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I have a lot of books. One I open frequently when searching for inspiration is  
The President’s Devotional. It’s a book of 365 devotions, one for each day, previously 
sent to a sitting president. Just as people often send me something from Christ in Our 
Home or Luther Seminary’s “God Pause”—something that spoke a word into their life  
at just the right time—I share with you the devotion I read when I first opened the book.  

 

It took me much less time than usual to realize this devotion had just framed what 
I was planning to write for this newsletter. I had received a gift…many metaphorical 
doors opening at just the right time…and it is exactly as if the heavens have  
unfastened and opened.

Here’s the backstory.

Several months ago I became increasingly frustrated with our growing inability…as  
a society…to talk to each other respectfully (especially when we disagree) and to work 
together toward God’s intention for the world. I felt called to do something about this, 
as did a few of my colleagues here at CtK and at Clay Church down the road.  

Thus, Word and Table was born.

In case this is all new to you, our hopes and dreams for Word and Table are to bring 
people together over issues of social concern in order to:

 1) Educate ourselves.
 2) Engage in honest and respectful conversation.
 3) Form meaningful connections with each other. (There’s no better way  
  to form meaningful connections than honest conversation over food;  
  we need that “table” part of the equation.) 
 4) Be moved to do something for the sake of our community and as a witness  
  to the power of collaboration.
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AND THE HEAVENS OPEN

Continued on the next page

And the Heavens Open 
He mounted the cherubim and flew; 
he soared on the wings of the wind.  

2 Samuel 22:11 (NIV)

And something started in my soul,
fever or forgotten wings,
and I made my own way,

deciphering
that fire,

and I wrote the first faith line,
faith, without substance, pure

nonsense,
pure wisdom

of someone who knows nothing,
and I suddenly saw

the heavens 
unfastened 
and open. 

Pablo Neruda, “Poesia”

Isn’t that what faith is? Walking right up to the edge of our present circumstance, 
closing our eyes, seeing the bright-red sparks of possibility that dance beneath our 
lids, feeling the warm embrace of a God who wants greater and greater and greater 
things for us, whispering a silent prayer; then, we leap.
 And the heavens open.



AND THE HEAVENS OPEN (CONTINUED)
We decided to start with a topic that is difficult but not as potentially divisive as some. We decided to start with the 
topic of poverty.  

Last April we passed out books (thanks to the CMG grant). We listened to community speakers. We began to see that 
poverty is extremely complex—as are the solutions to poverty.  

In September, we listened to more speakers, attempting to learn how to regather the church’s fire for social innovation 
as well as make the most effective use of limited resources.

All along, the goal has been to move through steps 1–3 above in order to get to step 4: “Be moved to do something for 
the sake of our community and as a witness to the power of collaboration.” But I…we…had no idea how to make that 
happen. We were “Walking right up to the edge of our present circumstance, closing our eyes, seeing the bright-red 
sparks of possibility that dance beneath our lids, feeling the warm embrace of a God who wants greater and greater 
and greater things for us, whispering a silent prayer.” We had already leaped…Word and Table was a thing. Now what?

And the heavens unfastened and open.

Dr. Dhaval Patel will lead whomever is interested through a process of discernment. (See his TED Talk here:  
https://tinyurl.com/dpateltedtalk.) As a social innovator and humanitarian, Dr. Patel has both the skill set required to 
lead such a venture and the enthusiasm to make it exciting along the way. Join him for our third and final Zoom event 
on November 7 from 5–6:30 pm. Hear about his experiences around the globe as well as in his hometown of Beeville, 
Texas; learn how the process of discernment will unfold over the next several months (including a half-day retreat on 
Sunday, November 21); and get inspired to make a small difference in our own backyard.  
Sometimes the heavens really do open.

Dear God, let me write the first line. Make the first move. Speak the first word. Love newly, radically. Let me leap, 
and let the heavens unfasten, and open. Amen.

