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HYBRID VEHICLES, HYBRID PLANTS, 
AND NOW A HYBRID CHURCH?

We’ve come to see hybrids as mainstream when it comes 
to our vehicles, as well as many other staples of life. Sweet 
corn, boysenberries, and clementines are all hybrids. Mules, 
“killer bees,” and goldendoodles are hybrids. As we begin 
to ease out of a pandemic, the word “hybrid” is being 
associated with the Church, too.

In mid-April, I attended an online seminar entitled 
“Becoming a Hybrid Church.” The presenter, Dave Daubert 
of Day 8 Strategies, has always struck me as wise and 
somewhat prophetic. As with visionaries Lyle Schaller 
and George Barna, Dave has a gift for seeing what God 

is doing now and envisioning what it might mean going forward. 

Although there have been plenty of challenges, Dave helped me “see” what God 
has been working “for good” through the last year and what it might mean going 
forward. Because I challenged all of you to watch with me for just such a thing, here 
are a few possibilities:

• Data indicates that more people heard the message of God’s love on Sunday, 
 April 12, 2020 (Easter Sunday), than on any other day in history. Why? With less  
 than four weeks’ notice, the Church scrambled to go online for Easter. Because  
 people were interested in how this would unfold and had easy access from home,  
 they tuned in out of curiosity. In so doing, they heard the good news.
  
•  Geography and lack of mobility matter less. (We’ve talked about this already; 
 Dave simply agrees.) Snowbirds, those in ill health, or people who simply feel 
 connected to a particular community of faith but live at some distance have all  
 been able to participate freely in the midst of the pandemic.

• The Church (along with the rest of society) was headed toward a hybrid online/ 
 in-person model anyway; however, the pandemic accelerated this transition 
 by about a decade.

CtK leadership has already begun talking about what we have learned over the past 
year and what it might mean in 2021, 2022, and beyond. What might remain for the 
foreseeable future (e.g., Worship on the Web), and what might we reimagine based 
on what we’ve recently learned? What is the most faithful way to form community 
and to continue CtK’s mission of loving and serving the world? What might be the 
most fruitful combination of online and on-the-ground ministry? What does it look 
like to become a “hybrid church?” I invite all of you, as the body of Christ, to ponder 
these questions and continue watching for what God is doing among us. 

While pondering strategic questions such as these, we are also restarting on-the-
ground (indoor, in-person) mission and ministry, slowly but surely. Please read the 
letter mailed to your home in mid-April or see it printed in its entirety in this 
newsletter. Some things may remain online; however, for the first time in over 
a year I’ll close this epistle by saying, “I’ll see you in church.” Yes, IN church. May 2.

Blessings along the way,

Pastor Caroline
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Mental Health Awareness Month + May 2021 
Special Program Reminders at CtK 

Book Study and Zoom Conversation 
with Author, Pastor, and Mental Health Advocate  
Rev. Dr. Sarah Lund
You are invited to participate in a congregational book study in honor of National Mental  
Health Awareness Month! Please pick up your FREE copy of Sarah Lund’s book, Blessed Union: 
Breaking the Silence About Mental Illness and Marriage just outside of CtK’s front offices. 

Our weekly Fresh Hope group is working their way through the book on Tuesday evenings from 
7:30–8:45 pm in Van Oort Hall. You are welcome to join our live discussions on Tuesdays, or  
simply read the book on your own and Zoom into a conversation with the author on Tuesday, 
May 11, from 8:00–9:00 pm. The Zoom link for May 11 is listed below:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86899883504?pwd=WTM1RFJyYlhMUFNZZjlvaHBmcE1TUT09

Meeting ID: 868 9988 3504 | Passcode: 451412

To learn more about Sarah Lund, visit: https://sarahgriffithlund.com

Suicide Prevention and Intervention Training
CtK’s Mental Health Ministries Team invites you to take part in LivingWorks 
ASIST Suicide Prevention and Intervention Training. This training will be held 
at CtK on Wednesday and Thursday, May 5 and 6, 2021, from 8:30 am to  
4:30 pm (both days).

