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“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?”       
       Matthew 20:15

Obviously, the Bible verse above is part of a larger story. Does anyone know, simply  
by reading the verse, which story Jesus is telling? (If you do, you can be my partner  
in Bible trivia!)

In my New Revised Standard Version Bible, the story is called “The Laborers in the 
Vineyard.” It’s the story of workers hired throughout the day (9 am, noon, 3 pm, 5 pm). 
As evening sets in, the owner of the vineyard pays everyone for a full day’s work.  
As one can imagine, there is a fair amount of grumbling among those who started 
early in the day. But the owner of the vineyard (clearly the God-figure in the story) 
says, “I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do 
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?”

We often use the word “grace” to describe the vineyard owner’s actions and therefore 
to describe the essence of God, but let’s pause for a moment on the word “generous.” 
What does it mean to be generous? In addition to the owner of the vineyard, who 
taught you what it looks like to be generous?

If we learned about generosity at a young age, most of us learned it from our parents 
or grandparents. I certainly did. When I wrecked the family minivan, my dad said, 
“Come to dinner.” The one time I asked for money during seminary (through tears  
and apologies), my parents sent me four times what I asked for. When I was very 
young and watched my mom pay the bills, I learned it wasn’t always easy, but being 
generous was a priority. This hasn’t changed. At 89 years old, she is still prioritizing  
the work of her church, world hunger, and whatever else moves her heart.

How about you? In addition to the owner of the vineyard, who taught you to be  
generous? How did you learn what generosity looks like?

I realize generosity is a welcome topic for some, but not for others. Talking about  
generosity requires us to be vulnerable, to share stories, and to reflect on our values.  
It asks us to consider where we’ve been and where we’re headed, for even generosity 
is a journey. But for all its challenges, I wonder: If people don’t embark on this journey 
at a young age…if they don’t learn about generosity from their parents or grandparents, 
where will they learn it? And if people don’t understand generosity, will they ever 
really understand grace?

Over the next several weeks, we will focus on the theme “...Called and sent to love  
and serve…with generosity.” We will hear each other’s stories, share information, 
and reflect on our values. We’ll notice what God is up to among us. As we do, please 
reflect on your family values and your own place in the process. Consider how you 
are part of God’s work in the world. When it comes to generosity, think about where 
you’ve been, where you’re headed, and how you might get there…for even generosity 
is a journey.

From one wayfarer to another,

   Pastor Caroline
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Sights And Sounds Of The Season
A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 | 4:00 pm | CtK Sanctuary
Please join us for an afternoon of holiday music and worship featuring the music of the Sanctuary Choir, the Alleluia 
Ringers, and Xalt!. An appetizer and dessert reception will follow in the narthex. If you’d like to bring something
to share, please see Sandy Whiteman or sign up on the kiosk in the narthex.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Worship Plans for Christmas  
and New Year’s Day
This year, CtK will once again offer three services on Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24). 
Join us at 4 pm, 6 pm, or 8 pm in the sanctuary. All three services will feature Holy  
Communion and candle lighting. 

It’s a special holiday season in that Christmas Day and New Year’s Day BOTH fall on  
Sundays. CtK will offer ONE service on both of those mornings beginning at 10 am.  
We hope you and your families will come and worship with us as we celebrate  
the Nativity of Our Lord and ring in the New Year together as a family of faith!

SAVE THE DATE: Christ the 
King’s Blue Christmas Service
Monday, December 19, 2022 | 7:00 pm
Christ the King will offer its annual Blue Christmas service this year 
on Monday, December 19, 2022, beginning at 7 pm in the sanctuary. 
This contemplative worship service is filled with quiet prayer,  
comforting holiday music, candle lighting, and a reflection  
by Pastor Brad. 

