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In my original cover article, I had written a few words about Ephesians 4:1-3, excerpted 
a portion of a prayer for Wisdom, and encouraged ongoing patience with ourselves, our 
neighbors, and our world. It was a good message. But then Sarah Felde sent me this 
prayer, written by Nadia Bolz-Weber.  
 

A prayer for today, Tuesday August 17, in the Year of our Lord 2021 

 

If you want the calmer, more sanitized prayer from my original article, let me know.  
I’m happy to share. If you are feeling as raw, weary, and disheartened as I think many are, 
read Nadia Bolz-Weber again. She’s raw…but I think she’s on to something.  

Let’s just say I read this prayer, decided I had “water in my bucket” to throw at Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service’s effort to resettle Afghan refugees (after seeing all the 
horrible images on the news this week), and signed up Christ the King to be “on call” in 
case something is needed in our area. If you don’t have “water in your bucket” for such  
a thing, that’s OK. There are lots of other ways to love and serve the world. If you do,  
there’s more information about LIRS included in this newsletter.

Above all, let’s hold on to Nadia’s prayer for mercy…for ourselves, for each other, and for  
a world in travail. “I guess what I am saying Lord, is: please show us some mercy, and help 
us to show this same mercy to ourselves and others. Amen.”

   
   Amen, indeed.

   Pastor Caroline
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A PRAYER FOR TODAY

Dear God,

I am sad to inform you that the planet is on fire and there’s a global pandemic that 
goes on and on and takes more and more from us. Haiti has been decimated once 
again and Afghanistan is looking doomed and last week some scientists said some 
pretty depressing stuff about our planet.

It’s all a bit much right now. 

I don’t want to feel numb but sometimes I do.

Except for when I’m having random level 9 responses to a level 2 situation. I mean, it’s 
humbling to admit that yesterday I shouted “#$%*&^&” at the guy with the painfully 
and unnecessarily loud muscle car in front of my apartment. Bless that guy, Lord.

Please just show me what is mine to do because otherwise I will feel horrible not doing 
everything or callous for just doing nothing. So, give me grace for myself and others.

Also, everyone is understaffed right now, so grant me patience with every clerk  
and delivery driver and customer service rep. 

And when all I can do is stop during the day and place my hand on my heart  
and hold all these heavy realities up to you, may it count as prayer.

Help me to know when there is water in my bucket and which fire to throw it on, 
but also to know when to wait because I am on empty. Help me to trust that you 
will give me what I am to give away and to not feel like I must carry water for  
everyone else. 

I guess what I am saying Lord, is: please show us some mercy, and help us to show 
this same mercy to ourselves and others.  

Amen.



HELPING OUR AFGHAN NEIGHBORS
Did you know there is an organization called Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS)? Right now this 
organization is at work resettling Afghan families. In the US, families are currently being resettled in Seattle/Tacoma, 
D.C., Houston, and Fort Worth. However, Pastor Caroline has signed up Christ the King to be on call should any need 
arise in our area. Learn more about LIRS and their work by reading the letter below or visiting www.lirs.org.

Thank you for your offer to help.
Our prayers are with our imperiled Afghan neighbors and we stand in solidarity with all those who are living 
in fear. The situation has become more dire every day, and your openness to serve is a light of hope during this dark 
time for Afghan allies. Along with thousands of other people, you have listened to your heart and are willing to help. 
For that, we are grateful.

We have received an extraordinary outpouring of offers to assist – and we will be utilizing as many volunteers as 
possible to directly serve the Afghan families that are able to be safely brought into the US.

Our Afghan Allies are coming now and will continue to need our support over the next few months. While the current 
need is urgent, we are also looking for volunteers to sign-up and be ready to serve through the end of the year. 
Volunteers will be contacted on an as-needed basis.

We additionally are inviting you to consider the options below as ways to help whether you receive the call to help 
or not.

Educate Others
LIRS has a number of resources available to help learn more about the Special Immigrant Visa process,  
Afghanistan, and the stories of the people behind the headlines. Go to www.lirs.org/help-our-afghan-allies/  
to learn more.

Donate
When Afghan Allies arrive as “walk-ins”, they often have no money, nowhere to stay, and nothing to eat. Unfortunately, 
there is typically a 5-7 day gap between the families’ arrivals and the services they are eligible to receive through the 
United States resettlement program.

This is where you can help. Your financial gift to Neighbors in Need: Afghan Allies will go directly to providing food, 
housing assistance, clothing, and other basic needs for our Afghan allies as they await the official services available to 
them. To make a donation, visit www.lirs.org/help-our-afghan-allies/.

