
 
 
 
 

  



Saturday, April 3, 2021 
Worship on the Web  
The Resurrection of Our Lord: The Great Vigil of Easter 
 
The Easter Vigil, held between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Day, is the church’s first celebration 
of Easter. Reflecting the movement from darkness to light, the liturgy begins with the lighting of the Paschal (Christ) 

candle, moves through Scripture readings recounting our salvation history, and ends with a joyful Alleluia! and preview 
of the Easter feast. 

 

While our liturgy tonight will, as always, begin with the lighting of the Paschal candle and end with a joyful Alleluia!, 
this year the readings reflect Christ the King’s salvation history. Based on an online poll, the Bible stories and passages 
shared tonight have sustained your brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the last year and, indeed, throughout their 

lives. 
 

Tonight, we move once again from darkness to light, from death to life. Gathering with all the saints of every time and 
place, we celebrate the good news: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
+       +       + 

   
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 
The Assembly responds, “And also with you.” 
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed 
from death to life, we gather with the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This 
is the Passover of Jesus Christ; we celebrate Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's 
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 
 
Let us pray: Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless 
this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's rising, 
until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Paschal Candle is lit.   
  
The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray:  Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen 
Christ. Renew your Church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in 
sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 



FIRST READING + The Lord is My Shepherd 
Psalm 23 

 
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

 
HYMN 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is, ELW #502 

 
 



SECOND READING + God’s Faithfulness & My Prayerful Response 
Psalm 100:4-5 and Psalm 19:14 

 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 

 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  

and his faithfulness to all generations. 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, 
 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
HYMN 

Soli Deo Gloria, ELW #878 
+ Please sing verses 1, 4, & 5 only + 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIRD READING + Safe in God’s Care 
Psalm 121 

 
I lift up my eyes to the hills — from where will my help come? 
 My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

 He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
 The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in 

 from this time on and forevermore. 
 

VOCAL SOLO 

Simple Song, from Mass (1971), by Leonard Bernstein 
Hillary Doerries, vocalist & pianist 

 
Sing God a simple song; Lau da lau de 

Make it up, as you go along; Lau da lau de 
Sing, like you like to sing 
God loves all simple things 

For God, is the simplest of all 
For God, is the simplest of all 

 
I will sing the Lord a new song 

To praise him, to bless him, to bless the Lord 
I will sing his praises, while I live 

All of my days 
 

Blessed is the one who loves the lord 
Blessed is the one who praises him 

Lau da lau da lau de 
And walks in his way 

 
I will lift up my eyes 

To the hills from whence comes my help 
I will lift my voice to the Lord 

Singing lau da lau de 
 

For the lord, is my shade 
Is the shade upon my right hand 

And the sun shall not smite me by day 
Nor the moon by night 

Blessed is the man who loves the Lord 
Lau da lau da lau de 

And walks in his ways 
 

Lau da lau da lau de 
Lau da lau da di da di de-eh-eh 

All of my days 



FOURTH READING + God’s Illumination 
2 Corinthians 4:6 

 
For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

HYMN 
Joyful is the Dark 

TEXT: Brian Wren (b. 1936); MUSIC: Hillary Doerries (b. 1984) 
+ Please sing verses 1, 4, & 5 only + 

 



FIFTH READING + Martha’s Confession in the Midst of Trouble 
John 11:20-27 

 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, 
"Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those 

who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
 

HYMN 
We Who Once Were Dead, ELW #495 

+ Please sing verses 1, 2, & 5 only + 

 
 
 
 

 

 



SIXTH READING + Nothing Can Separate Us from the Love of God 
Romans 8:35-39 

 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

 "For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
 we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

HYMN 
Children of the Heavenly Father, ELW #781 

Please sing all verses. 
 

 



SEVENTH READING + A Final Vision 
Revelation 21:3-4; 22:20b-21 

 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will 
dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first 
things have passed away." The one who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon."  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
 

HYMN  
Even So, Come/C. Tomlin, J. Cates, & J. Ingram 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

THE EASTER GOSPEL  
John 20:1-18 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had 
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by 
itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 



believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then 
the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 

to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 
the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 
               The Gospel of the Lord. 
               Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTICLE 

This Is the Feast, ELW Setting III 
 
 
    
 
 
 
                      
 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN EASTER LITANY 
 
Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, Risen Lord, we are your people. 
We are an Easter people! 
 
We have endured the gloom of the night, yet we do not fear the darkness. 
For with you, there is the promise of eternal light. 
 
With renewed hope for tomorrow, and with your light in our hearts,  
our voices once again raise the glad refrain: Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!                      

 

 



BLESSING 

 
May God who has brought us from death to life 
fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
DISMISSAL 
 
As the body of Christ,  
we are called and sent to love and serve the world. 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
         

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


