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 O Ingenious One,
 it is not only creation,
  but creativity 
   that awes me.
 It is a wondrous,
  fearsome thing
   that you share your power to create. 

So begins a prayer in my favorite prayer book, Guerillas of Grace. 
Entitled “I Claim Your Power to Create,” this prayer lifts up those 
who make music, those who mold and paint and carve, and 
those who are artists of “kitchen and office and shop, of 

courtroom and classroom and sickroom.” This prayer has always moved me, but it 
seems especially appropriate now as we create and re-create a “new normal.”

Very little is exactly as it was five or six months ago in the “kitchen, office, shop, 
courtroom, classroom, sickroom” or anywhere else. In this constant state of 
construction, I find myself fluctuating between the energy drain of re-imagining, and 
the energy boost when the creative “juices” are flowing. It’s an odd season of life, isn’t it?

As I pause for a moment over my love–hate relationship with the creative process, 
I also find myself grateful for a God willing to share this kind of power. As the prayer 
says, “It is a wondrous, fearsome thing that you share your power to create.” I’m also 
grateful for a theology that is not threatened by this concept, but celebrates a God who 
is willing to power-share with those who will, inevitably, not do it quite as well as the 
Creator himself.

As September 2020 begins, this prayer also speaks to the many and various ways 
the creative process takes shape. As our nation celebrates those who labor in “kitchen, 
office, shop, courtroom, classroom, sickroom” and everywhere else (this year we should 
definitely add “at home” to this list!), and as our larger church body, the ELCA, lifts up 
everyone who does God’s work with their hands, we remember how these two 
celebrations go hand in hand. Anytime you labor…doing whatever it is you do every 
day to the glory of God and the benefit of the neighbor…you are doing God’s work 
with your hands.   

Everyone does God’s work with their hands in their own unique way; however, this 
year we will also have the opportunity to do something together. Thanks to a creative 
staff meeting and the continual re-imagining put forth by the Church Council and its 
committees, we have come up with a way to honor the ELCA’s annual emphasis on 
God’s Work, Our Hands, respect the current social distancing guidelines, and have 
a little fun in the process. See page 7 for more information!

As September 2020 begins, I suspect this season of creativity will continue for some 
time. When you find yourself tired from the energy it takes to re-imagine, lean on the 
Creator himself…the Ingenious One who gave us this wondrous, fearsome power. 
Then press on toward whatever lies ahead, knowing that you are, as the prayer 
concludes, one of the… 

…crazy people 
 who somehow know the world is always unfinished, 
  and who happily risk pushing and shoving 
   and tugging and pounding…
    until it and all of us 
     come out in more glorious shape.

Happy creating.

Pastor Caroline

HOLY GROUND, SACRED SPACE
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ORGAN TASK FORCE UPDATE: 
A MEDITATION ON MUSICAL COMMUNITY

Despite the social and travel restrictions that arrived with COVID-19, CtK’s Organ 
Task Force continues to meet monthly via Zoom. We have been reading up on 
the mechanics of the organ; discussing specifications and potential builders with 
our consultant, Professor Kola Olawabi of Notre Dame; and dreaming about the 
day we can safely pile into our cars and head out to hear other instruments in and 
beyond the Michiana area. Alas, such field trips will have to wait just a while longer. 

A topic that regularly surfaces during our monthly meetings is that of finance. 
It’s no secret: Purchasing a new organ is expensive. I will admit that it is easy to 
get lost in the dollars-and-cents details of a project of this magnitude. Raising the 
funds to purchase and install an organ—especially a pipe organ—is an enormous 
undertaking for any congregation. It involves a lengthy process of researching, 
planning, and executing. 