In solidarity with our newest neighbors,

The LIRS Team

Page 3

Mask Reminder
In solidarity with our youngest congregants, please remember  

that everyone who enters the church building between  
10:30 am and 1 pm on Sundays must wear a mask.

Thank you for taking this small step to protect our children  
under age 12, who cannot yet receive the vaccine.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Let’s Continue the Conversation About Poverty 
Word & Table Panel Event:  
What Works (and Doesn’t Work) in Anti-Poverty Programming? 
Sunday, September 19 • 5:00–6:30 pm (via Zoom)

Growing out of CtK’s CMG process, the goal of Word & Table 
(W&T) is to bring people together, sometimes over a meal,  
for a faith-based dive into issues of social concern. 

Earlier this year, the W&T steering committee chose poverty  
as our initial topic of interest. In April, we kicked off our look at this subject with a Zoom-based speaker event and book 
series. We saw the face of poverty through South Bend’s own Angela Blake (St. Margaret’s House), Notre Dame’s  
Connie Snyder Mick, and Matthew Desmond’s best-selling book Evicted. We also began to see that poverty is  
extremely complex—as are the solutions to poverty.

It follows, then, that not every solution is a good solution. What seems like the “obvious solution” to a particular facet 
of poverty might actually be ineffective or perhaps even a disaster in the making. How does one tell the difference? 
What have others learned along the way? How can we determine where our limited resources will make the biggest 
lasting impact?

Questions like these are the focus of our next W&T event: a panel discussion on Sunday September 19. Representatives 
from Hope Ministries, Christ Child Society, and the St. Joseph County Department of Health (CtK’s own Sally Dixon) 
will share their experiences creating and administering programs to address poverty, homelessness, and related issues 
in our community. 

As in the spring, registration for the event will be limited to the first 100 Zoom links (multiple people can participate  
on the same device/link), and all participants will have the option to receive a free meal. Meals for the September  
event will be provided by Pack Away Hunger, a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of children 
who suffer from hunger and malnutrition. Basic meal contents, preparation instructions, and more information about  
Pack Away Hunger will be available for pick up at Christ the King and Clay Church beginning Monday, September 13. 
(More information about meal pick up will be included with the registration materials.) 

Please invite friends and neighbors (near and far) to join you in registering for the September 19 W&T panel event.  
You may register by visiting www.ctkluth.com/wordandtable or by picking up a paper form in the church office.  
Registration closes on September 14, so sign up today!

PS: Even if you can’t join us on September 19, please consider joining us later in September for discussion groups to 
process the book Helping Without Hurting in Church Benevolence. Four facilitators will post days and times they are 
hosting. Watch for sign-up information! 

WORD       TABLE&&
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Church Picnic: Sunday, September 12 
Please join us for food, fun, and fellowship and see people that you have missed during the last 18 months! Join your  
CtK family after the 11:15 service on Sunday, September 12, for a church picnic. In celebration of Rally Day, we will have 
games and crafts for kids and food for all. Due to COVID, the church will provide all food and drink (no potluck as in 
years past). We will have a basket to collect a free-will offering if you would like to give a donation to help cover  
the cost of food.  

Sunday School Is Back—Starting September 12 
Beginning September 12, all kids are invited to join us for Sunday school! Due to local Covid numbers and a desire to 
keep our families as safe as possible, we’ve decided to meet outside the building. (Please note this change in plans!)  

Four age-specific classes (2–3 year olds; preK/K; 1st–2nd grade; and 3rd–5th grade) will be held in the grassy areas behind 
CtK. Our plan for the fall is as follows:

 • On Rally Day (September 12), all kids are invited to stop by the Sunday school stations  
  on top of the “big hill” to meet their teachers, visit with classmates, and do some fun activities.  
  (Be sure to stick around for the church picnic immediately following the 11:15 service!)

 • From September 19 onward, each class will meet individually for lessons and activities, then  
  all classes will gather in the outdoor chapel for a brief closing and update on our yearly offering  
  project. Parents should sign their kids in with their teacher at 10:30 (exact outdoor class locations  
  TBD), then sign them out in the outdoor chapel at 11:10.

Please note that children will be required to wear a mask throughout the Sunday school period.

If you have questions or are interested in helping with Sunday school in any way, please contact Sarah Felde  
at sfelde@ctkluth.com. 

FOOD! FUN! FELLOWSHIP!
 Join us on Sunday, September 12, for the first day of Sunday school and an all-church picnic!
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HAPPENING AT CtK

VBS Wrap Up and Thank You
Many, many thanks to all who attended “Camp Connection” VBS! We had a wonderful time learning about how we were 
created to live connected to God and one another; how each of us brings unique gifts to God’s community; and how we 
can live out God’s commandments to love him and love one another. Plus, we had TONS of fun singing, watching skits, 
making crafts, playing games, and spending time with one another in the beautiful outdoors.
 