 Pastor Caroline
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 October 10 Is Mental Health Awareness Sunday!
Christ the King Lutheran Church and Seasons Counseling of Michiana gladly declare Sunday, October 10, 2021,  
as Mental Health Awareness Sunday.

National Mental Health Awareness Week is October 3–9, 2021. Because we were not able to gather together  
as a community for our annual Hymn Festival of Healing and Hope, we are moving our celebration of mental health 
ministry and awareness to a Sunday morning. 

Whether you live with a mental health challenge or care about someone who does, Christ the King’s Mental Health 
Ministries Team invites you to join us on this special morning to hear through Word and song how God’s liberating  
love and justice touches all of us, including people who live with mental health challenges.

Grace and peace,

Your CtK Mental Health Ministries Team
Pastor Brad Davick, Hillary Doerries, Jill Harms, Bill Montgomery, Pastor Caroline Satre,
Alexandra Sobieski and introducing: Jody Hughes, LCSW, CtK’s Mental Health Ministries Consultant
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Fresh Hope for Mental Health to Host Open House
In honor of National Mental Health Awareness Week (October 3–9, 2021), Christ the King’s Mental Health Ministries Team 
invites you to a special OPEN HOUSE! This gathering will take place during our normal Fresh Hope for Mental Health 
gathering time.

Please join us on Tuesday, October 5, 2021, from 6:30–8:00 pm to learn more about what this support group has to offer. 
Light refreshments and *FREE* Fresh Hope SWAG (canvas bags, journals, pens, water bottles, and MORE!) will be  
available to all. You will hear from Fresh Hope group facilitators and current group members. We will reserve plenty  
of time for you to ask questions about how this group might benefit you or a loved one. 

At Christ the King, we understand that talking about topics of mental health is very personal and can be challenging. 
Fresh Hope provides people in our congregation and community with an opportunity to share their experiences  
with mental illness in a confidential, nonjudgmental setting. 

So please, come see for yourself on Tuesday, October 5!

If you have questions, please reach out to any of Fresh Hope’s trained, compassionate facilitators:
Pastor Brad Davick, Hillary Doerries, Debbie Radecki, Pastor Steve Schwier

Hillary Doerries Offers Informal Hymn Sing  
Wednesday, November 3
Director of Music Ministries and seminary student Hillary Doerries is nearing the end of her  
dissertation. For her fifth and final chapter, she needs your help!

Please join Hillary in the sanctuary on Wednesday, November 3, from 7–8 pm for an informal hymn 
sing, group discussion, and brief survey about CtK’s blossoming community mental health ministry. 

While all are welcome, Hillary would especially like to hear from individuals who have attended a Hymn Festival of Healing 
and Hope in past years, since this event is at the heart of her last chapter. 

Because this event involves indoor group singing, masks are required. 

If you have any questions, please contact Hillary: hillarydoerries@gmail.com

Save the Date:  
GriefShare—
Surviving the Holidays  
Saturday, November 20, 10 am–1 pm
Watch for more details in the November King’s Herald.

2nd Half Adventurers  
Wednesday, October 13, 11:30 am–1 pm 
Our Second Half Adventurers are excited to be back for the fall season. Join us on October 13 at the Clay Church Firehouse 
Campus for lunch, fellowship, and a special presentation from WNDU meteorologist Mike Hoffman! A box lunch  
is included in the cost of the event, and pre-registration is required. Sign up at www.ctkluth.com/events.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Give Cold Feet The Boot!  
Christ Child Society Boot Drive:  
Now Through October 17 
Yes, it’s sadly true that before long, wintery weather will make its appearance. 
For children living in difficult economic circumstances, winter can be  
especially challenging. Now is a great time to clean out those outgrown  
boots and donate them to Christ Child Society’s autumn boot drive.  
No children’s sizes at your house? You can still donate gently used small 
men’s and women’s sizes for the quickly growing preteen children that  
CCS serves. Another great help is the donation of brand-new children’s  
snow boots that are in ready supply at many stores as the season changes.