Because some of our research has been put on hold, in the meantime, I would like to encourage both the 
Organ Task Force and all of YOU as the community of faith to think about what a new organ could mean 
not just for our congregation, but for our community. Ponder for a moment with me how a new organ 
symbolizes CtK’s continuing commitment to several long-term investments, particularly: 

 1. CtK’s continued commitment to singing the story of our faith together as the body of Christ
 2. CtK’s commitment to the musical education and faith formation of our young people
 3. CtK’s commitment to the musical and spiritual life of our broader community

As a kid, I was fortunate to have wonderful public school music teachers; however, funding for the arts in our 
schools has been on a steady decline for several years, leaving many school-aged children at an educational 
deficit. I also received additional musical training and experience in the church: singing in choirs, playing 
handbells, accompanying singers at the piano, and eventually, leading congregations in song from the 
organ bench. There is no doubt in my mind that without the support, encouragement, and musical 
opportunities the church afforded me as a young person, I would not be the musician I am today. 

Our young people deserve these same experiences, and CtK is in the position to offer continuing educational 
opportunities in the arts through sacred music. You may or may not know that these opportunities have 
already been in place for the last few years. CtK currently enjoys a partnership with Notre Dame’s Sacred 
Music Academy—the same program that supports the Notre Dame Children’s Choir (NDCC). This means 
that during the school year, any child enrolled in the NDCC may receive free piano or organ lessons; many 
of those lessons take place in our own sanctuary. The young students’ musical instructors are graduate 
students at Sacred Music at Notre Dame. In working with the young musicians of the Sacred Music Academy, 
the graduate students gain invaluable teaching experience they will carry into their professional careers. 

If CtK were to purchase a new organ, it would certainly strengthen these musical partnerships already in 
place and possibly even create new ones. For example:

 • Area graduate students could give their degree recitals on our new organ.
 • Organ professors could schedule masterclasses for their students on our new organ.
 • College choirs and community ensembles could use our new organ during concerts  
  and other performances.
 • We could even invite professional organ concertizers to perform in our sanctuary as part  
  of a solo concert series, hymn festival, or community choral festival.

At this point, you might be asking yourself, “What prevents CtK from doing these kinds of things with 
our current organ?” The truth is, unfortunately, that our current organ is quite unreliable. Our electronic 
Allen organ, while it has supported congregational singing for over 20 years, is an appliance, and appliances 
need repairing and replacing. Many of you have been in worship when the organ has decided to buzz,

Continued on the next page
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ORGAN TASK FORCE UPDATE: 
A MEDITATION ON MUSICAL COMMUNITY

crackle, hum, or simply give out. As an organist, this is incredibly unnerving and produces much anxiety.  
For over a year, I have had to be mentally prepared to grab my music, slide off the bench, and finish the  
service on the piano at a moment’s notice—sometimes, right in the middle of a hymn! 

Although there are many other considerations surrounding this topic, I must remember to leave room for 
the announcements and articles of my colleagues! So let me leave you with just one more insight:
 
May 2020 marked the start of my 7th year as your Director of Music Ministries. This position has brought 
me much joy. It has challenged me. It has offered me extraordinary educational and musical opportunities.  
It has led to the formation of many friendships that have brought meaning to my life. Yet still, I waited  
several years before deciding to formally join CtK. There were many reasons to make our relationship  
“official,” but the clincher has to do with our mission statement—those sacred words we recite together 
at the close of every worship service: As the Body of Christ, we are called and sent to love and serve 
the world. This is why I love CtK. There are numerous congregations that define their ministries by how they 
affect the people inside the church. I know this because I have served many of those churches. But CtK  
is a church that seeks to do ministry with others outside its walls. Some folks created buzz phrases like  
“missional ministry” or “divergent churches” to describe this kind of work, but I like to think of it as us  
attempting to continue the ministry of Jesus in our modern world. 

I understand that not all of you will see a need for a new organ at this time. And that is okay. After all, we  
are still fighting this global pandemic. We are still figuring out how to keep our ministries going in a time  
of chaos, unpredictability, and social distancing. Still others may point to the many other projects around 
our building that need attention: the leaky roof, kitchen upgrades, etc. That is okay, too. I am not here to tell 
anyone that those things are not important or valid, because they certainly are. I am only asking you to  
consider adding a new organ to this list of projects and improvements that will enable our community  
of faith to meaningfully engage with our neighbors as we continue to love and serve the world.