The Blue Christmas service is a special time set aside for our  
gathered community of faith to grieve our losses and release those 
things we once hoped and prayed for, but perhaps did not receive. 
If you find yourself overwhelmed and exhausted by the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, come and soothe your 
spirit by engaging together in God’s gift of holy lament.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Dinner at Dismas House 
Tuesday, November 22
Dismas House is a transitional home for individuals who are working toward  
independent living after jail or prison. CtK has committed to making dinner  
for residents at Dismas House, and we need your help! Please sign up to  
prepare and deliver a meal and eat in fellowship with the residents.  
The meal is self-serve/buffet style, and the residents do the cleanup.

Our next date for dinner at Dismas House is Tuesday, November 22. Sign up on the narthex kiosk and/or contact  
Bob Clausen at (574) 485-7292 for more details. Dismas House is located at 521 S. St. Joseph Street in South Bend.

Second Half Adventurers 
Wednesday, November 9 
11:30 am–1 pm @ Clay Church
Join the Second Half Adventurers at Clay Church  
Firehouse Campus for lunch, fellowship, and an  
important presentation about cybersecurity for  
seniors. Lunch is included in the cost of the event. 
Please pre-register by Sunday, November 6.

GriefShare—Surviving the Holidays 
Saturday, November 5 | 10 am–1 pm
If you are grieving or know someone who has lost a loved one, please join us for our “Surviving the Holidays” GriefShare 
workshop. We’ll discuss how to navigate the weeks surrounding Thanksgiving and Christmas and prepare you to get 
through these holidays knowing that so much has changed. Lunch will be provided after the two-hour workshop.  
For more information or to register, please visit www.ctkluth.com/griefshare.
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CtK Cultural Gala 
Saturday, December 3 | 6–8 pm
This will be a night to remember, showcasing the talent of CtK. Come prepared to be dazzled by the woodworking, 
textile designs, painting, and more, all done by CtK’s own artists. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres and sparkling cider as you browse 
the gallery. Parents, do you want a night out without having to pay for a sitter? The nursery will be staffed, so you can 
bring the kiddos to have some fun while you experience your adult cultural time.
 
Artists, the time has come to provide your information to the planning committee. Please go to ctkluth.com/events  
and complete the online entry form to ensure your spot at the gala.

Find Your Adventure at the 2023 Youth Trip! 
Informational Meeting on Sunday, November 6
CtK youth trips are back! Any students entering 6th grade next year through graduating seniors are welcome to take 
part in next summer’s adventure/mission trip to West Virginia. Join us on Sunday, November 6, at 4 pm in Room 502/504 
to learn about the adventures we’ll have on the trip and the fundraising opportunities offered to make the trip possible.

Upcoming SNL Dates 
Youth families: Remember to save the date for SNL on November 6 and November 20! 

SNL with a Taste of Service  
On Sunday, November 20, all youth and their families are invited to meet at Cultivate Food Rescue at 2 pm. We’ll assemble 
meals at Cultivate from 2 to 4 pm, then head to CtK for dinner from 4:30 to 5 pm. After dinner, SNL will meet as usual 
from 5 to 6:30 pm. Please join us for an afternoon of service and fun!

Congregational Care: Spotlight on Life Transition 
Over the next several months, the Congregational Care Team is highlighting the different ministries they continuously 
provide throughout the year. This month, our focus  is on the Life Transition Team, which loves and serves our congregation 
by providing food when needed. Helping Hands makes and delivers meals to members during a life event, whether it 
be the birth of a baby, the death of a loved one, a surgery, etc. The Funeral Hospitality Team serves the funeral meals 
when services are held at our church. If you like to cook or work in the kitchen, please reach out to Carolyn Nowakowski 
or Jill Harms. They will gladly plug you into either of these two ministries.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Thank You, CtK! 
Thank you to everyone who donated to the Clay Thanksgiving baskets project or the Christ Child Society Boot Drive. 
Because of your generosity, CtK is making a difference in our local community.

ShopWithScrip Gift Cards for Thanksgiving Dinner 
Sunday, November 6
Did you know you can purchase gift cards for local grocery stores while helping the Community Missions Committee 
raise money? Every time you purchase gift cards through the ShopWithScrip program, Community Missions earns  
a percentage of that cost. 