Deepest appreciation to all who helped make this year’s VBS a success, including Pastors Caroline and Brad, Chuck  
and Andy Trundle, Faith Jordan, Dani Elgas, Megan and Eric Schopmeyer, Kristen and Maya Workman, Susan Reeves, 
and Donna Leutzinger. Thank you for loving and serving the world in this way!

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
This year for “God’s Work. Our Hands.” (GWOH), CtK has two opportunities to volunteer at Cultivate Food Rescue.  
As a church, we will make hundreds of meals in just a few short hours. If you would like to participate, you may sign  
up at the Events page on the CtK website. The dates we will be volunteering are Tuesday, September 21, from 6–8 pm 
and Sunday, September 26, from 2–4 pm. 
 
For those unable to volunteer but still wanting to participate in GWOH, you may purchase mums for Healthwin by filling 
out a mum order form and submitting it to the church.

In-Person PS2 Returns September 12
Beginning September 12, Parsing Scripture with Pastor Steve (PS2) will resume  
in-person meetings on Sunday mornings. Join the group each week at 10:15 am  
in Room 502/504 for a closer look at the Gospel reading.

The online session of PS2 will also continue to meet via Zoom on Monday  
evenings at 7 pm. For login information, visit www.ctkluth.com/ps2  
or contact Sarah Felde.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Kitchen Dedication on September 12
On Sunday, September 12, there will be a brief dedication of our upgraded kitchen at all services. Those who worked 
diligently on this project will also give guided tours of the kitchen during the church picnic. Stop in and see the shiny 
new appliances, thank a committee member, and imagine what we might do post-Covid! Thank you for your generous 
contributions toward this effort.
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HAPPENING AT CtK

2022 ELCA National Youth  
Gathering Trip Meeting
It is with great anticipation that we begin the process of planning  
for the National Youth Gathering trip to Minneapolis next summer!  
This trip was postponed a year due to Covid, but now all systems  
are go for this amazing faith-building experience for our high  
school youth and their adult mentors. 

The theme for next summer’s Gathering is “Boundless: God Beyond Measure.” Don’t miss out! All current 8th–12th 
graders are eligible to go. Registration will begin September 22. If you were unable to attend the orientation on  
Sunday, August 29, please contact Faith Jordan at tfjordan3@comcast.net for more information. 

Confirmation Orientation
Our Confirmation program at CtK is a three-year journey encompassing  
the middle school years (6th, 7th, and 8th grades). The program focuses 
on deeper learning about the Bible and the teachings of Luther’s Small 
Catechism, as well as building relationships with other youth and the 
adult mentors who care about them. Through this faith journey, the 
students reach the important milestone of “Affirmation of Baptism” 
(Confirmation) in the fall of their 9th grade year. Any student who did 
not start the program in 6th grade is still more than welcome to join  
at any time.  

If you were unable to attend the orientation on Sunday, August 29, 
please contact Faith Jordan at tfjordan3@comcast.net for more  
information.

Youth Crew Sunday Mornings
Calling all 6th–12th graders…. Please join us for Sunday morning Youth Crew, starting on Rally Day (September 12).  
We’ll meet from 10:30–11:10 am each Sunday. The 6th–8th graders will gather in Room 303, and the 9th–12th graders  
will meet in the Youth Room. Occasionally, we’ll pull the whole group together for special activities or speakers. 

Can’t wait to start a whole new year with the Crew! See you soon!

Sunday Night Live (SNL) Coming Soon
We are planning to return to our much-loved Sunday evening youth program—also known as “Sunday Night Live!”— 
beginning in September from 5:00–6:30 pm. This will include Confirmation classes, high school group time, as well  
as time for everyone to meet together. Here is the 2021–2022 SNL schedule:

September 19

October 3 

October 17

November 7

November 21

December 12

January 9

January 23

February 13

February 27

March 13

March 27

April 24

May 1

May 15
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HAPPENING AT CtK

Eagle Scout  
Outdoor Chapel 
Upgrades
Last month we advised you of  
upgrades that were coming to  
the outdoor chapel. We are proud  
to announce that Phase One has 
been completed by the Evan Nayee 
team. The project was supervised  
by Mike Radecki.