Peace to you, my friends,

Hillary Doerries
Director of Music Ministries and Fresh Hope facilitator

CtK MUSIC MINISTRY + FALL REHEARSAL START DATES
SANCTUARY CHOIR

First rehearsal: Outdoor picnic and hymn sing!
Wednesday, September 9, 2020 6:30–8:30 p.m.

OUTDOOR CHAPEL
Rehearsals will be held outdoors as long as weather permits.

HANDBELL QUARTET
First rehearsal: Thursday, September 17, 2020 

5:00–6:00 p.m.
CtK SANCTUARY

Bring your masks!

ALLELUIA RINGERS
HANDBELL QUARTET

First rehearsal: Thursday, September 17, 2020  
6:00–7:00 p.m.

CtK SANCTUARY
Note shorter rehearsal time. Bring your masks!

XALT!
Xalt! will continue to rehearse on Sunday  

mornings at 8:00 a.m. in preparation for drive-in 
worship. When the weather turns cold,

 we’ll devise a new rehearsal plan. Stay tuned for 
more information!

YOUNG PEOPLES’ MUSIC MINISTRY
Parents and families of children and youth: 

Please watch your e-mail for more information 
about musical opportunities coming this fall. 

Sarah Felde, Faith Jordan, and CtK’s new  
Sacred Music Intern, Christina Beasley,  

are looking forward to another 
year of SNL!
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“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR” VBS WRAP UP

Vacation Bible School was held from Monday, August 3, through Friday, August 7. Our theme for 2020 was 
“Love Your Neighbor”—a commandment that seems especially important given ongoing challenges in 
our community, nation, and world. 

In light of the pandemic, this year’s VBS looked quite different than VBS in years past:

 • From Monday through Thursday, kids met virtually via Zoom. Each session began  
  with live conversation, then transitioned to prerecorded skits featuring our hosts,  
  “Johnny Johnson” (Chad Harms) and “Big White” the puppet (Chuck Trundle), along  
  with stories presented by the pastors and the Roggow and Harms families. We closed  
  with live music from the Trundles, as well as an explanation of the daily craft and a closing  
  prayer led by Sarah Felde. All Zoom content was later posted online so that families who  
  were unable to join us live could watch at a time that better fit their schedule.

 • On Friday, August 7, we gathered in the parking lot for a safe, socially distanced  
  closing celebration. Children brought in their portion of a collaborative art project, as well  
  as offering banks and “sharing bags” full of donated food, toiletries, and gently used toys  
  and books. Kids and their families enjoyed a recap of the daily lessons, songs with  
  the Trundles, silliness with “Johnny Johnson,” popsicles, and a chance to visit with 
  their friends. 

All participants received a supply bag that included an activity booklet, craft supplies, and snacks. Our 
goal was to get the kids excited about VBS (despite the unusual format), as well as to make the process as 
easy and seamless as possible for participating families.

One unexpected benefit of this year’s virtual format was that it allowed our friends from Sunbeam Boys 
Home to participate in VBS. They were joined by 35 other children here in the South Bend area.

Many, many thanks to everyone who helped make VBS a success, especially Chuck and Andy Trundle, 
Chad Harms, Adam Raschka, and the Roggow and Harms families. Your assistance was invaluable and so 
greatly appreciated! 

Last but not least, everyone is encouraged to visit CtK’s YouTube channel, where you can watch this year’s 
VBS skits and stories. Whether you are 1 or 100, you’ll have a good time—while also learning more about 
ways to love God and love your neighbor!



Page 6

HAPPENING AT CtK

Parsing Scripture  
with Pastor Steve (PS2) 
Join Pastor Steve for a closer look at the Scripture readings  
Sundays at 10:30 a.m., now in-person in Van Oort Hall, regardless  
of the weather. Participants must wear a mask and maintain  
social distancing while inside the building. 

This group will also continue with Zoom sessions on Monday evenings  
for those who are not comfortable meeting in person yet. Both  
sessions will cover the same topic. For Zoom details and other  
information, visit www.ctkluth.com/ps2.