So, if you are hosting Thanksgiving dinner, please stop by the narthex on Sunday, November 6, between services. 
Purchase plenty of grocery gift cards to buy your Thanksgiving supplies. While there, consider getting some restaurant 
cards as well, so you don’t have to cook while doing your Black Friday shopping. All ShopWithScrip proceeds from  
November will support this year’s Angel Tree.  

Mission Grant Fund
Did you know that CtK has a Mission Grant Fund available to our community? This fund was created by donations from 
the Into Campaign to support local and global organizations where CtK members are actively involved as volunteers. 
CtK members can apply for Mission Grants to support programs, projects, and capital needs of the organizations where 
they volunteer. To apply, go to ctkluth.com/missionministry.

Two local organizations recently received mission grants: 

 • First Presbyterian Church of South Bend received $2,000 for fleece to make blankets for the homeless.  
  Look for an opportunity to make blankets for this project during the Lenten season.  

 • Clay Food Pantry received $5,000 to provide Thanksgiving food bags to food pantry guests and local school  
  families. Any leftover funds will be used to provide food to Clay’s Christmas Tree of Love program for local  
  school children.
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Angel Tree: Coming November 6!
On Sunday, November 6, our annual Angel Tree will be in the narthex with a variety of tags—some with specific gift  
requests, others more general. CtK is committed to donating 200 gifts to the residents and clients of 10 different  
agencies. 

You can participate in two ways: 

 • Donate money online at the CtK website, and the Community Missions Team will shop for the gifts.  

 • Choose tags from the tree (the average price of the gifts is $25–$30), then buy the gifts and deliver them  
  unwrapped to the church by Sunday, November 27.

Thank you in advance for your generosity! 
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Special Thanks to Our Retired Rummage Leaders  
Thank you Don Zerfas and Chuck and Andy Trundle for the past 18 years of rummage leadership. CtK and the local  
community are so appreciative of your years of service!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Congratulations to Our Milestone Recipients
October 30 was Milestone Sunday—a day to celebrate the children of our congregation as they grow in faith!

This year, we recognized three children as they celebrated their First Communion: Asher Heasley, Marcos Hilfiger, and 
Mateo Hilfiger.

We also awarded Milestone certificates for completion of three different classes. Recipients of these Milestones (by 
class) are as follows:

 • Introductory Worship Milestone: Etta Heasley, Bill Mospan, Jack Mospan, Benjamin Schopmeyer, Ellie Steffel,   
  Bennett Weinhold, Jonathan Weinhold  

 • Intermediate Worship Milestone: Tyler Elgas, Lucy Felde, Miriam Freehling, Mateo Hilfiger,  
  Alexander Jedrzejewski, Matthew Jedrzejewski, Austin Markiewicz, Will Meszaros, Adeline Niemier,  
  Maggie Schopmeyer, Jack Schuman, Ava Tack

 • Prayer Milestone: Addison Elgas, Kate Felde, Sia Fenner, Asher Heasley, Marcos Hilfiger, James McGrath,  
  Jack Mospan, William Schopmeyer 

Blessings to all of these children and their families!

Sunday School Update 
The Sunday school year is rolling along, and teachers and students alike are having a lot of fun! After completing  
several Milestone classes in October, we’ll continue our journey through the Old Testament in November. Special thanks 
to Chuck and Andy Trundle, who bring the gift of music (and so much joy!) to our closings. And thank you also to all  
students who have contributed to this year’s Sunday school offering project. Don’t forget to bring your offering each 
week so we can keep adding animals to the CtK barnyard!

New faces are always welcome at Sunday school, so if you’ve not joined us yet, please do so soon! Classes gather in the 
rooms adjacent to the narthex between 10:30 and 11:10 am. 