Collections will occur in a brightly decorated bin in the narthex until Sunday, 
October 17. Let’s do our best to keep those little toes warm this winter!

Panera Bread Fundraiser  
Tuesday, October 26, 4 pm–8 pm
The Community Missions Committee is hosting a fundraiser at Panera Bread, raising money for 
the Angel Tree. To participate, either order online at panerabread.com and enter code PRFUND 
at checkout, or bring a digital or print copy of this flyer and show it to the cashier when ordering 
at the cafe. With either method, CtK will get 20% of the proceeds from your purchase.

Fall Fellowship  
Festival and Hayride   
Bendix Woods County Park 
Saturday, October 9,  
4 pm–7 pm

Mark your calendars for the Fall Fellowship Festival 
and Hayride at Bendix Woods County Park on  
Saturday, October 9, from 4 to 7 pm. Join your CtK 
family at the Van Paris Shelter (56960 Timothy Road, 
New Carlisle) for a variety of fun fall activities in  
a safe, outdoor environment.  

 • Costume contest: Come dressed in your Halloween best and potentially win a prize.

 • Hayrides: Hayrides will be available from 4 to 7 pm. Only two families (or 10 people) can ride at one time 
  to ensure safe social distancing.

 •  Nature hikes: Take a walk with your family or join some friends to enjoy all the beauty the park has to offer.

 •  Picnic: Please BYO everything—food, drinks, chairs, etc. Due to COVID, CtK will not provide food or beverages  
  of any kind.

 •  Bonfire: We’ll have a bonfire next to the pavilion, so feel free to bring the tools and ingredients necessary  
  for s’mores.

To protect ourselves and others, everyone is expected to wear a mask when inside the shelter.



Page 6

HELP SUPPORT

Order online at panerabread.com and enter code PRFUND  at checkout.

You can also bring this flyer or show a digital version to the cashier when

ordering at the cafe to ensure your organization gets a portion of the proceeds.

WE’RE COMMITTED TO YOUR SAFETY.
We offer a variety of ordering options so you can support the cause in whichever way

you feel most comfortable. Services vary by cafe.

*20% of total net sales from your designated fundraising event will be donated to your organization.
Gift card, catering, kiosk and orders placed on third party delivery sites are excluded and will not count towards the event.

Other restrictions apply. For complete details, visit: http://fundraising.panerabread.com/terms-conditions/

©2021 Panera Bread. All Rights Reserved.

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH

WHERE 4310 N Main St, Mishawaka, IN 46545

WHEN Tues, Oct 26th FROM 4:00pm - 8:00pm
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HAPPENING AT CtK

 DISMAS DINNERWITH 

CHRIS ZORICH
N O V E M B E R  1 8 T H ,  2 0 2 1  |  6 : 3 0 P M

DAHNKE BALLROOOM NOTRE DAME STADIUM
TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIP AT 

WWW.DISMASHOUSEOFINDIANA.ORG OR CALL (574) 233-8522

V I P  M E E T  A N D  G R E E T  6 : 0 0 P M
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Rite of Confirmation
On October 31 at the 11:15 am service, seven of our CtK youth will participate 
in the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation). One of the  
requirements for Confirmation is the completion of a Faith Project.  
This year’s projects will be displayed in the narthex in October. As you 
will see, these students have done an amazing job expressing their faith 
through a variety of talents including art, craftsmanship, and meaningful 
faith statements. Please come and take a look, and join us in celebrating 
with these young people and their families! 

Sunday Night Live! (SNL)
We’re off to a great start with this much-loved Sunday evening youth program. On September 19, 20 of our 6th–12th  
graders enjoyed a lively hour and a half together, including two outdoor group-building games, then indoor Confirmation 
class and high school group time. We so much enjoyed being together again after spending last school year on Zoom. 