Two of the three crosses have been 
reinstalled, and all three crosses  
received a fresh coat of paint. The last 
part of the project was installing  
a replacement retaining wall behind 
the altar and backfilling it with dirt. 
Evan arranged for railroad ties to be 
delivered for “Team Evan” to install. 
The ties are held in place with metal 
bars driven through them. Evan also 
made arrangements for delivery of 
the dirt used to backfill behind the 
railroad ties.

It all looks great! Well done,  
Evan Nayee! 

If you wish to help support the  
scouting project, please send in  
a check with “SCOUT PROJECT”  
written in the memo line. 

There is one more phase to go.  
More to come!

The Property Committee

CtK Mum Sale
It’s that time of year to start thinking about fall flowers! CtK is selling mums for $6 per plant. 
Flowers are available in yellow/gold, pink/purple, white, bronze/orange, and red/burgundy. 
Order forms are available and can be turned in at the church office, at worship, and online. 
All orders are due on Sunday, September 5. Plants can be picked up outside the church  
on Saturday, September 11, from 12 to 3 pm. Proceeds will go to the Madison Food Packs 
program. Please call Lynn Figg with any questions at (574) 273-8666.
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Crib Club Thank You 
Thanks to members of CtK for recent donations to the Women’s Care Center Crib Club, including a small diaper bag,  
a bottle of lavender baby wash, baby lotion, and a beautiful handmade blue baby blanket. 

We appreciate your continued support, and we are excited to begin volunteering weekly again beginning September 8. 

Sandy Whiteman 

HAPPENING AT CtK

2nd Half Adventurers—Save the Date: 
Wednesday, September 8, 11:30 am–1 pm 
Our Second Half Adventurers are excited to be back for the fall season. Join us at the Clay Church Firehouse Campus  
for lunch, fellowship, and entertainment from the New Horizons Clarinet Choir. The Clarinet Choir plays a variety  
of music and features nine clarinetists, including Clay’s own Pastor Kathy! A box lunch is included in the cost of  
the event and pre-registration is required. Register at the CtK events page.

Save the Date: Fall Fellowship Festival and Hayride 
Saturday, October 9, at Bendix Woods
Look for more details in the October King’s Herald and weekly Constant Contact emails.

Upcoming Movie Club Selection: The Farewell
Do you love watching movies? Do you want to form meaningful relationships with other CtK  
members through relaxed conversation? If so, join the CtK Movie Club on Saturday, October 2,  
at 10 am to discuss The Farewell. We will meet in person at CtK, under the canopy if weather  
permits or in the narthex in case of rain.

Please reach out to Josh Weinhold or Sarah Felde for more information.
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CtK BUSINESS UPDATE
FINANCIAL GIVING STATEMENT – JULY 31, 2021

Summary of Missional/Charitable Gifts JULY YTD

 ELCA Mission Work $35  $28,920

 Community Mission $1,122  $62,486

 International Mission – $14,504

 INTO Mission Fund –  $1,811 

 Seminary Fund $150  $940

 CMG $40     $10,055

 Sunday School $50  $365

 Youth Activities $8    $5,638

   $1,405  $124,719 
Operating Outlook (Monies used to pay benevolence to I/K Synod, utilities, staff salaries, and programming expenses) 

   JULY YTD   
 Income $40,946 $337,056

 Expenditures $48,715  $361,963

 Surplus (Deficit) ($7,768) ($24,907)  

   JULY    
 Trust Memorial Fund $6,890  

 Trust Endowment Fund $128,732

 Total $135,623

Loose Offering
 A Backpack and Beyond $357
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WEEKLY WORSHIP 
In the sanctuary: Sundays at 8:15 am and 11:15 am
Traditional worship led by organ, the 8:15 am worship service is mask optional for those who are fully 
vaccinated. At this service, Holy Communion is distributed around the altar with bread and wine  
(gluten-free wafers and grape juice are also available). 

While the 11:15 am worship service is also in the traditional format and primarily led by organ, masks  
are still required in solidarity with the most vulnerable and those unable to be vaccinated  
(including all children under 12). Holy Communion is celebrated with pre-packaged elements. 

Drive-in Worship: Sundays in the parking lot at 9:30 am 
Contemporary worship led by Xalt!, including a Young Peoples’ Message and in-vehicle Holy Communion. 
Masks are required for the Young Peoples’ Message, but are otherwise optional.

Worship on the Web: Join us each Sunday at 11:15 am for the livestream, or access the recorded 11:15 am 
worship service any time during the week. Visit www.ctkluth.com/worship to find a worship video,  
the worship folder for Sunday’s service, Taking Faith Home questions for discussion, and an online 
donation link to continue your tradition of giving at worship.

“Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,  
as indeed you are doing.”

1 Thessalonians 5:11