All members and friends of CtK are invited to attend, but we highly encourage all facilitators of our current weekly  
support groups (Fresh Hope and GriefShare) to participate. There are LIMITED SPACES available, so please email  
Hillary Doerries at hillarydoerries@gmail.com to reserve your spot!

For more general information about ASIST, please visit www.livingworks.net.

If you have questions about either of these upcoming events or would like to know more about how to get involved, 
please reach out to a CtK Mental Health Ministries Team member: Pastor Brad Davick, Hillary Doerries, Jill Harms, 
Bill Montgomery, Pastor Caroline Satre, or Alexandra Sobieksi (of Seasons Counseling).

In-Person Sunday School  
Returns Outdoors
Let’s close out the Sunday school year together! 

On May 2, May 9, and May 16, please join us on the hill behind the parking  
lot immediately following Drive-in Worship (weather permitting). We’ll have 
a brief lesson, then enjoy some activities together. Please bring a mask and  
a chair or blanket to sit on. We’ll wrap up prior to In-Person Worship at 11:15, 
for those families who wish to attend church indoors. 

Our last day of Sunday school will be May 23. Grab a treat from the CtK Strawberry Social, then come up the hill for 
some springtime fun. Hope to see you there!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Join Us for “What Camp Are You In?: 
Your Theology in 66 Verses”
All are invited to join Pastor Brad for “What Camp Are You In?: Your Theology in 66 
Verses.” In this class series, we’ll read our way through the Bible, one book at a time. 
As we finish each book, we’ll select one verse that best reflects the heart of our faith.

In May, we will continue to meet via Zoom, but meetings will now be held at 12:45 pm due to the relaunch of in-person 
worship. Meeting dates and corresponding books are as follows:

 • May 2: 2 Samuel
 •  May 16: 1 Kings
 •  May 30: 2 Kings

Log in with meeting number 840 2746 8346 and passcode 243056, or go to https://www.ctkluth.com/zoommeetings.
html for the one-click meeting link.

New faces are always welcome! Drop in for a session, even if you haven’t been reading along so far! For more information, 
please contact Pastor Brad or Sarah Felde.

Sunday School Offering Update
Thank you to everyone who donated to this year’s Lenten Sunday School offering 
project! Through your generosity, we gathered an amazing $290 for the ELCA 
Good Gifts program. By “voting” with their coins, the kids chose to purchase the 
following critters with these funds:

 • 2 goats
 • 2 piglets
 • 6 flocks of chicks
 • 3 hives of honeybees

Thanks again for your donations, and for your continued support of our Sunday 
school students as they seek to love and serve our neighbors across the globe.

Diaper Drive: A Mother’s Day Project 
Imagine being the mommy of a little person who needs a diaper change and there is no money to supply more than 
one or two clean diapers daily. This is a sad fact of reality for many families living in poverty.

Last spring, amid the pandemic shutdown, Christ Child Society collected 17,500 diapers to benefit partner referral 
agencies who desperately needed diapers for the little ones that they serve. 

To celebrate motherhood and to honor the struggles of mothers living in poverty, Christ Child Society will once again 
collect diapers in a minimal contact, drive-by dropoff in front of their clothing center in Town and Country Shopping Cen-
ter on Wednesday, May 5, from 10 am until 2 pm.

To make it easier for our congregation to participate in this important ministry, diapers may be dropped in a bin at the 
CtK front office throughout the month of April or between services on Sunday, May 2.

If you prefer that CtK do the diaper shopping for you, you may give a financial donation to Debbie in the front office or 
place your donation in the offering plate until May 2. Please label the donation “Christ Child Society Diaper Drive.”

Together, we can help families in a very practical way and honor moms in our community.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Word and Table Update:  
Book Groups Now Forming!
The Word and Table kickoff event on April 18 was a success! 
Over 100 people joined us via Zoom for a closer look at poverty, led by guest speakers Angela Blake of St. Margaret’s 
House and Dr. Connie Mick of Notre Dame. Attendees represented a wide range of churches and community 
organizations from Michiana and beyond. Thank you to all who participated! If you were unable to attend but are 
interested in viewing the evening’s presentation, please contact Sarah Felde for access to an event recording.