Booklets Available
The Christ in Our Home 
booklet for July, August, 
and September is now 
available. 

Copies can be found in 
a box in the front office 
vestibule or in the narthex 
vestibule. If you aren’t able 
to leave your home, please 
contact Geoff Layman  
at (574) 302.1070 or  

glayman@nd.edu, and he will make sure  
a member of “God’s Army” delivers one to you. 

The CtK Movie Club
After so much time apart, have you been eager to build meaningful  
relationships with other CtK members? 

The CtK Movie Club is starting its next series of monthly meetings, 
so now is the perfect time to join in the conversation about how films 
shape the way we see the world. On Saturday, September 26th,  
at 10 a.m., the group will discuss Do the Right Thing. It’s currently 

streaming on Comcast, available from local libraries, or can be borrowed from the church office. 

Weather permitting, we will meet in the outdoor area at CtK near Van Oort Hall — so watch the movie, 
bring a lawn chair, and join us for this friendly fellowship opportunity!

Sunday School Resumes 
September 13!
Sunday School is back, starting September 13!  
Join us after drive-in worship on the hill behind 
the parking lot. We’ll meet for 25–30 minutes for 
stories, activities, songs, and a take-home craft. 
Bring your masks and a blanket or lawn chair to 
sit on.

Although the lessons are tailored for children 
grade 5 and younger, all are welcome! 

For more information, please contact Sarah Felde 
sfelde@ctkluth.com.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

God’s Work, Our Hands—And So Much More
September 13 is going to be a fun-filled day at CtK. Pack a lunch and plan to spend the morning social 
distancing with your CtK family.

This is the official date of the 2020 God’s Work, Our Hands (GWOH)—and COVID-19 will not stop us Lutherans 
from doing God’s work. Join us either on Sunday, September 13, or later in the month to do missional 
activities for our community. This year’s GWOH will involve the following community organizations: 
Center for the Homeless, Christ Child Society, CtK Rummage Sale, Cultivate Culinary, and Sole Hope.

God’s Work, Our Hands Activities at CtK on September 13 (All Outside) 
 • Healthwin Mums: Donate $6 to purchase mums for Healthwin Specialized Care. Order forms,  
  which are available at the church office, at Drive-In Worship and online can be turned in at  
  these three same locations. 
 • CtK Rummage Sale Clothing Sort: The annual rummage sale had to be postponed, but   
  donations keep coming in. Join us to help sort clothes that will be stored until the next sale.
 • Sole Hope: Many people in Uganda suffer from a parasite called jiggers. One way to prevent  
  jiggers is by wearing shoes. We’ll work together using a pattern to make shoes that will be  
  sent to Uganda.
 • CtK College Care Packages: This is an uncertain time for all of us, especially our CtK youth  
  who are in college. Stop by to write inspirational messages in greeting cards or help assemble  
  care packages for our CtK college students.
 • Christ Child Society: Throughout the month of September, you may drop off new or gently  
  used children’s clothes in the Christ Child Society bin in the narthex. Christ Child Society  
  provides clothing to children up to 12 years of age.
 • The Roach Brothers: Enjoy a lawn-chair concert to benefit the Center for the Homeless!  
  The Roach Brothers will perform Cajun and Irish music, old-time hymns, and more from  
  11:30 a.m. to noon. This concert is a benefit for the Center for the Homeless. No donation is  
  too large or too small!

God’s Work, Our Hands Activities in the Community  
 • Christ Child Society: The Christ Child Society is in need of volunteers on any of the following  
  dates. If interested, please contact Debra Low at (574) 261-0898 or debramlow@comcast.net.

• Thursday, September 24, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
• Sunday, September 27, 12:30–3:30 p.m.
• Thursday, October 15, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
• Thursday, October 22, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
• Sunday, October 25, 12:30–3:30 p.m.

• Thursday, November 12, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
• Sunday, November 15, 12:30–3:30 p.m.
• Thursday, December 3, 4:30–7:30 p.m.
• Sunday, December 6, 12:30–3:30 p.m.