As the weather gets cooler this fall, we hope to have a campfire or two for the upcoming SNL nights. All 6th–12th graders 
are welcome to join us! We’ll meet in Room 502/504 from 5:00–6:30 pm on the following dates this fall: October 3,  
October 17, November 7, November 21, and December 12.

Owen Johnston
Caroline Layman
Kate Layman

Kiran Nayee
Allison Roggow
Ellie Satre

Molly Schuman

“Your Theology in 66 Verses” Is Back
After a summer hiatus, “What Camp Are You In?: Your Theology in 66 Verses” is back! All are invited to join this  
discussion group, led by Pastor Brad, as we read our way through the Bible, one book at a time. As we finish each 
book, we’ll select one verse that best reflects the heart of our faith.

Meetings will be held via Zoom on the Sundays listed below, beginning at 12:30 pm. Meeting dates and corresponding 
books are as follows:

 • October 10: 2 Chronicles

 • November 7: Ezra

 • November 14: Nehemiah

 • November 21: Esther

 • December 5: Job

 • December 19: Psalms

Log in with meeting number 881 0686 0112  
and passcode 66verses. 

New faces are always welcome! Drop in for  
a session, even if you haven’t been reading  
along so far! 

For more information, please contact  
Pastor Brad or Sarah Felde.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Join Us for a Word and Table Discussion Group
Earlier this year, the Word and Table (W&T) team chose poverty as our initial topic of interest. At our kickoff event  
in April, we learned that poverty is extremely complex—as are the solutions to poverty. Then, at our panel event on 
September 19, we began to explore what differentiates a good solution from a not-so-successful solution, as well  
as how to make the most effective use of limited resources. 

Even if you haven’t attended a W&T event thus far, you are invited to join us in the next step in our journey! Please join 
us this fall for discussion groups centered around the books Helping Without Hurting in Church Benevolence and 
Christian Social Innovation. Through our conversation, we hope to learn more about best practices in poverty  
alleviation and lasting social transformation. 

Discussion groups begin the first week in October. There are three different groups to choose from, and each group 
will meet three times. For additional information and to sign up, please visit ctkluth.com/wordandtable or contact 
Sarah Felde.

Attention Families:  
October Is Milestone Month!
October is a busy month for Child Faith Formation at CtK! In addition  
to outdoor Sunday school, we are offering First Communion and Bible  
Milestone classes, as well as distributing children’s Bibles to our younger 
students. Specific plans are as follows:

 • Bible Milestone Class (October 3, 10 and 17): All children in grades  
  3, 4, and 5 are invited to this class series, led by Pastor Caroline.  
  We’ll gather during the Sunday school time for three consecutive  
  Sundays. Those who complete the class series will receive their own NRSV Bible during services  
  on Milestone Sunday.

 •  First Communion Class (October 13): Children of any age who are ready to receive Communion are invited  
  to join Pastors Caroline and Brad on Wednesday, October 13, from 5:00 to 6:15 pm. We’ll learn more about  
  the sacrament, and families will get a kit to make Communion bread at home. Those who complete the  
  class will celebrate their First Communion on Milestone Sunday.

 •  Milestone Sunday and Bible Distribution (October 31): Join us for a day of celebration! Children ages 2   
  through second grade will receive Spark Story Bibles; First Communion students will receive the sacrament   
  for the first time; and students who completed the Bible Milestone will receive their NRSV Bibles. 

For more information and to sign up, please contact Sarah Felde.

WORD       TABLE&&
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HAPPENING AT CtK

An Invitation from  
the Property Committee 
We would like to invite you to join the Property Committee at Christ the King. The 
Property Committee primarily oversees the maintenance and improvement of the 
church building and grounds. This includes things like HVAC maintenance, light bulb 
replacement, plumbing repairs, snow removal, lawn care, building cleaning, etc. Part 
of the church’s annual budget is managed by this committee to get all of this done.

