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Dear Michiana Community,

Many pleas and invitations cross your desk, we know. They cross ours, too. But please keep reading. 
This is as pure an invitation as you will ever receive.

You are hereby invited to the inaugural Word and Table event on Sunday, April 18, from 5 to 6:30 pm 
(via Zoom, of course).

The goal of Word and Table is to bring people together, sometimes over a meal, for a faith-based dive 
into issues of social concern. Utilizing community speakers, selected materials, and other resources,  
we will educate ourselves, engage in honest and respectful conversation, and perhaps be moved  
to do something in response.

The first topic the steering team has chosen to highlight is poverty.

 • In the United States, 11.9 million children live below the poverty line. 
  (USA Today, Feb. 28, 2020)
  
 • South Bend has a poverty rate more than double the national average. One out  
  of four residents live below the poverty line, while 11% have income that is less than  
  50% of the poverty level. (South Bend Tribune, Feb. 15, 2020)
  
 • “There are people in the world so hungry, that God cannot appear to them except  
  in the form of bread.” Mahatma Gandhi
  
 • “For the needy shall not always be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor perish  
  forever.” Psalm 9:18

Two community speakers will show us the face of poverty in our own backyard. Connie Snyder Mick,  
a director of the Center for Social Concerns and the Poverty Studies Interdisciplinary Minor at  
Notre Dame, is a well-respected researcher, educator, and author on poverty and public policy.  
For a more personal approach, Angela Blake, Assistant Director of Guest Services at St. Margaret’s 
House, will share stories of those “on the ground” in South Bend. Following their presentations,  
there will be time for Q&A.

As a further dive into the topic, all registrants will receive three books: the New York Times bestseller 
Evicted by Matthew Desmond; Helping Without Hurting in Church Benevolence by Steve Corbett and 
Brian Fikkert; and Christian Social Innovation by L. Gregory Jones. You do not need to read the books 
to participate in the April event.



After the April 18 event, discussion groups will form to process the first book, Evicted. Four facilitators 
will post days and times they are hosting. Watch for sign-up information! 

The community speakers, books, and discussion groups comprise the WORD portion of Word and Table. 
Now let’s talk about the TABLE, and sharing a meal together.

Thanks to the current pandemic, the first meal is coming to you. A frozen meal prepared by Cultivate 
Culinary will be delivered to your home between 1 and 4 pm on April 18. Because Cultivate Culinary  
is a food rescue organization, we don’t yet know what the meal will be; we simply know it will be  
delicious! You may choose either the regular (protein, starch, and vegetable) or vegetarian option 
when you register.

Registration for the event will be limited to the first 100 Zoom links (multiple people can participate  
on the same device/link) and will close on Wednesday, April 7. Please invite friends and neighbors  
near and far to join you in registering. More information and a digital registration form are available  
at www.ctkluth.com/wordandtable. We have also enclosed a paper registration form and event flyer 
for your convenience; please feel free to post these or share them with anyone who may be interested.

While these events are the initial offerings, our vision is to launch an ongoing effort at bringing  
people together to reflect on multiple issues in our community. This quote needs careful reading,  
but it speaks to the heart of what we envision for Word and Table:

 Faith communities, at our best, have embodied and continue to embody perseverance,  
 often bringing people together across generations and diverse sectors to imagine how  
 common effort and faith might overcome obstacles. At our best we combine responsiveness  
 to God’s prior action and a commitment to hope such that we are resilient and persistent  
 witnesses to a new and renewed future.  

Please join us for a faith-based dive into issues of social concern, starting with poverty in the Michiana 
area. As we educate ourselves, engage in honest and respectful conversation, and form meaningful 
connections with one another, we may also be moved to action for the sake of our community… 
and for the sake of the world we are called to love and serve.
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