As part of their registration materials, all Word and Table attendees received free copies of three 
books on the topic of poverty. Groups are now forming to discuss the first of these books, 
Evicted by Matthew Desmond. This Pulitzer Prize–winning title takes a closer look at poverty 
and housing insecurity in Milwaukee, but the situations described in the book mirror those 
happening in any Midwestern city—including South Bend.

Even if you missed the April 18 event, you are welcome to join us for the book study! 
There are four group options available (Sunday evening, Monday evening, Tuesday afternoon, 
and Thursday evening), and each group will meet three times during the month of May. For 
more information and to register, visit www.ctkluth.com/wordandtable. You can also contact 
Sarah Felde with questions or to request a free copy of Evicted.

WORD       TABLE&&

Because  
of your gifts
Among the charitable donations 
approved at the 2021 annual 
meeting was a $30,000 
contribution to the nonprofit 
RIP Medical Debt, which 
purchases medical debt held by 
individuals, families, and veterans 
who are either below the poverty 
line or insolvent. The debt is 
bought for pennies on the 
dollar, then forgiven with 
no strings attached.

RIP Medical Debt has informed 
us they were able to buy nearly 
twice as much debt as expected 
with our donation — 4,100 
families in 20 counties 
throughout Michigan will 
have a total of $5.7 million 
in medical debt eliminated. 
These families will soon be 
receiving letters indicating their 
debt has been forgiven because 
of a contribution from our 
congregation. Thanks to all CtK 
members for their generosity 
and support for loving and 
serving the world in this way.

Purchase Date:
February 2021

Christ the King Lutheran Church Medical Debt Fulfillment Report

State County Recipients Amount abolished Avg abolished

MI Berrien County 88 $116,598.80 $1,324.99

MI Branch County 20 $54,901.57 $2,745.08

MI Calhoun County 76 $105,905.78 $1,393.50

MI Cass County 16 $34,867.84 $2,179.24

MI Eaton County 1 $132.61 $132.61

MI Hillsdale County 12 $23,391.21 $1,949.27

MI Jackson County 93 $122,530.15 $1,317.53

MI Kalamazoo County 91 $111,696.56 $1,227.43

MI Kent County 1 $146.38 $146.38

MI Lenawee County 1 $2,165.65 $2,165.65

MI Monroe County 2 $752.49 $376.25

MI Oakland County 343 $360,636.37 $1,051.42

MI Oceana County 1 $889.49 $889.49

MI Ottawa County 2 $144.42 $72.21

MI Saginaw County 3 $11,481.22 $3,827.07

MI St. Clair County 10 $14,500.63 $1,450.06

MI St. Joseph County 36 $43,353.85 $1,204.27

MI Van Buren County 42 $43,641.26 $1,039.08

MI Washtenaw County 18 $22,763.07 $1,264.62

MI Wayne County 3,242 $4,659,921.04 $1,437.36

Totals 4,098 $5,730,420.39 $1,398.35
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HAPPENING AT CtK

GriefShare Begins New Sessions
GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experi-
ences. You don’t have to go through the grieving process alone. 

Our next GriefShare session begins on Tuesday, May 4, and meets weekly through Tuesday, August 3. The group will 
gather virtually via Zoom from 10–11 am. For more information and to register, please visit:
https://www.ctkluth.com/griefshare.html.

Strawberry Social: 
Sunday, May 23
Due to the resumption of in-person worship, the Fellowship  
Committee has decided to bring back the beloved Strawberry  
Social in lieu of the previously scheduled picnic. 

We will gather together outside on Sunday, May 23, between  
the 9:30 drive-in service and the 11:15 in-person service. This year’s 
event will look a bit different due to COVID precautions, but we 
invite you to join us for ice cream, berries, and the company of 
your CtK friends and family.

2nd Half Adventurers Is Back!
Wednesday, May 12, 11:30 am to 1 pm
Central Park in Mishawaka
Save the date! 2nd Half Adventurers is meeting once again! Join us on Wednesday, May 12, at Central Park in Mishawaka 
(235 E. Mishawaka Avenue). Bring your own lunch and lawn chair to this free outdoor event. Entertainment will be pro-
vided in the form of a concert by Lucas Miner.  