 • Cultivate Culinary: Join others from CtK at Cultivate Culinary on Wednesday, September 16,  
  from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. to package food for the community. There are 8 slots available. To volunteer,  
  please contact Jill Harms at (515) 451-9788 or jjharms@iastate.edu. If this time slot fills and  
  there is more interest from the congregation, we will reserve another time slot for volunteers.

Schedule of Church Activities for September 13
 • 9:30–10:15 a.m.: Drive-in worship
 • 10:15–10:45 a.m.: Sunday school on hill behind parking lot
 • 10:15–11:00 a.m.: Youth meeting in outdoor chapel
 • 10:30–11:00 a.m.: Parsing Scripture with Pastor Steve (in VOH)
 • 10:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: God’s Work, Our Hands activities (outside)
 • 11:15 a.m.: Communion under the portico
 • 11:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.: Roach Brothers lawn-chair concert to benefit the Center for the Homeless
***Bring a picnic lunch and a lawn chair. Whether you participate in any of the above activities or just want to sit and visit with your 
CtK family, you are welcome.  

RAIN DATE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Fall Mum Sale
It’s that time of year to start thinking about fall flowers! Once again, CtK is selling 
mums for $6 per plant. Flowers are available in bronze/orange, purple, yellow, red, 
and white. Order forms are available and can be turned in at the church office, 
outside at drive-in worship, and online. All orders are due on Sunday, September 
13.  Plants can be picked up outside the church on Friday, September 18, between 
2:00 and 6:00 p.m. Proceeds will go to the Madison Food Packs program. Please 
call Lynn Figg with any questions at (574) 273-8666.

Phebe Community  
Lutheran School 
Scholarship Program 
Update
Traditionally, CtK raises funds to sponsor 60 students 
at the Phebe Community Lutheran School in 
Liberia. Due to the pandemic, the school closed 
on March 17, and as of today, there is no scheduled 
start date. CtK continues to be in communication 
with the school and will wait to start our scholar-
ship drive until we have official word from Phebe 
of their plans for the 2020–2021 school year.

2nd Half Adventurers Is Back!
Wednesday, September 9, 11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Central Park
235 E. Mishawaka Avenue, Mishawaka

Save the date! 2nd Half Adventurers is meeting 
again! This outdoor event will be free, as it will be 
a bring-your-own lunch and lawn chair event. The 
Roach Brothers, an acoustic duo playing Cajun and 
Irish songs, old-time hymns, and more will be this 
month’s entertainment. Although the event is free, 
the Roach Brothers will be collecting donations for 
the Center for the Homeless. No donation is too  
big or too small. Masks are required.

A Backpack and Beyond
Thank you to the congregation for your generosity 
of time and resources. A Backpack and Beyond 
successfully distributed 300 filled backpacks to 
community children on Saturday, July 25, along 
with 50 backpacks to Warren Elementary School. 
In addition to the backpacks, we provided 300 
coats, 100 pairs of shoes, and thousands of pairs 
of socks and underwear to Christ Child Society.

GriefShare: New Fall  
Sessions Beginning Soon
Two new 13-week sessions of GriefShare are 
scheduled to begin in September. One group will 
meet in person in VOH on Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. 
to noon, beginning Tuesday, September 15. 
A second group will meet virtually on Thursdays 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., beginning Thursday, 
September 17. You may register for these free 
programs on the CtK website.

CtK Welcomes the Tonk 
Family as New Members

Ryan, Jeana, Calvin (5), and Kate (3) Tonk moved to 
the area from Michigan City. Ryan, originally from 
Gary, IN, is an industrial engineer in the aerospace 
industry. Jeana, originally from Chesterton, IN, is a 
domestic engineer. Both Ryan and Jeana work from 
home. Calvin will be in kindergarten this fall and 
Kate will attend preschool at First English Lutheran 
Church. They love spending time outdoors: camping, 
hiking, playing with their new puppy, and spending 
time at the beach/pool. After plenty of church 
shopping (holy cow, there are so many churches 
in the area!) and much deliberation (Ryan was raised 
Catholic and Jeana as an ELCA Lutheran), they finally 
decided that Christ the King is where they want to 
be. From their very first visit, CtK felt like home.
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Youth Crew Updates
This fall, we have a number of ways for our 6th through 12th grade youth to stay connected, to learn and 
grow in their faith, to have a safe place to talk about faith and life and today’s challenges, and to simply 
have fun together! 