The Property Committee does this work either by fixing it ourselves (simple things 
like faucet repair or sprinkler head replacement) or by coordinating suppliers for more complex things (like EJ White 
to fix our air handlers or MAC Services to replace a septic lift pump). As the building ages, more things need repair or 
replacement, so the committee also coordinates more major items such as soffit or roof replacement.

If you are wondering about the skills needed to serve on this committee, the work done is similar to the ongoing  
maintenance on a home. Whether you are a DIYer or someone who contracts everything out, you have what it takes  
to serve. The committee meets once a month (second Tuesday of the month at 7 pm), and that is the only fixed  
meeting time. 

We sometimes meet on a Saturday to do work (usually a churchwide work day) or at other agreed-upon times for  
special projects.

If you would like to take advantage of this opportunity or have questions, please contact one of the current members  
of the Property Committee: Mike Radecki, Bob O’Dell, Glenn Jensen, Ron Stuckey, or Chuck Trundle.

Upcoming Movie Club Selection: The Farewell
Do you love watching movies? Do you want to form meaningful relationships with other CtK  
members through relaxed conversation? If so, join the CtK Movie Club on Saturday, October 2,  
at 10 am to discuss The Farewell. We will meet in person at CtK, under the canopy if weather  
permits or in the narthex in case of rain.

Please reach out to Josh Weinhold or Sarah Felde for more information.

Outdoor Sunday School Continues 
All children age 2 through grade 5 are invited to join us for Sunday school! We’ll meet outdoors after the conclusion  
of Drive-in Worship, with lessons getting underway by 10:30 am. Parents should sign in their children at the following 
location(s): 
 •  Age 2 through kindergarten: Grassy area next to Seasons Counseling

 •  1st and 2nd graders: Under the large oak tree on top of the hill behind CtK

 •  3rd through 5th graders: In the outdoor chapel

All children will need to wear a mask throughout the Sunday school period. We also recommend bringing a blanket, 
lawn chair, or beach towel to sit on.

At 11:00 am, all classes will travel to the outdoor chapel for a brief closing, featuring music and an update on  
the offering project. We will wrap up by 11:10 am. Please arrive at the chapel by 11:10 to pick up your child(ren),  
and please be sure to sign them out! 

Deepest thanks to this year’s teachers for their flexibility and continued dedication to the children of CtK:  
Audrey Dixon, Sarah Felde, Amy Layman, Julie Markiewicz, Marcia O’Connell, Chad Roggow,  
and Megan Schopmeyer.
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CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – AUGUST 31, 2021

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts AUGUST YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $765  $29,685

 Community Mission $6,469  $68,956

 International Mission 8 $14,512

 INTO Mission Fund –  $1,811 

 Seminary Fund $970  $1,910

 CMG $90     $10,145

 Sunday School –  $365

 Youth Activities $8    $5,645

   $8,309  $133,028 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   AUGUST YTD   
 Income $51,324 $388,380

 Expenditures $53,833  $415,796

 Surplus (Deficit) ($2,509) ($27,416)  

   AUGUST    
 Trust Memorial Fund $7,305  

 Trust Endowment Fund $131,532

 Total $138,838

Loose Offering
 Madison School $481
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
In the sanctuary: Sundays at 8:15 am and 11:15 am
The 8:15 worship service is in the traditional format led by organ. Holy Communion is distributed around 
the altar with bread and wine (gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available). 

While the 11:15 am worship service is also in the traditional format and primarily led by organ,  
Holy Communion is celebrated with pre-packaged elements.

Masks are mandatory for all at both indoor services.

Drive-in Worship: Sundays in the parking lot at 9:30 am 
Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, including a Young Peoples’ Message and in-vehicle Holy Communion. 
Masks are required for the Young Peoples’ Message, but are otherwise optional.

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am 
worship service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video,  
the worship folder for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online 
donation link to continue your tradition of giving at worship.

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,  
as indeed you are doing.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11