Save the Date!
Friday, July 16
CtK at the South Bend Cubs  
Watch for more information in the weekly Constant Contact 
email and the June/July King’s Herald.

CtK Outdoor Talent Show: “Cabaret At The Carpark”
Saturday, June 5, at 6:30 pm
The Fellowship Committee is working hard to find ways to connect and enjoy one another’s company, and we need YOU!

CtK is hosting an outdoor talent show in the parking lot on Saturday, June 5, at 6:30 pm. Sign up today at 
www.ctkluth.com/events to share your talent. The outdoor setting will give us opportunities to show off like never 
before—the sky’s the limit! So mark your calendars and bring your lawn chairs to join us for this unique event! We look 
forward to seeing you there!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Annual Youth Flower Sale Pickup
Thank you to our generous CtK family and friends who ordered flowers from this years’ Youth Flower Sale! As a reminder, 
flowers will be available for pickup at CtK on Friday, May 7, from 6:00–8:00 pm. Delivery is also available and can be 
arranged by contacting Faith Jordan at tfjordan3@comcast.net. Thanks again for supporting our youth!

Sunday Night Live Returns to In-Person Format in May
Our awesome confirmation students in 6th through 8th grade have been faithfully logging on to our SNL Zoom 
meetings every other Sunday evening throughout the year, so we are especially excited to be meeting in person for 
our final two classes on May 2 and May 16. We’ll gather at church from 5:00–6:30 pm on both evenings to have some 
fun outdoors, as well as finish up our study of the Lord’s Prayer. The high school group will meet at the same time, 
and we plan to have everyone gather at the fire pit at the end of the evening. 

Graduation Recognition
Attention families of all upcoming high school and college graduates! As your students prepare for this significant 
milestone in their life, we at CtK would also like to celebrate and recognize them for their accomplishments! On 
Sunday, May 23, we will have a special recognition and blessing for all our grads. In the meantime, if you have a high 
school or college graduate, please contact Faith Jordan at tfjordan3@comcast.net so we can be sure to include everyone. 

Women’s Care Center Update
During May, the baby bassinet will be in the church narthex to receive donations to the Women’s Care Center. Current 
needs include car baby mirrors or organizers for stroller/car (both available at Walmart), lavender lotion and baby wash, 
teethers, and diaper bags. Your donations are greatly appreciated by the new moms who frequent the Women’s Care 
Center in Mishawaka.

Youth Flower Sale Event
All youth in 6th–12th grade are invited and encouraged to join us for flowers, food, and fun on Friday, May 7, from 
4:00–8:00 pm. We’ll be unloading the flower delivery truck, organizing orders, carrying orders to cars, and enjoying 
food (pizza) and fun as well! 

Proceeds from this sale will support our trip to the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis next summer, so come on 
out and show your appreciation to all those who supported the sale this year, while also having fun with your Youth 
Crew friends!

PS2: Now Meeting In Person and Online 
Parsing Scripture with Pastor Steve (PS2) is once again meeting in person! 
On Sundays, come to Van Oort Hall at 10:30 am (immediately following 
Drive-in Worship) for a closer look at the day’s Gospel reading. Participants must 
wear a mask and maintain social distancing while inside the building.

Pastor Steve will continue holding Zoom sessions on Monday evenings 
at 7 pm for those who are not yet comfortable meeting in person. 
For Zoom meeting details, go to www.ctkluth.com/ps2.html.
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PONDERINGS FROM THE CTK ORGAN TASK FORCE
A SERIES OF ARTICLES ON THE EVOLUTION  

OF THE CHURCH ORGAN AND ITS FUNCTION IN WORSHIP

PART 3:
The Golden Age of the Organ (1600–1869)

The years 1650 to 1750 are often called the “Golden Age of the Organ.” The design, mechanical aspects, and general  
sound of organs at this time had reached a culmination. Historians often say the pipe organ and the clock were 
indeed the two most remarkable, complex man-made inventions prior to the American Industrial Revolution. Organ 
building was growing all over Europe. Builders were adding solo stops that required advanced skills in using pipe 
construction (metal, wood, round, cylindrical, tapered, capped, stopped, etc.) and resonators (slotted, flared, belled, 
conical, etc.) to produce tone colors. Organists could pull a single stop for sound that would imitate an oboe or a flute, 
for example. This accounts for the organ’s familiar nickname “King of Instruments.” Organs can imitate many solo 
instruments or, with multiple stops drawn, a full orchestral sound.