Sunday Morning Youth Crew in the Outdoor Chapel
All 6th through 12th graders are welcome to join us every week right after drive-in worship, from 10:15–11:00 a.m. 
in the outdoor chapel, starting September 13. We’ll have a service project that day for God’s Work Our 
Hands, as well as time to connect and share. Please join us for conversation about a variety of interesting 
topics each Sunday throughout the fall.

Sunday Night Live! (SNL)
Our lively Sunday evening program for youth continues in its third year. This fall, we’ll begin Live! on  
Zoom, instead of Live! in person. Confirmation students in grades 6 through 8 will join Pastor Brad twice 
a month on Zoom, from 5:00–6:00 p.m., focusing on the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments. 
Our first meeting is September 13 and will include a brief orientation for parents and students. SNL nights 
are always fun and interactive, and even in this time of Zoom meetings, Pastor Brad will find ways to make 
things interesting!

Sunday Night Live! (SNL) 2020-21 Schedule
“Sunday Night Live!” this year will be virtual, using Zoom meetings, until it is safe to meet again in person. 
SNL Confirmation classes will be one hour, from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., on the dates shown below:

September 13 (Orientation with parents, and first class for 6th-8th graders), September 20, October 4, 
October 18, November 8, November 22, December 13, January 10, January 24, February 7, February 21,
March 7, March 21, April 18, May 2, and May 16.

High School Campfires
This fall we’ll have several campfires for our high school youth on the hill behind church. Watch for  
announcements and e-mails coming soon with dates and times. All 9th through 12th graders are invited  
to join us around the crackling fire on these cool fall evenings! 

Youth Crew Flour Bouts: 
September 20, 3:00–7:00 pm
Prepare for battle at Flour Bouts! Join us for this 
much-loved annual event for 6th through 12th grade  
youth! Because it takes place outdoors, using the 
wide open spaces of CtK’s property, we are able to 
safely host this event, even during the time of  
social distancing. 

So, what is Flour Bouts? It’s a high-energy combination of  
capture the flag and laser tag where players use “bombs” made 
of flour wrapped in tissue to tag opponents and eliminate them 
from the game. We’ll play multiple rounds, including a round of 
adults versus youth! We’ll end the evening with a cookout and 
time to chat around the fire. Make sure you wear old clothes and 
sturdy shoes for running. Everyone will also need to wear a mask.

 
For more information and to sign up, please contact Faith 
Jordan at tfjordan3@comcast.net or (574) 238-7574.

HAPPENING AT CtK
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WHY PLEDGE?

One story of my dad’s always comes to my mind when the topic of giving is discussed. I have heard this 
story in at least two different sermons over the years so that could be one of the reasons it sticks in my 
head. I think it mostly stands out to me because I have always enjoyed hearing stories about my dad’s 
experiences growing up as the oldest child of eight kids. 

The story that comes to my mind is about my dad watching my paternal grandfather go to his dresser 
on Sunday mornings to take out a $20 bill for his offering. While $20 does not seem like much, I remind 
myself it was the 1950s so $20 then is not equivalent to $20 today. Just as my grandfather was committed 
to his weekly offering, I make my pledge each year and affirm what I plan to give to the church. While the 
contribution method is not cash in the offering plate but rather an automatic withdrawal twice a month 
from my checking account, it is still my way of giving. 