Rite of Confirmation
On October 30, 12 of our youth participated in the rite of Affirmation of Baptism, also known as Confirmation.  
Congratulations to Evelyn Bruckert, Reese Clark, Kane Copelin, Luke Fulkerson, Kane Goddard, Austin Gregory,  
Maryn Harms, Elizabeth Huchko, Macy Little, Garrett Miller, Vivianna Passwater, and Max Workman. Please join us  
in celebrating with these young people and their families!
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New Sunday Morning  
Discussion Group:  
The Chosen
New this fall! Join us for a Sunday morning discussion  
group focused on the current television series The Chosen,  
a dramatic retelling of the life of Christ. We’ll move through  
the series one episode at a time, starting with Season 1.

Watch episodes prior to class, then come ready for lively  
discussion with Pastor Brad and other members of  
the CtK community. Each week, we’ll gather in Room 502/504 from 10:30 to 11:00 am. DVD copies of The Chosen  
will be available to check out and/or watch in the church building. You can also stream the series for free at  
watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen. 

You’re Invited to the CtK Movie Club
Join the CtK Movie Club for casual conversation about how, as people of faith, films can shape the way we see the  
world and help us better understand our place in it. The group meets at 10 am Saturdays under the canopy (weather  
permitting) or in Room 502/504. Movies are often available on popular streaming services, or a DVD can be borrowed  
from the church office or local libraries. Childcare is provided in the nursery. Email Josh Weinhold  
(josh.weinhold@gmail.com) if you’d like to learn more!

 Upcoming meetings:

• Dead Poets Society — Nov. 19  • Meet Me in St. Louis — Dec. 17

Intergenerational Christmas Event
December 18 @ 5 pm
You are cordially invited to a special evening with your CtK friends and family! Join us at 5 pm on Sunday, December 18, 
for “Christmas Around the World.” We’ll enjoy a shared meal, followed by skits and songs in the sanctuary and craft  
stations throughout the building. All ages are welcome! Watch for additional details in the weeks ahead. If you are  
interested in helping with the event, please contact Sarah Felde.
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HAPPENING AT CtKCtK BUSINESS UPDATE

FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – SEPTEMBER 30, 2022
Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts SEPTEMBER YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $230  $14,466
 Community Mission       $2,195  $35,397
 International Mission $8 $1,328
 INTO Mission Fund –  – 
 Seminary Fund $200  $1,975
 CMG - Word and Table $25     $170
 Sunday School $43  $445
 Youth Activities $8    $2,620

   $2,708 $56,401 

Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses)  

   SEPTEMBER YTD   

 Income $50,055 $464,487
 Expenditures      $58,930  $491,844
 Surplus (Deficit) ($8,875)       ($27,356)   

   SEPTEMBER    

 Trust Memorial Fund $7,247  
 Trust Endowment Fund $139,238

 Total $146,485

Loose Offering

 Madison Stem Food 4 Kids $1,520
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WEEKLY WORSHIP 
Sundays at 8:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia! 
Ringers, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape 
juice are also available).

Sundays at 9:30 am: Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, this service is family-friendly but speaks to people of all 
ages. Holy Communion is celebrated by station with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also 
available).

Sundays at 11:15 am: Traditional worship led by organ and/or piano, including the Sanctuary Choir or Alleluia! Ringers, 
a Young People’s Message, and Holy Communion distributed around the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free  
wafers and grape juice are also available).

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am worship 
service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video, the worship folder  
for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online donation link to continue your  
tradition of giving at worship.

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”
Isaiah 43:19a
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17195 Cleveland Road 
South Bend, IN 46635
A congregation of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is part of every  
Sunday morning worship service.   
Distribution varies as described below. 

Office Hours 
9 am - 2 pm
Monday through Friday 
Phone: (574) 272.4306 

Seasons Counseling Center  
(574) 277.0274

Executive Director
Alexandra Sobieski
Director of Operations  
Deborah Campoli
Business Director
Don Zerfas
Professional counselors available by appointment.
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