck! 
The CtK Rummage Sale is this August! It’s going to take a lot of volunteer hours to pull off the sale of all sales that has 
been three years in the making! Without volunteers moving boxes and furniture from storage, setting up the rooms, 
and working the days of the sale, we cannot make this event happen. Please mark your 
calendar with these important dates to join in the fun: 
   • Sunday, August 14: Move items from the storage shed to the church
   •  Monday, August 15, to Thursday, August 25: Set up church for the sale
   •  Saturday, August 20: Move furniture from barn to Van Oort Hall
     If you have a truck, please reach out to Don Zerfas or Chuck Trundle
   • Friday, August 26, and Saturday, August 27: Sale 

Have a question?  Please reach out to Don Zerfas (574-261-2370, dzerfas1@gmail.com); Chuck or Andy Trundle 
(574-360-8414, catrundle@yahoo.com) or Jill Harms (515-451-9788, jjharms@iastate.edu)

Poverty Simulation: Volunteers Needed on June 29
Please join us in hosting a poverty simulation for Indiana University medical students on Wednesday, June 29. At the  
simulation, volunteers will play the roles of various community agencies, helping us create an immersive experience  
designed to raise awareness among participants of life at the bottom rung of the economic ladder. You may sign up  
at the CtK Events page (www.ctkluth.com/events.html).
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Thanks for a Great Year of Sunday School!
On May 15, many of our preschool through 5th grade students gathered outdoors for a special celebration to mark the 
end of the Sunday school year! Kids split into two teams, then competed in an animal scavenger hunt and contest to 
see who could build a seaworthy “ark” for their creatures. After floating our arks, we closed out the morning with some 
frozen treats. 

Thanks again to our dedicated team of teachers who kept Sunday school going through yet another unusual year:  
Chad Roggow, Amy Layman, Julie Markiewicz, Marcia O’Connell, and Megan Schopmeyer. You are the best!

See everyone when Sunday school resumes in September!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

A New Look for VBS: 
Join Us for Three Family Nights (Dinner Included)!
June 22, July 27, and August 10

In an effort to include as many families as possible, the CFF Committee 
has opted to try a new twist on VBS this year! In lieu of weekday-morning 
VBS, please join us for three family VBS nights, to be held on June 22, 
July 27, and August 10!

On each of these Wednesdays, we’ll gather at CtK at 6 pm for a shared 
meal; skits, songs, and other fun in the sanctuary; and the usual array of 
VBS crafts and activities. Participate as a family (leave dinner to us, enjoy 

fellowship with your CtK friends, and learn a bit at the same time!), or drop the kids off for the evening. All ages are 
welcome, although we ask that parents remain with any children age 4 and under. Come to as many sessions as fits 
your family’s schedule! Invite your friends to join us and see what CtK is all about!

Registration is now open! Please go to ctkluth.com/vbs to sign up for one or more sessions. (Note that pre-registration 
is not required but is very helpful for planning purposes!)

If you have any questions or are interested in volunteering or helping in some other capacity, please contact Sarah Felde 
at sfelde@ctkluth.com. 

Graduation Recognition
Congratulations to our 2022 high school and college graduates! We are proud of these young people who have endured 
so much over the past few years. On Sunday, June 5, CtK will have a recognition and blessing for these graduates. 

Our high school graduates include Addi Clark, Jensen Harms, Tabby Kohlmeier, Brady Layher, Sydney Little, Evan Nayee, 
Will Roggow, Hayden Evans (grandson of Edward and Margaret Stood), and Ethan Jensen (grandson of Michele and 
Glen Jensen). 

Our college graduates include Megan Corwin, who graduated from Indiana University in Bloomington. 

Congratulations to all!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Awesome Lock-In on May 13! 
On Friday, May 13, a group of 12 young ladies and one brave young man participated in a youth lock-in at CtK. We had 
a great night! Between eating pizza, playing games, making door signs for families staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House, and taking time to share with one another, we did, indeed, get a little sleep. Thanks to everyone who came! 
Thanks also to the YFF committee who helped plan the event. A special shout-out to Greg and Jessie Schuman  
(and Jack too) who planned the Kahoot activity, chaperoned, helped with food, and so much more!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Youth Crew Update 
Youth Crew will not meet weekly throughout the summer. We will, however, meet periodically. Our next meetup will be 
Sunday, June 5. We’ll gather in the youth room for discussion and catching up with each other. 

Ninja Golf 
Summer is here! Let’s celebrate! Join us Thursday, June 9, at Ninja Golf in Granger from 5–7 pm. All 6th through 12th 
graders are welcome, including incoming 6th graders! CtK will cover the cost, so no need to bring money.

Confirmation Camp 
Pastor Brad and Pastor Caroline are taking a group of 9 CtK youth to Confirmation Camp on June 12–17. We’re excited for 
these kids to have the camp experience. Several have been before and enjoyed it so much that they’re going again! 

Youth Trip to Cedar Point
Attention youth: A day trip to Cedar Point is in the works! We are considering dates in July or August. Watch your email 
and the weekly announcements for more information. This trip will be open to all 6th through 12th graders, including 
rising 6th graders.

Youth parents: We are in need of drivers. Please contact Kara Clark if you are able to help with transportation.
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Thank You from the Property Committee 
Thank you to all who helped make the CtK Work Day a success! It was your hands doing God’s work. Whatever you did, 
your talents were a big part in accomplishing the spring cleanup of the church building and property. Thank you again, 
and God bless you! 

Glenn Jensen
Property Committee Chairman 

PS: Stay tuned as the Property Committee tackles still more projects in the coming months, including pressure washing 
the building, irrigation repairs, and installation of a new hallway water fountain.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE UPDATES



Page 11

CtK BUSINESS UPDATE

FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – APRIL 30, 2022

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts APRIL YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $6,933  $11,816

 Community Mission       $418  $13,539

 International Mission $1,126 $1,298

 INTO Mission Fund –  – 

 Seminary Fund $150  $1,275

 CMG - Word and Table $25     $75

 Sunday School –  $352

 Youth Activities $8    $2,590

   $8,659 $30,944 

Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses)  

   APRIL YTD   

 Income $44,549 $226,864

 Expenditures      $52,733  $217,033

 Surplus (Deficit) $(8,184)       $9,831  

   

   APRIL    

 Trust Memorial Fund $7,305  

 Trust Endowment Fund $132,556

 Total $139,861

Loose Offering

 Phebe School $1,034

 Easter Sunday - General Fund $554
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Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is part of every  
Sunday morning worship service.   
Distribution varies as described below. 

Office Hours 
9 am - 2 pm
Monday through Friday 
Phone: (574) 272.4306 

Seasons Counseling Center  
(574) 277.0274

Executive Director
Alexandra Sobieski
Director of Operations  
Deborah Campoli
Business Director
Don Zerfas
Professional counselors available by appointment.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Sundays at 8:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia! 
Ringers, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice are also available). This service is mask-optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Sundays at 9:30 am: Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, this service is family-friendly but speaks to people of all 
ages. Holy Communion is celebrated by station with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also 
available). Masks are optional but encouraged; however, they are still required for communion servers and the 
pastors during the Young People’s Message.

Sundays at 11:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia! Ringers, 
a Young People’s Message, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free  
wafers and grape juice are also available). Masks are optional but encouraged; however, they are still required for  
communion servers and the pastors during the Young People’s Message.

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am worship 
service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video, the worship folder  
for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online donation link to continue your  
tradition of giving at worship.
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“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
Isaiah 43:19a