I pledge because I want to be a part of the mission of Ctk, the IN-KY Synod, and the ELCA. The important 
components in stewardship are the three T’s: Time, Talents, and Treasures. The first two T’s are usually the 
easiest for people. There are so many ways to be involved at Ctk. I do not have much of a singing voice so 
choir and Xalt! are out of the question, but I do enjoy hearing both of those groups as well as the Alleluia 
Ringers and the children’s choir. We are blessed to have such musical talent within Ctk. I find myself in the 
classroom teaching Sunday School because it brings me joy to see the smiling young faces as we learn 
about Jesus. We have a long list of opportunities for fellowship together and events to help others, locally 
in our community and beyond. I know that my offering is not only supporting our pastors and staff but 
also the numerous groups and activities we have at Ctk. Some of my fondest memories as a child are from 
youth group trips and church camp at Lutheran Hills in Brown County. I remember gathering with 
thousands of high school kids in the old Georgia Dome in 1994 for the National Youth Gathering and then 
again in New Orleans in the Superdome in 1997. What amazing experiences! I want my son to have fond 
church memories from his childhood. Supporting the church financially is one way I can help ensure our 
youth have these opportunities. 

I pledge because I am a planner. I use Simply Giving because it does truly make it simple. Many of us 
have household budgets. I budget for my contributions and it helps me focus my spending on what is 
important to me. I know I am fulfilling my pledge with the Simply Giving ACH transaction twice a month. 
I do not have to scramble on Sunday mornings to write a check to put in the offering plate. 

I pledge because I know it is a lot easier to figure out the church’s budget for the upcoming year when 
the contributions line is not a big mystery. Just like we balance our household budgets to ensure we 
can pay our mortgage, utilities, and other expenses, it is easier to plan a balanced budget when we have 
a good estimate for the contributions line. As a church, we can plan for various fellowship events and 
outreach opportunities if we know both how many volunteers and how much financial support is 
available. I think about all the lives we touch during our community events such as Trunk or Treat. 
It is amazing how many smiles can be brought to kids’ faces when they get to see our decorations and 
costumes. A little bit of candy goes a long way. To be honest, I have just as much fun as the kids during 
Trunk or Treat (perhaps more). 

I pledge for all these reasons. Those are my “whys,” I am sure if I had the space I could come up with many 
more “whys.” If you have not submitted a pledge card before, I encourage you to pray about it, think about 
your “whys” and consider submitting your pledge card when it is time to do so for 2021. If you have not 
taken advantage of Simply Giving, I encourage you to sign up. 

We are called and sent to love and serve the world. We are blessed. Thanks be to God!

Julie A. Markiewicz 
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CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – JULY 31, 2020

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts JULY YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $45  $2,375

 Community Mission $762  $76,421

 International Mission $158  $23,641

 INTO Mission Fund $10  $4,989 

 Seminary Fund $210  $11,194

 CMG $1,295     $65,727

 Sunday School $   —  $7,538

 Youth Activities $8    $24,980

     $216,866 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   JULY YTD   
 Income $46,947  $474,610

 Expenditures $44,822  $346,188

 Surplus (Deficit) $2,125  $128,422   

   JULY    
 Trust Memorial Fund $4,574  

 Trust Endowment Fund $117,918

 Total $122,491

July Loose Offerings
 Miller’s Vet Color Guard $427
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Holy Communion 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

With the above words of holy encouragement ringing in our ears, this is how we as Christ the King will 
continue to proclaim God’s love and grace, connect with each other in spite of “social distancing,” and 
serve one another and the world around us. We have created a “new normal” by providing many  
different virtual opportunities to stay connected to CtK.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
There are two ways you can worship with fellow CtK members and guests each Sunday: Drive-in Worship 
in the parking lot at 9:30 a.m. or Holy Communion under the canopy at 11:15 a.m.  Visit ctkluth.com for 
more information.

WORSHIP ON THE WEB
We invite everyone to join us each Sunday either at their regularly scheduled worship time or any time 
during the day or week to celebrate worship. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a Worship video, 
the worship folder for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online  
donation link to continue your tradition of giving at worship.  

WAYS TO CONNECT 
Some groups and studies are meeting in-person, some continue to meet via Zoom (a free service that 
allows participants to “meet” through the Internet). Please visit www.ctkluth.com or call the church  
office for more information.

“...[For] God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather  
a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”

2 Timothy 1:7