What about those pesky bellows? Builders were experimenting with cold water engines, steam engines, and 
gasoline engines as new power sources for pushing air through pipes, so by about 1860 some organists were able 
to play without recruiting humans to pump the bellows. Water organs were the most common of these three engine 
types, and many water organs were built around this time in both Europe and America. Conveniently, water organs 
had no bellows, but they had problems with limited and  uneven water pressure needed to push the air. Water 
engines were usually installed in church basements and connected to water mains in towns. If a couple of churches 
in town were using water organs at the same time on Sunday morning, water pressure could decrease and cause 
sound problems. Stories about this are pretty comical. I think it is safe to say that the nineteenth-century water organ 
was a short-lived, bizarre development in organ building!

Electricity was the solution. In the late 1800s, bellows were gradually replaced by rotating turbines, which were later 
connected directly to electric motors that could generate wind automatically. This was a process. Even in the early 
1900s there were still some organs with hand-pumped bellows.

From about 1750 on, use of the organ was more prominent in European worship services. In most churches, everyone 
was singing together—congregation, choir, and clergy—with the organ. People discovered the organ’s unique ability 
to lead the singing by setting the tempo, keeping everyone together, and helping them stay in tune. The bass notes 
in the pedals sounded below the men’s singing voices, and the upper-register organ stops (four-foot and two-foot) 
sounded in octaves above the women’s singing range. People were surrounded by sound that supported and 
encouraged their singing.

No discussion of this time period can go without mentioning J. S. Bach (1685–1750), the devout Lutheran virtuoso  
organist/composer/musical genius. He loved to incorporate Lutheran chorales in his compositions, and he owned  
a copy of Luther’s Bible translation as well as two editions of Luther’s other writings. Bach’s organ works continue  
to be the “meat and potatoes” of organ study.

Soli Deo Gloria. To God alone be the glory. This was Bach’s inscription at the end of each manuscript. And this is our 
prayer for the organ search and for CtK’s Music Ministry.

Stay tuned for Part 4: Organs in America (1750–1934). 

Bev Butler

Please uphold in prayer Amy and Dave Doenges and family at the death of Amy’s father, 
Kimsey Everson.



Page 11

CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – MARCH 1, 2021

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts MARCH YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $781  $29,511

 Community Mission $1,701  $54,695

 International Mission $2,198 $8,513

 INTO Mission Fund –  $1,811 

 Seminary Fund $350  $690

 CMG $285     $1,980

 Sunday School $5  $15

 Youth Activities $163    $178

   $5,482  $97,392 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   MARCH YTD   
 Income $48,054 $58,201

 Expenditures $53,510  $165,317

 Surplus (Deficit) ($5,456) ($7,116)  

   MARCH    
 Trust Memorial Fund $5,189  

 Trust Endowment Fund $126,222

 Total $131,411

Loose Offering
 LOMIK $386
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Psalm 30, often read during the season of Easter, speaks of a God who regularly turns “mourning into 
dancing,” darkness into light, death into life. This year, we will witness this movement not only in the 
coming of spring, but also in the return to indoor worship.  

WEEKLY WORSHIP 

In the sanctuary: Sundays at 11:15 am
Traditional worship led by organ and soloist until congregational singing is safe indoors. Masks for 
anyone age 2 and above and social distancing are still required.

Drive-in Worship: In the parking lot at 9:30 am.

Worship on the Web: We invite everyone to join us each Sunday at their regularly scheduled worship 
time or any time during the day or week to celebrate worship. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find  
a worship video, the worship folder for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, 
and an online donation link to continue your tradition of giving at worship.

However you choose to worship in the coming weeks — be it in the sanctuary, in the back parking lot,  
or online, may your soul praise God and not be silent. Along with the psalmist, let us give thanks 
to God forever!

“You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth  
and clothed me with joy, so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 

O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.”
Psalm 30:11-12


